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EXT. ALLEY - N GHT
A BUM hobbl es through a dark alley.

He approaches a garbage can and rummages through it as a
church bell marks the hour.

BANG - a gunshot rings out.

The rain makes it difficult to see. There’'s no one in any
direction. Until...

A SHADOW overtakes him The bum | ooks up to see a Fl GURE
falling toward him

CUT TO

Water pours froma sink faucet. W are in...

INT. JIM GORDON S HOUSE - N GHT
JIM GORDON (76) stands at his kitchen sink and cleans up
after dinner. H s hair is white, his glasses thick - a shel

of the man he once was. To his surprise...

The RED GLOWNV OF A ROTARY PHONE il lum nates fromthe study.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

Gordon arrives in a nodest sedan, a red light clanped to the
roof of his car.

COP #1
Comm ssi oner Gordon, right this

way.

Cordon pulls the collar up on his raincoat and nmakes his way
into the alley. Cops swarmthe area, when--

POOF - Dbl ue snoke rises froma group of officers and sends
themto their knees, coughing.
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O HARA
Get back!

Hol | eri ng over the scene is CLANCY O HARA (59), the Chief of
Police. He's an inposing man wearing dress blues and thin
gl asses.

Cordon pushes cl oser, covering his nouth fromthe funes. The
snoke clears to reveal. ..

BATMAN | ying in a pool of bl ood.

GORDON
M/ god.

CRI ME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHERS do their job, snapping dozens of
photos. W only catch glinpses of Batnman’s body, his costune
- navy against gray, wth a netallic, nustard-colored belt.

GORDON
Ti ne of death?

O HARA
Who says he’ s dead. ..

A CRIME SCENE | NVESTI GATOR tries to collect a GREEN HAIR from
Bat man’s fi st when--

ZAP! He recei ves an el ectrical shock

O HARA
W can’t get close enough to find
out .

Gordon renoves his badge. Tucked into the |eather backing is
a CO N enbossed with the BAT SYMBOL. In kneeling closer, a
magnetic force pulls the coin from Gordon’s fingers and into
a slot on Batman’s belt.

The buckl e unl atches - hi s defenses di sarned.

CUT TO
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EXT. DESERT - DAY

A COWUNI CATOR glows red. It’'s sewn into the belt of an
iconic hero who needs no introduction. Despite the silver
that graces his hair, SUPERVAN, aka CLARK KENT (55), is still
an awesone site to behold. Wth childlike ease, he westles
atank to its side, his costunme awash in sand and oil.

Am d the chaos of exploding mssiles and burning corpses, he
switches of f the command | aunches skyward.

BACK TO

EXT. ALLEY - SAME
A cop taps Batman with his billy club.

COoP #1
He's good. Al clear.

One of the cops reaches for his cow .

COP #2
Let’s get a | ook...

GORDON
Get back!

Cordon draws his gun. He doesn’'t point it at anyone in
particul ar, but the nessage is clear.

O HARA
GORDON
| SAID GET BACK!

The surroundi ng cops do as he says.
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A wave of enoti on washes over Gordon as he searches Bat man
for a pul se.

GORDON
Cone on... cone on...

SUPERVAN descends into the alley. Gordon |ooks up at him
with a sadness in his eyes.

CUrT TO

An el aborate building constructed of white marble and bl ue
glass sits at the heart of a bustling city. This is...

EXT. THE HALL OF JUSTICE - N GAT

A soothing fountain trickles out front. Al is peaceful,
until a COVWPUTER CONSOLE cones flying out the w ndow.

MAN (O S.)
Nice try, hot pants...

| NSI DE THE BU LD NG

A MAN dressed in a crinson unitard snickers while admring

t he damage. Seen here without his mask on, the slick bl onde
hair and shit-eating grin belong to BARRY ALLEN (41), or as
he’s nmore comonly known - THE FLASH.

FLASH
...but you still throwlike a girl.

Fashi oned i n knee-high boots, gold bracelets and a patriotic
bustier, DI ANA PRINCE (49), aka WONDER WOVAN, isn’'t one to
piss off. She grabs a decorative statue fromthe corner of
the roomand tears it fromits base.

FLASH
Ch, now that’s inpressive.
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Wwonder Wonan brings the statue down for a crushing bl ow -

The Fl ash dodges, his novenents i measurably fast. The
statue hammers into the floor, shattering to pieces.

FLASH
Especially for soneone your age.

She prowl s after him knocking over everything in her way.

WONDER WOVAN
YOU RE GONNA LEARN SOMVE RESPECT!

FLASH
This comng froma grown wonan in a
bi kini three sizes too snmall.

Seet hi ng, Wonder Whnan rips a gigantic, iron globe fromthe
wal |l and hurls it toward him To her surprise...

It’s intercepted by a spectral GREEN GORI LLA

This is the work of HAL JORDAN (58), aka the GREEN LANTERN.
He' s decked in a black and green body suit and arnmed with an
enerald RING the source of his power.

GREEN LANTERN
That’ s enough.

FLASH
N ce nonkey.

The Fl ash zi ps across the room stopping inches away from
G een Lantern’s face.

FLASH
You're pretty tough with that ring
on your finger, aren't ya?

The gorilla |l eans closer, snarling, when...
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The communi cators on everyone’'s belts suddenly glow in
uni son.

FLASH
Wonder f ul .

The Flash switches off his comm and nakes for the building s
mai n conputer - an enornous wall of new wave technol ogy.

Ri sing froma dark pool at the back of the roomis ARTHUR
CURRY (73), aka AQUAMAN, the king of the seas. Long, natted
hair drapes down in front of his eyes, his beard unkenpt. A
j acket of sleek, bronze arnor clings to his torso.

He shuts off his comm adding..

AQUANVAN
This better be good.

The Fl ash switches on the conputer, powering the building s
external canmeras. Silence fills the roomas a flat-screen
nonitor gives view to--

Superman in md-flight. He descends fromthe sky, holding
Batman in his arns.

EXT. SUBURBS - MORN NG

Gordon parks his car in front of a quaint, brick house. He
takes a drink froma small flask before exiting his vehicle.

| NSI DE THE HOUSE

BARBARA GRAYSON (37), an attractive redhead, readies herself
for a neeting. She’'s all smles and warnth.

BARBARA
Should I wear pearls or silver?
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I n the background, DI CK GRAYSON (35) makes breakfast for

t heir daughter, BETHANY (2). Dick’'s nore average than he is
handsome, with a thick beard, a receding hairline, and a
heavy pair of gl asses.

DI CK
What do you think? Should Momy
wear pearls or silver?

BETHANY
Banana.

DI CK
Vel | there' s your answer.

Bar bara pokes her head out fromthe bathroom

BARBARA
Pearls? O... silver?

Dl CK
Silver.

She plucks a breakfast sausage fromthe table and ki sses him
DI NG DONG
Barbara and D ck share a | ook
BARBARA
Ha. See what happens when you ask
ni cel y?
She strides toward the door
DI CK

So now every norning he’s gonna
hand deliver it?
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BARBARA
Maybe he wants to apol ogi ze for
leaving it at the end of the
driveway, and in the bushes, and in
t he nei ghbor’s yard...

She opens the door to see Gordon.

BARBARA
Dad! Wat a nice surprise.

She greets himw th a hug - and then sees...

BARBARA
| swear...
(mar ches out si de)
That kid s gonna turn nme into the
old lady on the bl ock who conpl ai ns
about everyt hi ng.

She marches into the neighbor’s yard and bends down to get
t he newspaper, her back clearly causing her disconfort though
she does her best to hide it.

BARBARA
You want sone breakfast? Dick’'s
maki ng hi s fanmous pancakes.
Cordon doesn’t respond.
BARBARA
What ' s wrong?
BACK | N THE KI TCHEN

Dick slides a pancake onto a plate.

D CK
Syrup face?
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BETHANY
Yes pl ease.

D ck dots the pancake with syrup and | ooks toward the
entryway to see Barbara with tear-filled eyes.

EXT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - DAY

Dick drives up to the building and squeals to a stop. He
hops to the pavenent and storns past a dozen police cars
al ready parked out front.

Gordon arrives shortly after him

GORDON
D ck, wait!

D ck enters the buil ding behind one of the policenen.

| NSI DE

O Hara and a group of cops mll about. D ck brushes past
t hem

COoP #1
This building’s off limts-

D ck folds back the cop’s wist and sends himto the fl oor.
The ot her cops react, however Dick’s not in the nood for
ganes. He starts dishing out blows, sending five officers to

their backs, before--

A blur of RED catches himin the jaw, knocking himoff his
feet.

FLASH
That had to hurt.

The cops cuff Dick as Gordon enters the room
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GORDON
Stop! Al of you! Take those
cuffs off him

O HARA

10.

Now wait one mnute. That man just-

GORDON
That man’s ny son-in-|aw

O HARA
D ck?
(to the cops)
Hel p hi m up.

The cops lift Dick to his feet, his Iip now bl eedi ng.

O HARA

M/ apol ogies. W didn’t recognize

you. Not that it matters. You

just assaulted six officers.

GORDON

And he got what he deserved. Now

let’s nove on.

O HARA

Very well. Though tensions are
pl enty high around here w t hout

your famly getting in the way.
Gordon and O Hara exchange a | ook

GORDON
| appreciate your concern.

O HARA
| woul d hope so.

The two nmen stand opposite one another, their eyes

t hr eat eni ng, when. .
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VWnder Wnman enters the room She hands an autopsy report to
Gor don.

VONDER WOVAN
@nshot wound to the chest.

The cops munbl e in disbelief.

GORDON
He' s been shot before..

WONDER WOVAN
This was point blank. Forty-four
cal i ber.

O HARA

Wien can we see the body?

SUPERMAN (O S.)
Never .

Superman enters the room Wthout his trademark smle he' s
an intimdating force, a living god dressed in primary
colors
SUPERNVAN
Batnan is dead. No one sees the
body. That was his request and we
ALL wi Il honor it.

CUT TO

ROLL CREDI TS OVER

A mason chi sels stone. The onyx scul pture stands thirty feet
tall - its features undefi ned.
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INT. ATY HALL

Chief O Hara storns down the hall with a throng of reporters
in his wake, pictures flashing.

REPORTER
Is it true the Joker was at the
crime scene?

O HARA
W will find Batman's killer and
bring himto justice. That is all.

CLARK KENT is anong the reporters. He turns to see D ck
wat ching from af ar.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Rain comes down as a feeble old man, ALFRED PENNYWORTH (87),
is hel ped out of a wheelchair. He joins a procession of
nmourners, all following a casket bearing the Bat Synbol .

The pal | bearers include, on one side, Conm ssioner Gordon,
Aquaman, and the Flash; on the other side are Wnder Wnman,
Green Lantern, and Super nan.

As the funeral plays out, D ck and Barbara stand anong a
privileged group of five hundred policenen and politicians.
Those |l ess fortunate line the fence, their unbrellas entw ned
into an endl ess canopy that encircles the cenetery.

Anong the crowd D ck spots a SEXY BRUNETTE. They | ock eyes.
Bar bara spots her and | eans cl oser, whispering...

BARBARA
She’ s got no busi ness here.

The tension is suddenly interrupted by the SOUND OF A MAN
SOBBING It’s Gordon, his enotions sending himto his knees.
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Barbara goes to his side, leaving Dick in the cromd. H's
expressi on however doesn't blend with the sullen faces around
him There's an anger brew ng..

And O Hara notices. He watches in curiosity as D ck | ooks up
at the GRAVESTONE towering over them

It’s an astoundi ng nonunment, both beautiful and frightening.
Lifting fromits center are two massive wings, formng an
om nous, bl ack shape resenbling neither man nor bat but
sonet hi ng i n between.

Along its base reads, “Wuatever evils cone this way, we will
be here to stop them - Batnman, Justice League of Anerica.”

D ck gazes at the nmonunent, a fire in his eyes.

I NT. GORDON S HOUSE - LATER THAT DAY

Friends gather to rem nisce, O Hara anong them At the
opposite end of the roomDi ck sits by hinself and polishes
off a bottle of scotch.

GORDON
Whoa, slow down on that stuff while
you still have the sense to.

D CK

You see the headlines?
Cordon exhal es a sigh and sits next to him

GORDON
| read themthis norning.

D CK
You think he did it?

GORDON
| don’t know what to think.
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Dl CK
You don’t know what to think?

Cordon | eans closer, attenpting to keep the conversation
private.

GORDON
He escapes Arkham the same ni ght
and they find traces of his hair-

Dl CK
The Joker - getting the drop on
Bruce? No way.

GORDON
Forty-four caliber... powerful
round. An inch fromhis chest -
even the strongest Kevlar can't
conpete with that.

Dl CK

You don't get it. The Joker was
the exception to the rule. Wth
him we had a strike first policy.
That neans, no warning, no chance
to surrender - nothing. Just--

(smacks his fist)
--attack fromthe shadows. Hell,
nine times out of ten he wouldn’t
know what hit himuntil he was back
in his cell.

GORDON
Shhh. . .

D CK
| don’t care who hears nel!

The room quiets to a hush.
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GORDON
D ck, why don’'t we go for a wal k-

D ck stands and stunbl es into Gordon.

Dl CK
| know there’s nore to this.

He exits, slamm ng the door behind him

BARBARA
D ck, honey...

Barbara hurries after himbut he's already started the car
and pulled away fromthe house.

BARBARA
D ck! Wait! You ve had too nuch
to dri nk!

O HARA

lt’s alright. W’Il get himbefore
he hurts hinself.

O Hara notions for a few other cops to |eave with him They
get in separate cars and follow after D ck.

CUrT TO

EXT. WAYNE MANCR - LATER THAT N GHT

D ck stands outside the gates of Wayne Manor and stares at
t he mansi on.

Car headlights pass - and then cone back around. A vehicle
pulls up alongside Dick and O Hara clinbs out.

O HARA
Pretty view A bit rmuch for ny
taste, but | guess a billionaire's

gotta spend his noney on sonet hing.
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D CK
| guess.

Dick practically ignores him never pulling his eyes away
fromthe manor. O Hara takes noti ce.

O HARA
That’'s quite the stare.

Dick diverts his eyes, but it’'s too late..

O HARA
Al nost as though you were | ooking
at nore than just a fancy house.

DI CK
What ever you say.

D ck heads for the car, when--

O Hara's skin goes flush, the hairs on the back of his neck
prickling up as he conmes to the stunning realization...

O HARA
It was you.

They | ock eyes.

O HARA
"1l be dammed. All these years..
it seens so obvious now This

house on the hill, Bruce Wayne...
he’s the Batman. And you... you're
the circus boy in the yellow cape.
By god... it’s hard to see with

that beard of yours - but that's
you, isn't it?

Dick grabs himby the collar and throws himagainst the gate.
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Dl CK
You tell a soul -

O HARA
| have no intention of telling
anyone. Batman nay be gone but he
still has enem es.

D CK
Enem es that hol d grudges.

O HARA
Trust ne when | say that | nore
t han understand the danger
i nvol ved, shoul d either of your
identities beconme public know edge.
| wll tell no one. You have ny
wor d.

Dick lets himgo. OHara glares at the nmanor, reeling from
hi s di scovery.

O HARA
The Dynam c Duo... ny god. Tell
me, the Boy Wnder di sappeared what
- ten years ago?

Dl CK
Twel ve.

O HARA
Twel ve, wow. And do you mnd if |
ask why?

Dl CK
Yes, | m nd.

O Hara shrugs it off and heads for his car
O HARA

Fair enough. Cone on, 1'Il give
you a ride hone.
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D CK
You think I can just go hone? And
what - watch some TV, call it a
night? No. Now that you know who
| am you know I’'Il do whatever it
takes to find his killer.

O HARA
What ever it takes, eh?

D ck holds his stare, his eyes unwaveri ng.

O HARA
What a ness. Very well. Stop by
first thing Monday. W' |l go from
t here.

D CK
Toni ght .

O Hara beans himwi th a | ook. Toni ght?

D CK
The first twenty-four hours of a
crime scene are the nost critical
It’s al ready been six days, that
puts us behi nd.

O HARA
You' re gonna | ecture nme on crine
scenes, are you? Let ne tell you
sonething - twelve years is a |long
tinme to be out of uniform | don't
want to sound ungrateful for your
servi ce, but nowadays you're a stay
at hone dad. So if you want to
take part in this case and you want
to be privy to classified
i nformation, then you re gonna do
things nmy way. Understood?

D ck hol ds his gaze.
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DI CK
Absol utely.

CUT TGO

An office door reads CH EF O HARA across the glass. Dick
pi cks the lock. W are in...

INT. CGTY HALL - LATER THAT NI GHT

Dick enters OHara' s office. Upon opening the door, he
di scovers- -

A HOODED THI EF rummagi ng t hrough the files.

Wth cat-like agility the thief escapes out the wi ndow. D ck
hurries to the ledge - it’s a |long way down, but he foll ows
in pursuit.

ROOFTOPS

D ck’s out of shape but he manages to stay in the chase,
hopping fromrooftops to fire escapes.

The thi ef nakes an astoundi ng | eap between buil dings, a
di spl ay of acrobatics not found in nost crooks.

DI CK
SELI NA!

Dick gets the reaction he was expecting, causing the thief to
stop in her tracks. However, her next nove he’'s not prepared

for.

The thief PUNCHES t hrough a w ndowpane. She grabs a WOVAN on
the other side of the glass and THROAS HER QUT THE W NDOW

DI CK
NO
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D ck dives after her.

He nmakes an amazing grab and reaches for an electrical cable
strung across the street.

SNAP - the cable gives way, sw nging themheadlong into a
speedi ng taxi .

D ck absorbs nost of the hit, shattering the w ndshield
before rolling to the pavenent. He |ies w thout noving.

A series of images flash through his mnd...

1) Awire snaps and three acrobats go falling. A seven-year
old Dick Gayson grabs hold of the trapeze-pl atform and
wat ches in horror as his parents fall to their death.

2) Bruce Wayne's hand cones down on Dick's shoulder. They
stare at a pair of headstones marked G ayson.

3) Dick and Bruce share dinner. Wthout explanation, Bruce
gets up fromthe table and | eaves the roomin a hurry. D ck
turns to see Alfred closing the curtains, a glinpse of a
signal in the night sky.

4) Dick triggers a hidden switch, causing a wall of
bookshel ves to rotate out of the way, revealing the BATCAVE
Alfred and Batman are there to greet him

5) Dick trains for conbat. Bruce teaches hi meverything:
Jujitsu, forensic science...

6) Batnman and Robin swing into action, wagi ng battle agai nst
a team of gunnen wearing Joker masks. Superman, Fl ash,
Wnder Wnan, Aquaman and Green Lantern join the fight.

7) A purple notorcycle screeches to a stop. Red hair flows
from beneath the mask. This is BATARL and Robin is wowed.

8) Alfred tailors the Robin vest while D ck, now nmuch ol der,
reads a newspaper about Batman's “child sidekick”.
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Di sgruntled, he marches into a chanber filled with capes and
cows - this is the ARMORY. A pair of black grieves draw his
attention.

9) Ateamof burglars fall under attack froma man dressed in
a black body suit - it’s NGHTWNG D ck’s new alias. He
puts a stop to the crooks, all except for one - who readies a
machi ne gun and enpties the clip.

D ck throws a Bat arang- -

It THUNKS into the robber's arm forcing the gun up

Dick hollers in slow notion, the words “get down” rolling off
his lips, but it’s too late. A woman in a w ndow over | ooki ng
the alley is hit and kill ed.

10) Dick throws his black costurme into a roaring firepl ace.
Bar bara waps her arns around him their days of crine

fighting behind them

11) BANG Batnan is shot in the chest.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT
D ck wakes in a cold sweat. Barbara sits beside him

BARBARA
D ck! Onh thank god. ..

He tries to talk, his voice not responding.

BARBARA
Shhh, it's okay. Everything's
okay.

Dl CK
The... wonman...

BARBARA

The wonan? Ch - she’'s fine. You
caught her. She's perfectly fine.
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Dl CK
The files... Selina...

BARBARA
Shh, it’s all okay.

D CK
No. ..

Bar bara pushes the nurse button.

BARBARA
D ck, cal m down.

D ck reaches for the phone, his arm sl uggish.

D CK
Selina. ..

BARBARA
Stop. |It’s over, Dick. The Joker
pl ead guilty.

The news hits Dick |ike a | ead weight.

D CK
What ?

BARBARA
He’ s serving an additional three

|ife sentences because of it.

D CK
No... that’s wong.

BARBARA
It’s not wong. It’s done.

Dick tries to get up. Barbara thunbs the nurse button.
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BARBARA
Nur se!
(to Dick)
Stop. Listen to ne. You al nost
di ed.

Dick struggles to sit up but doesn’t have the strength.

BARBARA
Thi nk about your daughter. Think
about what you al nost gave up.

The NURSE cones in.

NURSE #1
Rel ax M. Grayson. Everything' s
gonna be alright. Betty!

Anot her nurse races in the room

D CK

BARBARA
Don't fight it, D ck.

NURSE #1
Listen to your wife, M. Gayson.
She’s a smart wonman who knows
what’ s best - been by your side
this whole tine.

D ck stops.

D CK
How | ong have | been here?

A tear slips fromBarbara s eye.
BARBARA
Two years, three nonths and six

days.
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Di ck coll apses, his mnd whirling.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - N GHT

Super man stands al one at the main conputer and works the
controls.

The screen reads “ACTI VATI NG SATELLI TE” giving view to an
overhead of the globe. The canera zoons into the eastern
seaboard. It draws closer and closer, until the screen is
consuned by. ..

The Metropolis cenetery.

He points the canera to a conservative headstone. W don't
recogni ze the grave, but it’s clear that whoever’s buried
here wei ghs heavily on Superman’s m nd.

H s commindicates a call.

GREEN LANTERN (Q S.)
d ark, you there?

He switches of f the | eague conputer

SUPERVAN
What do you need?

GREEN LANTERN (Q S.)
D d you forget about the race?

Superman grinmaces. He switches off his conm and pushes a
| arge button on the | eague conputer.

A portion of the ceiling opens and Superman takes flight.

EXT. STADI UM - DAY

An d ynpic-size stadiumis packed to capacity. Wnder Wnan,
Aquaman and Green Lantern stand on the track.
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WONDER WOVAN
What ' d he say?

GREEN LANTERN
Not hi ng.

Fl ash zips into their conversation.

FLASH
Wll, is he comng or not?

Aquarman scow s at a crowd of photographers snapping his
pi cture.

AQUANVAN
Rel ax, Barry. W‘ve all got nore
i mportant things to do.

FLASH
| nportant, ny ass. He probably
just doesn’t want to enbarrass
hi nsel f anong all his fans.

The crowd ROARS wi th appl ause at the sight of Superman flying
overhead. He descends to the track.

SUPERVAN
Let’s get this over with.

FLASH
‘Bout tine.

Superman and Fl ash step up to the starting line.

A race official raises a STARTING PISTOL in the air. The
Fl ash crouches, while Supernman doesn’t bother with a stance.

A dozen hi gh-speed caneras are turned on as the officia
pulls the trigger. The hamer neets with the back of the
round and- -

Time seens to stop
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A BLUR OF RED AND BLUE tear around the track. The snoke
hasn’t even cleared the barrel of the gun before they cross
the finish line - way too fast to see with the hunan eye.

At a second gl ance, the high-speed caneras reveal both nen
shoul der to shoulder, trading the lead wth every step
Frane by frame, they get closer to the string, when we...

CUT TO

A CRAYON DRAW NG of Superman and the Flash is taped to the
wall. The illustration shows themracing toward the finish
l[ine. W are at...

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

Dick stares out the w ndow while Barbara tapes yet another
drawing to the wall - a picture of alittle girl on a sw ng.

The hospital TV flickers in the corner.

BARBARA
Last nonth she got her hands on a
toy stethoscope. This, of course,
nmeant that if you needed a band-
aid, you' d have to steal one from
Brown Bear. But once the sw ng set
went in... well, so rmuch for having
a doctor in the famly. | swear,
the way she junps around, she’s
your daughter alright.

Barbara sits beside him curling her fingers around his.

BARBARA
She wants to know why she can’t
cone visit you. It’s been weeks,

Dick. You re not listening to your
t herapists. You re hardly eating.

| know you’ re upset, but why can’'t
you talk to nme?
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Dick pulls his hand away fromhers and grabs the TV renote.
He turns up the vol une.

Barbara gets up and heads for the door.

BARBARA
Mbst wonen woul d’ ve noved on.
Don't give nme a reason to now.

She exits.

NEWSCASTER
Chi nese officials are calling the
President’s use of force excessive
and wi thout provocati on.

On the TV we see - a Chinese SUBMARI NE rise out of the North
Atlantic ice.

NEWSCASTER
In response, the U S Secretary of
Def ense issued a statenent
reaffirmng the President’s
position, citing that any
subt erranean exerci ses w thout U. S
approval woul d be viewed as a
threat to national security.

Muscling the submarine out of the water is SUPERVAN. Dick
stares at the TV, a |l ook of determnation in his eyes.

CUT TGO

MONTAGE:

-Dick works hard at strengthening his |legs. Weks pass.
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Sweat drips off Dick’s face as he struggles to wal k wi thout

hol di ng ont o anyt hi ng.
to catch his breath.

He collapses into a chair and tries

Va CE
| heard you were getting stronger.

Dick turns, surprised to see O HARA watching fromthe corner

of the room

DI CK

Conmi ssi oner.

O HARA
|’ mhere to clear the air.

DI CK
|”ve got nothing to say to you that
| haven't already said to a dozen

ot her cops.

O HARA
No? You break into ny office,
steal ny files-

D CK
| did NOT steal those files.

O HARA
Right. Selina did. So you say.

D CK
Probably three crooks in the world
that nove |ike that.

O HARA
But you didn’t see her face.
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Dl CK
Ddn't need to.

O Hara spots a WOVAN noppi ng in the corner

O HARA
Sel i na!

The woman turns. O Hara exchanges a | ook with D ck

Dl CK
| know what | saw.

Dick struggles to get his crutches in order

O HARA
Unfortunately, no one el se does.
Too bad that wonman you rescued was
all junked up on heroine. She
doesn't even renenber the incident.

DI CK
Wiat do you want ?

O HARA
|"ve cone here to nake it clear to
you that | won't tol erate another
vigilante in ny city.

DI CK
Fromwhat | read, you're in need of
one.
D ck stands and hobbl es away from him
O HARA
Crime rates go up, that’s just the

nature of things.

D ck continues toward the door, never | ooking back.
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D CK
And if things get worse?

O HARA
W call in the League - an
affiliation of which you re no
| onger a part of.

D CK
| think ny gym nenbership expired
too, but thanks for rem nding ne.
EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - DAY
D ck conmes honme fromthe hospital. He walks with the aid of

a cane. Barbara and Bet hany wal k beside him H s daughter
has grown quite a bit. She’'s alnost five.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - N GHT

They sit at the dining roomtable and eat dinner, | aughing
and carrying about like a loving famly.

BETHANY
And whoosh
D CK
It didn't...
BETHANY

Mayonnai se ever ywher e!
There’s a KNOCK at the door. It can be heard openi ng.

GORDON (O S.)
Hel | 0?

Barbara gets up fromthe table. Concerned.
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BETHANY
G andpa!

GORDON
There’ s ny sack of potatoes...

Then, Gordon falls into a shelf - he's drunk.

BARBARA
Damm it, Dad...

BETHANY
Qooh, nmomy swor e.

BARBARA
Bed tine, let’s go.

BETHANY
But | wasn’t done with ny corn.

BARBARA
CGo on - go brush your teeth.

BETHANY
Awe, nmom..

Dick sits there, slack-jawed, conpletely taken aback by the
haggard condi ti on of Cordon.

BARBARA
D ck?!

Dick gets up and | eads Bet hany out of the room

DI CK
Cone on. Show nme where your
bedroomis, | think I forgot.
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I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BETHANY’ S ROOM

Bet hany’ s in her pajamas, her teddy bear still covered in
band-aids. She sits up in bed and points to a ribbon on the
wal | .

BETHANY
For this one, | had to spel
fireman.

D CK

Fireman. That’'s a tough one. |
know it starts with an QO

BETHANY
o?

D CK
H ny goodness! Look what tine it
i s!

He snothers her in tickles and cl oses with a ki ss.

BETHANY
Dad, don't get hurt again. Ckay?

Sonet hi ng about the way she says it knocks the wi nd right out
of him

D CK
Ckay.

I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM

D ck comes downstairs to find the dining roomenpty. The
SOUND of VOM TI NG can be heard down the hall.
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| N THE BATHROOM
D ck peeks in the doorway to see Barbara caring for Cordon.

DI CK
Wiy don’t you take a break.

Barbara eagerly exits the room adding..

BARBARA
Don't feel sorry for him

Gordon wi pes the slop fromhis chin.

GORDON
Wl cone home, D ck.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - LATER THAT N GHT
Bar bara places a pile of blankets on the couch.

BARBARA
You're all set. But | neanit,
this is the last tine.

She heads to bed.

GORDON
She’s a good girl, that one. Tried
to get ne help. Oh, | went to the
neetings - H, ny nane’s Jimand
|”man alcoholic - hnff. But with
Bruce gone and, well, you...

D ck pats Gordon on the shoul der and hands hima cup of tea.
A conforting silence holds the room when D ck asks..

D CK
Do you still believe it?
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GORDON
Bel i eve what ?

D ck beans himwi th a | ook. Gordon hangs his head, he knows
what he’s aski ng.

GORDON
Doesn’'t matter what | believe. The
case has been over for what now. ..

DI CK
That’s O Hara tal ki ng.

GORDON
Yeah, well, you should Iisten.
Ti mes have changed, D ck. Sounds
cliche, but god damm if it isn't
the truth. OMHara s got the reins
tothe city. He's a political
power house w th connections t hat
run to the top of the food chain -
and | nean to the very top. And as
for the League, well, these days
they do as their told.

DI CK
| can get through to the League
once | have sonething to show t hem

GORDON
What do ya got?

DI CK
As of now, |’'ve got nothing. But I
know who m ght.

I NT. MJUSEUM - N GHT

A stunning BLONDE strolls through a posh crowd.
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She struts past a trio of POLI CE OFFI CERS who stand vigilante
over a display case of dianonds. Her shapely hips don't go
unnoticed as she enters...

THE WOVAN' S BATHROOM

She ducks into a bathroomstall and renoves her skirt. On
the flip side of the fabric is a detail ed BLUEPRI NT of the
museum |t belongs to..

SELI NA KYLE (44), aka CATWOVAN. W recogni ze her as the sexy
brunette at the funeral

She makes corrections to the blueprint and kicks the flusher.
As she exits the stall, a HANDCUFF sl aps down on her wi st
and yanks her against the wall. Her assailant is--

D CK
Nice wg.

VWHACK! She knees himin the stonach.

Selina pulls a PICK from her earring and STRADDLES H S ARM -
attenpting to unlock the cuffs.

Dl CK
They’ re voi ce-acti vat ed.

SELI NA
D ck?

D CK
| al ways thought they were cool.

An ELDERLY WOMAN wal ks i nto the bat hroom

D CK
Hi .

The ol d woman steps right back out, the bathroom door slowto
cl ose.
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SELI NA
Ch ny god, Dick... that night on
the roof - | never neant for anyone
to get hurt.

D CK

You threw a woman to the street!

SELI NA
| knew you’ d catch her

DI CK
Ch, | appreciate your confidence.

SELI NA
Don’t act |i ke we haven't done that
dance before.

DI CK
Explain that to the cops.

He gets to his feet and pulls dowmn on a FIRE ALARM A siren
bel | ows.

Bef ore the bat hroom door fully closes, we see the elderly
woman tal king to the police and pointing back this way.

Selina pulls Dick into a bathroomstall as a pair of cops
enter the room

SELI NA
What do you want ?

D CK
| wanna know what you were doing
t hat night.

SELI NA
Sanme as you - |ooking for answers.
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D CK
Then show ne what you found.

A COP kicks in the stall door, to find--

Selina and Dick in an inpassioned enbrace. Her top, pulled
down, her chest pressed agai nst his.

coP
Let’s go. CQutside.

She fixes her blouse and drops her shawl over the cuffs.

SELI NA
(to cop)
He's rel entl ess.

EXT. MJSEUM - N GHT

Selina and Dick wal k hand in hand down the nuseum steps, past
a gathering of police cars and fire trucks.

SELI NA
| " ve been casing this exhibit for
nonths. If they find ny gear,
they' Il up and ship those di anonds
to Metropolis.

D CK
And I'Il feel real |ousy about
t hat .

EXT. TENEMENT BU LD NG - LATER THAT NI GHT
Selina pulls the wig fromher head, letting her |ong, black
hair unfurl. They walk toward a rundown apartnent conplex in

a bad part of towmn. A few locals eye themas they pass.

SELI NA
Rel ax.
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D CK
|”mnot worried. More curious.
You don’t exactly blend in.

SELI NA
| keep to nyself.

TWDO HULKI NG THUGS | ean out froman alley and bl ock their way.

THUG
That’s a pretty neckl ace-

WHACK - WHACK - she lays them both out.

SELI NA
For the nost part.

| NT. TENEMENT BU LD NG

Deep shadows run the length of the hall, obscuring nost of
the graffiti.

SELI NA
How s Bar bar a?

Dl CK
Fi ne.

SELI NA
| hear she made a full recovery.

Dl CK
Not full.
SELI NA
| can’t imagine. Tell her | said
hel | o.
D CK
Sure... “Honey, how was your day?

Cat wonan says hello.”
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They round a corner and approach an apartnent door. She
slides a board aside and reaches in, pushing a rel ease.

The door opens opposite its hinges.

| NSI DE HER H DEAVWAY

The roomis filled with drills, grappling hooks, glass-
cutters, everything a professional thief could ever want.

DI CK
Keepi ng busy, | see.
SELI NA

(holds up the cuffs)
Can we...?

DI CK
Gol 1.

The cuffs snap open. Selina nmassages her wist and struts
across the room She retrieves a file.

SELI NA
Here. First six days of the
i nvestigation.

D ck thunbs through it.

DI CK
Anyt hi ng stand out ?

Selina pulls off her coat and sinks into a confy chair.
SELI NA
I’mthe thief. You' re the

detecti ve.

D ck nods “thank you” and nmakes for the door.
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SELI NA
There’ s sonet hing el se.

Selina s tone has suddenly changed, her eyes saddled with
guilt.

SELI NA
| don’t usually do breakouts but...
at that price...

DI CK
Who did you break out?

SELI NA
| was in over ny head with other

debts that had to get paid.

DI CK

CUT TO

| NT. BO LER ROOM - N GHT
Not hi ng noves down here. Until...

A DRILL pushes up through a sewage pipe. It cuts a wde
circle, spilling excrenent.

Lifting fromthe filth is Selina. Steamrises from her
Cat woman wetsuit, her face, conpletely covered by a
protective nmask with re-breather. W are in...

| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - MAI'N PRI SON

Pol i shed bl ack | oafers wal k down the hall. Selina now wears
a prison security outfit.

She enters the SECURI TY BOOTH and i ncapacitates the guards.
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She runs her

finger down a line of nunbered swi tches, stopping at #42.

Wth the push of a button..

ELSEWHERE | N THE PRI SON

Cell door #42 unl ocks and creeks open.

| NT. SELI NA'S APARTMENT

SELI NA
| tried to look at it |ike any
ot her job, but-

BACK TGO

D ck SLAPS her. She doesn’t fight back. She knows she

deserved it.

DI CK
How much were you pai d?

SELI NA
Thirty-four, up front.

DI CK
Who was your contact?

SELI NA
| don’t know.

Dl CK
You don’t know?

SELI NA
The whol e thing was odd. Even the
breakout. Wen | got to his cell
it was |ike he had no idea | was
com ng.
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DI CK
How was it arranged?

SELI NA
It was all done in code. Want ads.
Got ham Ti nes.

D ck takes off his coat and grabs a newspaper froma stack on
the fl oor.

D CK
Show ne.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - 3:10 A M
D ck enters his house with the file tucked under his arm

BARBARA (Q S.)
Are those OHara' s files?

He turns to see Barbara sitting at the dining roomtable.
Judgi ng by her expression, she’s been waiting here all night.

D CK
Yes.

BARBARA
How did you find her?

D CK
That's what | do, Barb.

BARBARA
Not anynor e.

D CK
Listen, | need to do this.

BARBARA

| loved himtoo, Dick. But nothing
you do i s gonna bring himback
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D CK
Then what’s the harn? |f what they
say is true, then-

BARBARA
Every m nute you work on this case,
you put our daughter’s life further
at risk.

Dl CK
And if we don't know the truth, how
much less is she at risk?

BARBARA
Ch don't give nme that bullshit
about fighting for what’s right!
Wio do you think you' re talking to?

D CK
What do you expect ne to do?! Just
wal k away?!

BARBARA

YES!
Dl CK

Well | cant. And | won't.
BARBARA

Vel |, you better. Learning the
truth about Bruce' s death won’t
make the world a better place for
our daughter if it gets her father
killed in the process.

She marches past himand up the stairs.

I N THE STUDY

Dick turns the light on at his desk and opens the file. He
stares at it for only a second before closing it.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



44.

UPSTAI RS | N THEI R BEDROOM
Dick crawls in bed and puts his arns around his wife.

DI SSOLVE TO.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Sun peaks through the curtains. Barbara awakens to di scover
that her bed is enpty.

DOM | N THE BASEMENT

D ck does pul | -ups.

MONTAGE:

-Dick visits the crime scene, taking pictures.

-Di ck bal ances atop a playground jungle gym one-handed.
- Barbara wat ches as D ck goes over the case files.

-Dick jogs in the rain. He's clearly getting fit.

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - AFTERNCON

Dick returns home fromhis jog to find O Hara’s car parked
out front.

| NSI DE

Barbara shares coffee with OHara in the living room

Dl CK
Don't let ne interrupt.
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D ck heads for the kitchen. Barbara doesn’t hold back..

BARBARA
Have you been to the crine scene?

D CK
It’s not a crime scene anynore,
it’s just an alley. Mre coffee?

Dick exits the living roomand storns into...

THE KI TCHEN
Barbara follows in after him Her voi ce hushed.

BARBARA
| would appreciate it if you were a
little less RUDE to our guests.

DI CK
Rude? That was ne bei ng nice.

BARBARA
What’'s gotten into you? He's here
because he cares.

DI CK
That’ s endeari ng.

BARBARA
Don't think I don’'t know what
you' re doing. The running every
nmorning, the pull-ups... it’s like
you're training for a war.

O HARA (O S.)
| appreciate the hospitality, but I
really shoul d get going.

Dick enpties the coffee pot into the sink.
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D CK
Just as well, we're out of coffee
anyway.

BARBARA
Fine. But you keep this up and I
swear |'Il |eave and take Bethany
with ne.
Barbara exits the kitchen.

CUT TO

Dar kness abounds with nothing but the tranquil SOUND OF RAIN,
until a clap of thunder and an arc of lightning give viewto
BATMAN S GRAVESTONE. W are at...

EXT. GRAVEYARD - NI GHT

D ck stands before the nmonunent, rain washing down. H's
anger brew ng.

INT. ATY HALL - EARLY MORNI NG

Dick barges into OHara’ s office.

Dl CK
You need to tell ne what you know.

O Hara sits behind a desk with two busi nessnen seated in
front of him H's secretary follows into the room

SECRETARY
" msorry, Conm ssioner -

O Hara silences her with a wave.

O HARA
Ve were finished here anyway.
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THE HALLWAY

They wal k and tal k, O Hara recounting a story he’s told a
hundred ti nes.

O HARA

| arrived in the alley at 11:37 PM
VW found strands of green hair on
the roof as well as on the
deceased. Two days |ater we caught
t he Joker, whose DNA natched the
hair found at the crine scene and
who | ater confessed to the crine.

D CK
He clainms to have shot Batnan in
the chest and watched himfall off
t he roof, | anding..
(refers to the file)
guote, “Flat on his back like a
wi ngl ess bat.”

O HARA
|"mwel |l aware of his testinony.

D CK
Then explain this. The autopsy
report says he shattered both
ankl es. Look -
(shows himthe file)
He didn’t land on his back, he
| anded feet first and fell forward,
accounting for the contusion to his
skul | .

CUT TO
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I NT. ALLEY - N GHT

WHAM - Batnman neets with the pavenent, shattering his ankles
and cracking his skull.

BACK TO

INT. CTY HALL - HALLWAY

O HARA
Provi ng what ?

Dl CK
Proving that the Joker didn't
cormt the crime - because he

didn’t see it.

O HARA
Cone on, Dick. Forensics can put
himon the roof at the tine of the
nmurder and the history between the
two of them establishes nore than
enough notive. And if that wasn’t
enough, the gun used to commt the
crime was his gun of choice - a
forty-four caliber Smth and
Wesson. The sanme nmake and nodel he
used to shoot your wife.

CUT TO

| NT. APARTMENT - FRONT DOCR

The Joker levels his gun at Barbara's abdonmen and pul | s back
on the trigger - BANG

BACK TO
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INT. GATY HALL - HALLWAY
D ck holds out a photo.

D CK
Look at this. Powder burns on the
arnor. That neans the gun was
fired from point blank range.

O HARA
W know this.

D CK
Bat man woul d never allow t he Joker
within arns length of him And
supposi ng for sone reason that he

did, he’d be ready for whatever
fol | oned.

CUT TO

EXT. BU LD NG ROOFTCOP - N GHT
The barrel of the gun goes off an inch from Batman's chest.

BACK TGO

INT. ATY HALL - HALLWAY

O HARA
W all get old, Dick, and we all
slip up.

Dl CK

There’s a man in the alley who says
he heard a single gunshot followed
by Batman nearly | anding on top of
hi m
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O HARA
A drunk in the alley.

DI CK
There’s no nmention of hearing any
| aughter follow ng the gunshot.

O HARA
D ck. ..

DI CK
The Joker may have been on that
roof, but he didn't witness the
shooting and he didn't pull the
trigger.

O HARA
Vel |l he says he did - and a jury
bel i eved him

D CK
O course he confessed! He's
already serving life at Arkham In

the eyes of his peers, being the
triggerman nmakes hima god dam
her o!

O HARA
Are you finished?

D CK
Listen to ne, at the very |east,
| et --

O HARA

| think 1’ve heard enough. Al beit
a bit late, you ve said your piece.

O Hara leads Dick to a conference roomfilled wth people.
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O HARA
Now let it go, D ck. Your crinme
fighting days are over.

O Hara enters the room |eaving D ck outside.

I NT. GRAYSON S HOUSE - STUDY - N GHT

Dick sits at his desk, trying to unravel the nystery behind
the want ads and who hired Selina.

A picture of a PUDDLE OF BLOCD sends his mnd reeling--
CUT TGO

FLASHBACK of Dick dressed as N ghtw ng.

He sends a Batarang whirling--

It connects, forcing the gunman's hand up. Above, a woman
overl ooking the alley is hit and kill ed.

BACK TGO

STUDY - SAMVE

D ck shakes the nmenory from his thoughts and HEARS Bet hany
gi ggling down the hall.

UPSTAI RS | N THE BATHROOM

D ck watches fromthe hall as his wife scrubs Bethany in the
t ub.

BARBARA
D d you get your el bows?

BETHANY
When can we go back to the market?
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BARBARA
That’ s on Thur sdays.

BETHANY
| wanna buy Daddy sone fl owers.

BARBARA
What col or?

BETHANY
Red and yellow. And orange. And
pur pl e.
Dick takes it all in, considering..

BACK AT H' S DESK

The crinme scene reports are boxed up and thrown in the
cl oset.

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BACK YARD - DAY

Bet hany plays on a sw ng set.

BETHANY
Dad, watch this.

D ck breaks fromraking the | eaves to watch his daughter hang
fromher legs. Barbara gazes from.

THE KI TCHEN W NDOW

She smles at the sight of her husband and daughter playing.
Bef ore she finishes nmaking lunch, the doorbell rings.

AT THE FRONT DOCOR

Barbara is greeted by...
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BARBARA
Al fred!

She bends down to his wheel chair and gives hima hug.

ALFRED
How good to see you, M ss Barbara.

BARBARA
Cone in, cone in, |I'mmaking |unch.

EXT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - BACKYARD - LATER

A fred sets a small MANI LA ENVELOPE on the table in front of
D ck. Barbara sits next to him

ALFRED
Mast er Bruce expressed a hope that
you woul d continue to donate a
portion of his earnings to the
charities he supported. However,
it is entirely up to your
di scretion. Wayne Enterprises, the
estate... everything now belongs to
you.

D ck exchanges a | ook with Barbara before reaching for the
envel ope. As he picks it up, her hand conmes down on top of
hi s.

BARBARA
W don’t want it.

Dl CK & ALFRED
What ?

BARBARA
W don’'t need this. A garage ful
of cars, a stable full of horses -
you can’t even ride a horse.
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Dl CK
Barb. ..

BARBARA
Besi des, | have a good job and
we’' re payi ng down your nedica
bills-

Dl CK

You woul d never have to work again.

BARBARA
| don’t m nd working.

D CK
Bet hany’ s col | ege education, what
about that?

BARBARA
That’ s what our savings are for.

DI CK
By this tinme tonmorrow we coul d
afford to have your back | ooked at
by the best doctors in the world.

BARBARA
[t isn't worth it!

ALFRED
| apologize if |I'’ve come at a bad
time.

DI CK

Don’t apol ogi ze.

BARBARA
W don't need this in our |ives
ri ght now.

D CK

That decision isn’'t up to you.
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BARBARA
Gve the noney to Aark. He'll do
sonet hing good with it.

D CK
Hhff... dark’s out of his m nd.
He' s turned his back on his friends
and | et the League go to hell.

BARBARA
| don’t care what’'s happened to the
League and | don’t care what you

have against Cark! | care about
this famly!
ALFRED

Pl ease, pl ease..
Al fred takes hold of Barbara s hand.

ALFRED

M ss Barbara, with all due respect,
this inheritance is not neant for
G ark Kent.

(to Dick)
And you. .. you shoul d know t hat
despite their falling out, Master
Bruce held M. Kent in high regard.
And rightfully so, when you
consi der the conplexity of his
obligations. It’s not every nman
who can handl e the wei ght of the
wor | d on his shoul ders.

D CK

No of fense, Alfred, but we all have
burdens to carry.
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ALFRED
Yes, and you shoul d be thankful you
are not required to carry his.

CUT TO

Pol i shed RED BOOTS wal k across a field of HUMAN BONES. W
are in...

EXT. AFRI CA - DAY

The boots bel ong to SUPERVAN, who wanders through a vall ey
l[ittered with corpses.

An enptiness consunmes his eyes, his expression no different
than the vultures feeding on the dead - |ifel ess and drai ned,
as though he’ d wal ked t hrough a thousand of these fields.
Waen. . .

A bl ood- curdl i ng SCREAM spi ns Superman on hi s heel s.

There, springing fromthe tree line, is a WOMAN COVERED | N
BLOOD, her dark skin |lacquered red as though she’d been
di pped in paint.

GUNSHOTS ring out and a bullet tears into her shoul der,
sendi ng her headl ong into Superman’s arns.

He pivots to protect her as nore gunfire erupts fromthe
brush, the bullets ricocheting off his back - not that it
will matter.

The woman’s | ast breath trickles fromher |ungs.

Superman gently sets her down and turns to face the culprits.
A dozen machi ne guns blaze at himfromthe safety of the

trees.

The Man of Steel lifts back his arns and, with the force of a
crashing meteor, CLAPS H S HANDS
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A SONNC BOOMfills the air and a SHOCK WAVE shakes t he
jungle, the trees barely clinging to their roots.

When the dust settles, an El GHT- YEAR- OLD BOY stunbl es from
the tree line. He drops his rifle and falls to the ground,
his ear druns bl eedi ng.

Superman watches in horror as a dozen other gunmen topple out
fromhiding, all of themchildren
| NT. WAYNE MANCR - DAY

The front door opens and D ck steps inside. Sheets cover
ever yt hi ng.

He nakes his way to the library and reaches for a book on the
shelf. Wen pulled, a portion of the floor slides back -
reveal i ng a H DDEN STAI RWELL

Descendi ng t hrough darkened hal | ways, he enters...

THE BATCAVE

Wth his first step, Dick sinks into a foot of water. A
portion of the cave is flooded.

He continues further into the cavern. Hs fingers followthe
contours of one in a series of twelve Batnobiles, al
gat heri ng dust.

Relics of the past consume every corner: a giant Joker card,
an oversi zed penny, a rack of the Penguin’s unbrellas...

And that's when he sees it - the ROBIN COSTUVE, hanging in a
gl ass di spl ay case.

ALFRED (O S.)
ADbit colorful, | admt.
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Dick turns to see Alfred sitting in a notorized wheel chair at
the far end of the cave.

ALFRED
Still, a fine suit of arnor.

Al fred wheels hinself over to a tool bench and conti nues his
work, re-wiring sone sort of handheld, electronic Q@ ZMO

DI CK
Ever heard of pinochle?

ALFRED
Ha, that’s a gane best played with
friends. These days |I'’mvery nuch
al one. However, | do enjoy
tinkering with these things. Helps
keep the m nd sharp.

Dl CK
What’s this one do?

ALFRED

Ch, just another toy. Simlar in
function to an EMP., only,
i nstead of overl oading the
circuits, it reverses polarity.

(off Dick’s | ook)
Ha ha... | forget. You never had a
| ove for science. No, your area of
expertise was in | eaping off
heights with never a care as to
where you mght land. Al ways the
acrobat, eh Master D ck?

Dick lets a smle sneak across his lips that quickly fades.
Dl CK

So... what are we supposed to do
with all this?
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ALFRED
| suppose you' ||l know, when the
time’s right.

Al fred wheels hinself to the cave el evator.

ALFRED
It’s good to have you hone, sir.
Now i f you' Il excuse ne, |I'Il |eave

the two of you al one.

D CK
Wait - what?

The el evat or door cl oses.

D ck | ooks around. There’s no one else in the cave. That's
when he notices. ..

A blinking RED LI GHT.

D ck steps closer. He brushes away the cobwebs and lays his
hand on a scanner. There’s a CLUNK as power floods into a
hul ki ng machine - this is the BAT COWUTER

D ck renoves the MANI LA ENVELOPE from his coat pocket and
tears it open. Qut slides an odd KEY, its distinct
triangul ar shape matches a tunbler on the Bat conputer

Timdly he slides the key into the console and gives it a
twi st, not expecting to hear..

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
If you're listening to this, D ck,
it means |' mal ready dead.

The sound of Bruce’s voi ce echoes through the cave.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
Let nme start by saying, that the
day you left, I was filled with
such... relief.

( MORE)
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BRUCE WAYNE (V.O.) (cont'd)
Just to know that you would get the

chance to live a normal life. |
know you feel guilty for having
gone, but it takes courage to begin
again and for that, |’ve never been
nore proud of you.

A VAULT automatically unl ocks across the room

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
This vault - the one you al ways
wanted to see the inside of as a
boy, well... I'"'mafraid it’s not
filled with any of those exciting
t hi ngs you once inmagi ned. |Inside
it is paperwork - the docunentation
you' Il need to bring all of this -
t he house, the stocks, ny entire
worth - into your nane. As for
Bruce Wayne, well, for now he’s
very much alive. You'll even hear
accounts of him popping up from
tinme to tine. In fact, he’'ll live
for several nore years until he
tragically dies in a plane crash
North of the H malayas. A fitting
death for a billionaire, | suppose.

A RED FOLDER sits in the vault.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
Al that | do ask, is that you
continue with ny contributions to
the conpanies in this city that are
still out to do good. They're
listed on the second shelf, red
f ol der.

The Bat conputer gives viewto a series of HOOGRAPH C
| MAGES. The first reveal s a SECRET PASSACGE
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BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
In the years that you’ ve been gone,
|’ ve made sone additiona
i mprovenents to nake the job a
little easier. Like the southern
tunnel , which opens right at the
front gate.

Next, we see inages of the BAT CYCLE. Wat |ooks |ike an
hourglass filled with neon liquid is strapped to the exhaust.
Bi ohazard enbl ens |ine the manifold.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
The bi kes have each been
retrofitted with a nmagnesi um
inductor. But don't say I didn't
warn you. This stuff makes nitrous
feel like you re standing still.

Last, we see a hol ographic display of a UTILITY BELT.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
And the belts have been equi pped
with mcro-processors to record up
to five hours of audio. Just
insert the chip into the nmainfrane
for playback

VW see how the chip is renoved and plugged into the Bat
conput er .

BRUCE VWAYNE
There's plenty nore but |I'’msure
you' Il discover it all for

yourself. And while | know | don’t
need to say this, it was an honor
to have fought beside you. You're
a great detective, an honest man,
and a true friend.
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EXT. GOTHAM COURT HOUSE - DAY

A bl ack sedan pulls up to the curb and O Hara gets out, rain
falling. He' s quickly swarmed by reporters.

REPORTER #1
Is it true Superman will now be
patrolling the streets of Gothant

O HARA
Yes, and we are |lucky to have him

REPORTER #2
Who in Washi ngt on commands t he
authority over where Supernman-

O HARA
The deci sion was that of the
Attorney Ceneral.

REPORTER #3
Shoul d the citizens of Gotham be
worried that Supernman now answers
to you?

O HARA
For the record, Supernman does
what’ s best for the good of this
country. And no, the people of
Got ham shoul d not be worried about
his presence here. Not unless
they' re crimnals.

The reporters all |augh. Looking past them O Hara thinks he

sees Dick across the street. However, at a second gl ance,
Dick is nowhere to be seen.

FROM | NSI DE A NEARBY BANK

D ck stares out the wi ndow, using the bank as cover.
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BANK TELLER
Can | hel p you?

DI CK
No t hank you

Before exiting, Dick spots GORDON at the teller w ndow.

Dl CK

Jim..
GORDON

Dick -- you bank here?
Dl CK

No.

Gordon col I ects his things.

GORDON
What '’ s w ong?

D CK
Not hi ng the League can’t answer.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - OBSERVATI ON DECK - DAY

A TOUR GROUP i s paraded through a section of the facility
over| ooki ng the main council room

WONDER WOVAN strides into the main room garnering el ated
chatter fromthe tourists.

TOUR QU DE
Now t here’s a woman who needs no
introduction. Standing five feet
el even inches tall and capabl e of
lifting over twelve thousand tons,
she’s one of the team s founding
nmenbers, though you d never know it
to | ook at her.
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Wnder Wonan presses a button, fogging the glass along the
observation deck

TOUR GUJ DE
Sorry fol ks, but not even we get to
see what goes on behind the
curtain. Nowif youll follow ne,
you' Il get a glinpse of what an
invisible jet really | ooks I|ike.

As they wal k out of the viewing area, one of the tourists
l'ingers behind and admres a heavy bust of the Fl ash.

Wth the force of his shoulder, he nuscles it over. The bust
topples into the viewi ng w ndow, shattering the glass and
setting off al arns.

Wthout hesitation, the tourist |eaps through the w ndow
frame and lands in the main council room bel ow. Before he
can take a step, he’s surrounded by a--

Towering circle of GREEN FI RE.

GREEN LANTERN eyes his captive. 1t’s none other than...

Dl CK
CGot a m nute?

CUT TO

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - ELEVATOR

Green Lantern escorts Dick into an elevator. The doors cl ose
and they begin to descend.

GREEN LANTERN
Quite the dramatic entrance.

D CK

Maybe next tinme you' |l try
returning ny calls.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



65.

GREEN LANTERN
W get a little busy around here,
i ncase you’ ve forgotten

D CK
Wll then | won't waste any of your
time. Take nme to Bruce’s body.

GREEN LANTERN
Bruce?

Dl CK
| need to see it.

GREEN LANTERN
There’s nothing to see. Cdark’s
al ready taken care of it.

Dl CK
Taken care of it how?

GREEN LANTERN
Per Bruce’'s wishes - he torched it.

CUT TO

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - THREE YEARS AGO
Superman engul fs Batman’ s body in HEAT VI Sl ON

BACK TGO

| NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - ELEVATOR
The el evat or doors opens and G een Lantern points.

GREEN LANTERN
That's all that's left.

Dick steps off the elevator and enters...
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A HANCER FI LLED WTH OLD BATVAN EQUI PVENT

The roomis a ness - an unkept storage facility overfl ow ng
with anti quated gadgets and vehi cl es.

At the far corner of the roomsits Batman’s UTILITY BELT.
Dick looks it over. It's a charred ness, nelted beyond
recognition.

Green Lantern grins at the sight of a 1966 BATMOBILE with
stylish tail fins.

GREEN LANTERN
Voi ce recognition, atomc battery -
don’t make ‘emlike this anynore.

D CK
Yeah, pretty car. You renenber the
man who drove it?

G een Lantern’s comm suddenly crackles with the VO CE of...

FLASH (Q. S.)
Hal , you better have a serious talk
w th Wonder Bra before |I'’mnade to
teach her a | esson.

Dl CK
How is Barry these days?

FLASH (O S.)
l’mtelling you, I’mone-tenth of a

second away fromtaking that |asso
of hers and-

G een Lantern shuts off his comm

GREEN LANTERN
Shoul d’ ve ki cked hi mout years ago.
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Dl CK
And d ark?

GREEN LANTERN
Spends nost his tinme on the front
lines, cleaning up the President’s
ness.

D CK
Cark’s a pawmn, just like D ana -
and don’t tell nme you think
ot herwi se.

GREEN LANTERN
W' re all pawns in sonme way or
anot her.

DI CK
That’s a great notto.

GREEN LANTERN
W' re a different League now, D ck.

D CK
That's what happens when you sit
O Hara at the head of the table.

G een Lantern steps up to him

GREEN LANTERN
If there’s a point you' re trying to
make, make it.

DI CK
Bruce is dead, HE S DEAD, and
you' ve buried his nenory |ike all
this junk. Wat happened to this
pl ace? This building used to stand
for sonething. WE used to stand
t oget her.

Again, Geen Lantern’s commsignals and we hear. .
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WONDER WOVAN (O S.)
O Hara’s asking to speak with you

DI CK
"1l let nyself out.

Dick stornms out of the roomw th the belt in hand, |eaving
G een Lantern to his thoughts.
| NT. BATCAVE
Dick pulls apart Batman’s utility belt.
D CK
You' re positive he made a recording

every night?

ALFRED
| ndeed, every night.

Dick renoves the chip and inserts it into the Bat conputer
when. . .

H s cell phone rings. He checks the nunber and answers.
D CK
Perfect timng. You want to hear
what happened that night?
ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE LI NE

CGCordon listens from hone.

GORDON
What ni ght ?

DCK (QS.)
Li sten. ..

Dick activates the recording. It begins wth--

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



69.

The JOKER LAUGH NG

Cordon sits w de-eyed, listening...

| NT. BATCAVE

The JOKER' S LAUGHTER fills the cave. H's cackle is proceeded
by a MAN S voi ce, however, only in indiscernible bits. W
hear a church bell ring as...

The audi o becones di storted.

GORDON (O S.)
What happened?

A VWVARNING i | lum nates on the Bat conputer, indicating danage.

Dl CK
God damm heat vision... he nust'’'ve
friedit.

GORDON (O S.)
Who? Wiat are you tal king about ?

D CK
The chip’s damaged. DAWN I T!

GORDON (Q. S.)
Can it be fixed?

ALFRED
Master Dick, we have a visitor.

Dl CK
No visitors. Keep the gates
cl osed.

ALFRED

|"mafraid the gates are cl osed,
though it doesn’'t seemto matter.
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THE FRONT DOCR

Opens to reveal SUPERVAN. Rain or no rain, D ck doesn't
invite himin.

SUPERNVAN
R chard.

Dl CK
Kent .

Super man pushes past Di ck and begi ns | ooki ng around t he
f oyer.

SUPERVAN
Barbara' s concerned. She’s worried
you're getting in over your head.

DI CK
Yeah, well, w ves worry about their
husbands. That’s what they do.

SUPERVAN
You don’t want to listen to her,
that’s fine. But I'"mhere to tell
you - you're wal king a thin rope.

D CK
|"mnot interested in your opinion,
d ark.

SUPERVAN

Bruce didn’'t want to hear it either
and it cost Jason his life.

D CK
GET QUT.

Super man nmakes for the door, stopping to add..
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SUPERVAN
From here on out, I'll do what's
expected of ne.

He exits the house and lifts into the night sky. D ck SLAVB
t he door.

MONTAGE:

1) Aifred toils with the audio chip, carefully pulling it
apart while D ck pounds away at a heavy bag.

2) Dick studies dozens of newspaper clippings, still trying
to crack the code.

3) Sprinting through the woods, Dick snaps out a Batarang and
hurls it toward the treetops. As it angles back, he flips
over a fallen tree and...

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - MORN NG

D ck catches the PAPER thrown at hi m by the paperboy.

LATER THAT MORNI NG

The newspaper |ay spread out across the kitchen table as Dick
studi es the personals. An advertisenent for the C RCUS
catches his eye.

Bet hany sits across fromhimand struggles with a word junble
on the back of her cereal box.

BETHANY
Dad, how do you spel
“boysenberry”?

DI CK

Un.. | don't know. Ask your
not her .
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Bet hany picks up the box and exits the room
BETHANY (O S.)
Mom will you help me with this
riddle?

Dick | ooks up fromthe paper - riddle...

| NT. BATCAVE

Dick enters a chanber filled with KEYS and renoves a set

mar ked ARKHAM

| NT. BATCAVE - LATER

A BLUEPRI NT of Arkham Asylum |l ay across a wide table. Dick
studi es the schematic and places a key on each door it’ll
open.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - NI GHT

The building |oons |ike a weathered castle, overrun with
gabl es and wapped in barbed wire. Hgh atop the wall, D ck

scal es the stonework. No ropes - he does it the hard way.

He di sappears into a snokest ack.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - FURNACE ROOM

D ck exits out the furnace and di srobes.

| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - HALLWAY
Now DRESSED AS A JANITCR, Dick unlocks a steel -plated door

and enters a corridor. On either side of himare solitary
confi nenent cells, nunbered sequentially.
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He passes door #42, hearing the faint SOUND OF LAUGHTER A
thin windowis the only visual access into the room

Dick’s curiosity gets the best of himand he | ooks in the
wi ndow. The cell appears enpty, however. ..

| NSI DE THE PADDED CELL

What Dick doesn't see is the JOKER (72) lying with his back

agai nst the door, his arns bound in a straightjacket, his
nmout h spl ayed wi de and ROARI NG W TH LAUGHTER

I N THE HALLWAY

Di ck noves further down the hall and comes to cell #63. A
wal | of glass separates Dick froma thin nman facing the
corner. O ossword puzzles cover the floor.

DI CK
Edward N gma.

EDWARD NI GVA (78), aka THE RIDDLER | ooks up from his puzzle,
his green eyes sparkling.
| NSI DE THE MAI N CONTROL ROOM

D ck can be seen standing outside the Riddler’s cell on one
of thirty nonitors. Two SECURI TY GUARDS t ake noti ce.

SECURI TY GUARD #1
What’ s Darrel doi ng?

DARREL (Q. S.)
You say somethin’?

The guards turn to see DARREL THE JANI TOR wheel his cart into
t he room
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AT THE RIDDLER S CELL
D ck holds the personals agai nst the glass for Edward.

EDWARD
Hmm Not a very clever code,
that’s for sure.

DI CK
Who pl aced these ads?

EDWARD
And why would a janitor care to
know?

DI CK

Tell me who placed these ads.

EDWARD
The coveralls fit you a bit tight
and bear a softer yellow enbroidery
in the patch - a subtle distinction
fromthe new uniforns, though an
adequat e di sgui se nonet hel ess.

D CK
The ads. ..

EDWARD
You' re | eft-handed, far-sighted,
and your accent nakes it apparent
that you are not originally from
this city. Yet, here you are,
determ ned to uncover the truth
about Cot hanis greatest chanpion
with a fire in your eye as though
you knew hi m personal | y.

Dl CK
| don’'t have tine for thisl!
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EDWARD
Ch cone now, DI CK GRAYSON, what's
the rush?

I N THE STAI RWELL

A throng of SECURI TY GUARDS race up the steps.

QUTSI DE THE RI DDLER S CELL

D CK
Who pl aced these ads?!

EDWARD
Wat was the pay out?

D CK
Thirty-four mllion.

EDWARD
Ah... therein lies your answer.

Dl CK
| don’t understand.

EDWARD
Look about and sniff around, its
someone rich within this town.

D CK
No ri ddl es!

EDWARD
For he who spends and pays out
mllions, has hinself sonme extra
billions.

The door to the hallway opens and a DQZEN SECURI TY GUARDS
enter, guns out and pointed.
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SECURI TY GUARD
STEP AWAY FROM THE GLASS AND GET
DOM ON THE GROUND! DO | T NOW

What they don’'t knowis that Dick is armed with--

The el ectronic G ZMO. He pushes the button, causing an ear-
splitting pul se to sound.

I NSI DE THE MAI N CONTROL ROOM

A bank of numbered RED LI GHTS flicker GREEN.

AT THE RIDDLER S CELL

Al the doors along the hallway UNLOCK. Chaos ensues as the
worl d’ s nost dangerous villains spring fromtheir cells and
attack the guards.

BOOM - a shotgun bl ast fractures an overhead pi pe, adding a
downpour to the frenzy. D ck takes advantage of the
distraction, all the while defending the guards fromtheir
aggressors. That is, until--

VWHACK - a chair snmacks hi mover the head and sends himto the
fl oor.

Welding the chair is a small, round man with a | ong nose -
this is OSWALD COPPLEPOT (81), aka THE PENGU N. He raises
the chair for a crushing blow. Wen..

CRUNCH - Gswal d is crushed behind the cell door of SO.OVON
GRUNDY, a pale giant who bears down on Dick and proceeds to
beat hi m sensel ess.

MORE GUARDS quickly arrive in riot gear and tranquilize
G undy and his counterparts.
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SECURI TY GUARD
(into radio)
LOCK DOM HALL TWELVE!

The main door to the corridor suddenly RE-LOCKS, trapping
Dick amd the braw.

D ck swi pes a shotgun froma guard--

BOOM - BOOM - BOOM - he enpties three rounds into a wre-nesh
wi ndow, then DIVES THROUGH I T. Landing...

IN THE ADJO NI NG HALLWAY

Dick picks hinself up and races toward a barred wi ndow. He
hurls a stubby Batarang that adheres to the gl ass.

BOOM - the w ndow expl odes, twisting the bars. He' s about to
exit when he hears--

SECUR TY GUARD
AHHHHH!

D ck spins to see a HANDSOVE MAN choking out a security
guard. As the man turns, we see that half his face is
covered in scars. This is HARVEY DENT (61), aka TWD FACE, a
schi zophreni ¢ mnurderer.

| nches away fromhis escape, Dick hurries to the guard’'s
rescue. He delivers a roundhouse kick that knocks Harvey for
a loop. No sooner does he save the guard' s |ife when--

THWERP! A tranquilizer dart hits Dick in the shoul der.

FIVE MORE GUARDS race into the hall. They wap Dick in a
strai ghtjacket and sedate himw th three nore darts.

D CK
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They throw Dick into--

AN EMPTY CELL
And | ock the door.

Dl CK
Wait! No! Get down...

The nedi ci ne takes effect, D ck’s dreans taking over...

1) Dressed as N ghtwing, D ck sends a Batarang whirling. It
THUNKS into a robber’s arm forcing the gun up.

Dick hollers in slow notion, the words “get down” rolling off
his lips, but it’s too |ate. Above, a woman overl ooki ng the
alley is killed. Her six-year old son, JASON TCODD, wi tnesses
it all.

2) Jason is brought through the halls of a foster hone.
Unbeknownst to him D ck watches froma di stance.

3) To Bruce's surprise, Dick |leads Jason into the Batcave.
4) Dick trains Jason. Bruce watches, unsure.

5) The Joker levels his gun through a doorway and shoots
Barbara in the abdonen.

6) Gordon arrives at Barbara' s apartnment to find her spraw ed
across the living roomfloor, blood everywhere.

7) Disguised as N ghtwi ng, D ck chases the Joker into a
factory filled with Joker dolls.

Bat man and a new Robin arrive on the scene. For a nonent,
they work as a team- Batman, N ghtwing and Robin - all three
fighting as one. That is--

Until Jason neets with a CROMBAR-W ELDI NG Joker. Steel
cracks agai nst bone, spraying bl ood.
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And to make matters worse - a BOVB ti cks down the seconds...
3... 2... 1...
BOOM - the building coll apses.

VWhen the snoke settles, Batman rises fromthe rubble with
Jason in his arns - DEAD

8) The Robin costune is sealed in a glass case and hung in
t he Bat cave.

9) Supernman stands at the head of the Justice League table,
surrounded by his peers. Batman stands opposite him Though
we can’'t hear their conversation, they re having the kind of
argunent that dissolves friendships.

Bat man wal ks out .

Losing his cool, Superman flicks the table, throwing it
across the room

10) Dick tosses his black costune into a roaring fireplace.
Barbara waps her arns around him She’s confined to a
WHEEL CHAI R

11) BANG Batnman is shot in the chest.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - PADDED CELL

D ck awakens, still strapped in a straightjacket. The door
opens and O Hara enters.

O HARA
You' re |ucky no one escaped. That
woul d’ ve added a few nore
indictments to the |ist.

DI CK
Get this thing of f ne.
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O HARA
|”ve taken the liberty of calling
your wife. She's already at the
station and she’s not all that
pl eased.

D CK
You stay away fromny famly!

O HARA

It’1l be you who has to stay away.
You' re going to jail, Dick. This
stunt was the last of it.

(to the guards)
Bring himto County and have him
booked. Four-nman surveill ance at
all times.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - LATER

D ck goes through processing, undergoi ng nug shots and finger-
prints. Seconds later, he’s |ocked inside a...

JAI L CELL
The door echoes as it cl oses.

FADE TO BLACK:

The darkness becones a bl ack robe belonging to a JUDGE. W
are in...

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY

D ck stands beside a court appointed | awer as the
arrai gnnent pl ays out.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



81.

JUDCGE
Let the record show that the
def endant has entered a plea of
guilty on all twenty-six charges
pendi ng agai nst him This court
wi Il reconvene three weeks from
today, on April fifth at el even
o' clock, to carry out sentencing.
I n agreement with the prosecution,
bail is set for five mllion
dol | ars.

DEFENSE ATTCORNEY
Five mllion dollars?' Your Honor,
this is ny client’s first offense--

JUDCGE
Hs first of twenty-six offenses.
Bail is set for five mllion

dol lars. Court is adjourned.

The gavel bangs.

I NT. COURTHOUSE - HALLWAY - LATER

Chief O Hara shakes hands with the prosecutor as the defense
attorney wat ches froma di stance.

A man in a wheel chair approaches the defense attorney.
ALFRED
That was five mllion, was it?
| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - DAY

Bar bara | ooks out the window to see a black sedan pull up to
the house. Dick exits the car.

BETHANY
| can’t find ny red sweater
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BARBARA
| have your blue one. Let’s go.

BETHANY
But I want ny red-

BARBARA
NOW

Bet hany follows in her nother’s | ead and exits the house via
t he si de door.

I N THE DRI VEWAY

The two get in the car.

BARBARA
Seat belt.

Bet hany buckl es in, when-

BETHANY
Daddy!

Bet hany undoes her seat belt and rolls down her w ndow.

BARBARA
Put your seat belt back on.

BETHANY
Wy ?

BARBARA
PUT I T ON

Di ck notices the SU TCASES piled in the back seat.

D CK
Barb, wait...
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BETHANY
H Daddy.

BARBARA
(t o Bet hany)
Il will NOT tell you again!

Bet hany buckl es in as Barbara puts the car in reverse.

DI CK
Barb, | need your help. | can't do
t hi s al one.

BARBARA
| won't be a part of it, D ck. Not
agai n.

She pull's away, leaving himin the driveway.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BATHROOM

A mrror swings back into place. Dick’s shaven off his
bear d.

| NT. BATCAVE

Dick slaps a RED FILE to the table. 1t reads WAYNE
ENTERPRI SES, DONATI ONS. He pours through it, searching.

H s finger conmes to rest on a conpany called GOTHAM
SECURITIES. Their allotted donation: thirty-four mllion.

ALFRED (O S.)
Master Dick, M. CGordon is here,

Sir.

D CK
Any |uck on that chip?
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ALFRED. (Q S.)
Sone. The conputer has identified
t he danmage, but it nmay take sone
time to reconstruct.

DI CK
Stay on it.

ALFRED (O S.)
O course, sir. And M. Cordon?

Dl CK
Let himin.

Dick sits at the Bat conputer and types in “ Gotham
Securities.”

Cordon enters the cave. Having never been down here, he's a
bit overwhel ned.

GORDON
M/ god. He always called it a
cave, but | thought he was ki ddi ng.

Dl CK
CGot ham Securities, ever hear of it?

GORDON
Un - should | have?

D ck hands himthe file.

D CK
No address, no enployees. Just an
of f shore account.

GORDON
Dick, | know you don’t want to hear
this right now, but | think you
need to take a deep breath and j ust
- sit down for a nonent.
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Dick isn't |istening.

GORDON
D ck. ..

DI CK
Son of a bitch did it right under
our noses. ..

Cordon slans the file to the table.

GORDON
HEY. |’ve gone down this road.
Lost it all... hell, thought | |ost

ny mnd. Not a day goes by when |
don't think of it. M daughter
lying in all that blood...

Cordon shakes off the nenory.

GORDON
You listen to nme. You need to
t hi nk about Barbara now. Think
about your marriage - of what this
could do to Bethany. 1Is it worth
| osing your famly over?

A fred wheels into the room short of breath.

D CK
What ?

ALFRED
He’' s escaped.

CUT TO
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| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM

A group of GQUARDS IN RIOTI' GEAR open cell #42. Quns drawn,

t hey approach an inmate wapped in a straightjacket and
hunched in the corner. To their surprise, it’'s not the Joker
- it’s a prison guard.

BACK TO

| NT. BATCAVE

GORDON
Ch ny god.

ALFRED
He nust’ ve escaped during your
escapade the ot her night.

Dl CK
Bar bar a.

Cordon picks up a phone and dials out...

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

Barbara's cell phone rings, only it’s in the car. She and
Bet hany can be seen wal king toward a bustling market.

| NT. BATCAVE

GORDON
She’ s not answeri ng.

Dick rips a covering off the BAT CYCLE. He punches the
ignition and the engine roars to life.
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EXT. MARKET - DAY

FIl ower vendors, vegetable stands, juggling clowns - with so
much excitenent, Barbara doesn't notice the one CLOM maki ng
his way toward them

| NTERCUT

-The Bat cycle blasts to the street and tears down the road.
-The clown stal ks cl oser. ..

-Dick steers through traffic at breakneck speed. He
activates the magnesium afterburners. The speedoneter junps
from 120 to 250.

-Barbara turns for a split second and Bet hany's gone.

BARBARA
Bet hany?

D ck zoons onto the scene and skids to a stop, the tires
smoking. The sight of himon the Bat cycle sends a chil
t hrough Barbara’s veins.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

A Xerox machi ne copies Bethany’'s picture, adding to a stack
of leaflets already printed.

D ck paces as cops m || about.

DI CK
| need to get out of here.

COoP #1
W' re doi ng everything we can.
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D CK
I’mtelling you, | can find him

COP #1
You're likely to put yourself or
your daughter’s life at further
risk.

DI CK
You' re not listening to ne!

COP #1
No, you're not |istening! Now get
sone coffee, pull up a chair and
have a seat, ‘cause you' re not
goi ng anywhere.

Barbara exits froma roomfull of investigators, her face
swollen fromcrying. She locks eyes with D ck and
appr oaches.

SLAP - her hand cones across his face. She tries to hit him
agai n but the cops intervene.

BARBARA
You bast ard!

She goes hysterical, crying and screamng. It takes three
men to restrain her. They usher her into another room and
cl ose the door

The commption draws O Hara into the room

Dick lunges at him He only gets a hand on O Hara’ s shoul der
before a swarm of cops tackle himagai nst the nearest desk

D CK
You did this! First Batnman--

O HARA
Get hi mout of herel!
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D CK
AND NOW MY DAUGHTER

O HARA
Put hi m sonewhere to cool off!

The officers drag D ck down the hall and throw himinto a...

JAIL CELL

The door to the cell |ocks shut. Dick stares back at them
chest heavi ng.

COoP #1
Let nme get you that coffee.

The cops head back the way they cane, chatting anong
t hensel ves.

COP #2
You al right?

COP #3
Yeah, he tagged ne good t hough.

COoP #1
Hard to believe that guy' s Robin.

COP #2
Yeah, didn't put up nuch of a
fight.
Cop #1 feels his pockets.

COP #2
Lose sonethin' ?

Cop #1 races back down the hall. He rounds the corner to see
Dick’s jail cell open, his KEYS in the door.
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| NT. PCLI CE STATION - ROCOF
A PQLI CE HELI COPTER t ouches down on a | andi ng pad.

D ck kicks the pilot fromhis seat and takes the chopper
airborne, barely escaping an arnmy of cops racing out to stop
him However, he doesn’t get away unscat hed.

The cops open fire, puncturing the fuselage - |eaking gas.

EXT. GOTHAM SKYLI NE - N GHT

Dick flies out of the city, |eaving Gothambehind him He
grabs the radio.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME

The Flash sits at the League conputer, his costunme on, save
for the mask. He reads a com c book and snacks on potato
chi ps when a call squeaks across the radio...

DI CK (RADI O
Ri der, zero, Krypton, yellow, five.
Ri der, zero, Krypton, yellow five.

Aquanman hears it too.

FLASH
What the hell is that?

AQUAVAN
That’ s an ol d di stress signal.
Open the hanger.

Suddenly the words “GOTHAM ALERT” appear on the G ANT SCREEN
overhangi ng the room Aquanman flips a switch on the consol e,
giving viewto O Hara.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



91.

AQUANAN

CGCo ahead, Comm ssi oner.

O HARA ( TRANSM SSI ON)
It appears we have a situation

| NT. PCLI CE STATI ON - SAME
O Hara stands in front of a canera.

O HARA
D ck Grayson has violated his
parol e and stolen a police
hel i copter. W believe he’s headed
in your direction. However, to
avoid a conflict of interest, you
are not to intervene. The
authorities in your area have ny
conpl ete confidence. Thank you and
that is all.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME

O Hara's image switches off. The Flash sits back in his
seat .

FLASH
Thi s shoul d be interesting.
| NT. HELI COPTOR - SAME
Dick nears the Hall of Justice - two hundred yards up ahead.

Dl CK
Ri der, zero, Krypton-

The FUEL LI GHT cones on and the engine sputters.
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D CK
Holy shit.
| NT. JUSTI CE LEAGUE - SAME

Aquanman wat ches on the JLA nonitor as the chopper starts to
pi tch.

AQUAVAN
CGood | ord.
FLASH
Don’t get any ideas. You heard
O Har a.
AQUANAN
That’ s Dick G ayson up there!
FLASH
Not for |ong.

EXT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME
The chopper drops fromthe sky. D ck straps on his seat belt
as KA- RAAAAAAAAAAAAASH
| NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME
FLASH

Quess we're due for a new

f ount ai n.
EXT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME
Dick stunbles fromthe weck, a w cked cut across his |eft

eye. He hurries to the main entrance and pounds on the door.
Only, he’s not alone...
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POLI CE
D ck Grayson, you're conpletely
surrounded! Put your hands in the
air and turn around!

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME

FLASH
(chuckl i ng)
How s he gonna get out of this.

Aquaman mar ches toward the door.

In the blink of an eye, the Flash crosses the room putting
hi nsel f between Aquanman and the door

AQUAVAN
CGet out of the way, Barry.

FLASH
| don’t think so.

AQUAVAN
Step asi de.

FLASH
You' re gonna have to do better than
that, old man

AQUANAN
| said, STEP ASIDE.

Aquaman angl es his stare.

FLASH
Ha... save that telepathy shit for
the fish.

The Fl ash suddenly feels a dizzying sensation. H's
expressi on goes bl ank and he steps out of the way.
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AQUANVAN
Wirr ks on whal es too, asshol e.
EXT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME
The cops close in on D ck, when--
The door slides open, allowing Dick inside. The door quickly

cl oses behi nd him

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME

AQUANVAN
You al right?

D ck nods yes and spots the Flash just standing there, dazed.

AQUAVAN
You wanna clock him now s your
chance.

D CK
Tenpt i ng.

The PCQLI CE can be heard poundi ng on the door.

POLICE (O S.)
Attention Justice League nenbers,
you are harboring a wanted nan..

D CK
| need to get back to the cave.
Does the passage still work?
AQUANVAN

Your guess is as good as m ne.
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I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - HANGER

Aquaman | eads Dick into the hanger filled with ol d Batman
equi pnent. They approach a thin, ROCKET- SHAPED PCD resting
on a track.

AQUAVAN

Let’s hope there s power.

D ck brushes away the cobwebs and pushes a button. Not hing
happens.

AQUAVAN
No | uck.

D CK
| can run a patch
(to the Batnobil e)
Atom c batteries to power.

The cl assic Batnobile of the 60's revs to life. D ck pops
the hood and runs a cable fromthe car engine to the rocket-
pod consol e.

DI CK
Try it again.

Aquaman flicks a switch and the rocket-pod huns w th power.
D ck opens the cockpit and shakes Aquaman’ s hand.

Dl CK
Thanks, Arthur.

AQUANVAN
Anyti me-

WHACK - a whirl of red catches Aquaman in the jaw, knocking
hi m col d.

VHAM - Dick is kicked to the fl oor. H s assail ant, none
ot her than..
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FLASH
Hey there, Dick. Good to see ya.

BAM - he hits Dick with another |ightning fast punch.

D CK
Barry... ny daughter...

FLASH
Yeah, | got a fewnyself. So |I’'ve
hear d.

He delivers three nore punches that |eave D ck gasping for
air.

D CK
Don't... nmake ne... hurt you.

KRACK - the Fl ash wall ops hi m agai n.

FLASH
There it is, that attitude.

Dick crawls toward the pod, his nose bl eeding.

FLASH
Bruce had the sanme thing. A ways
made me want to set the record
strai ght, show you what it neans to
have real power.

Dick tries to fight back, but he’s no match. The Fl ash
purmel s himto the ground.

FLASH
So much for that attitude, eh D ck?
Wiat's the matter? Nothin' else to
say?

What the Fl ash doesn't realize is--
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D ck has lead himaround to the tail of the BATMOBI LE.
Through swollen lips, Dick utters...

DI CK
Tur bi nes to speed.

The Batnobile registers his VO CE COMAND and t he engi ne
ignites, engulfing the Flash in FLAMES.

FLASH
AHHHHHHHH!

D ck grabs a nearby tarp and hel ps snother the flames. The
Flash will live, however he'll be noving a | ot slower.

Dick clinbs into the pod. He closes the cockpit and straps
in. A push of the button sends the pod whizzing down t he
track.

EXT. CEMETERY - N GHT

Arotting SKELETON in a pink dress lies in a casket.

The coffin lay six feet below the earth and is nmarked by a
conservati ve headstone that reads “BELOVED WFE, LO S KENT.”

It’s a disturbing sight, seen only by one man...

Superman stares down at the grave, his x-ray vision providing
nore then we’d care to see.

H s conm glows red and he | aunches skyward.

EXT. PARKI NG GARAGE - N GHT

Super man descends out of the night sky. OHara is waiting.

O HARA
This ends now. Do you understand
me? | want him QUT of the

equat i on!
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| NT. BATCAVE

The pod cones zipping into the cave and nakes an abrupt stop.
Al fred and Gordon are there to greet him

GORDON
D ck! Thank god you' re alive. W
heard about the crash.

D CK
Any visitors?

ALFRED
Pl enty.

D CK
Initiate defenses and get ne the
Pul se.

ALFRED

Very good, sir.

Alfred flicks a dozen swi tches..

QUTSI DE WAYNE NANCR

MACHINE GUNS |ift fromthe |awn and open fire. The
encroachi ng SWAT teamruns for cover.

| NSI DE THE BATCAVE

GORDON

@ns? | thought Bruce was agai nst -
ALFRED

He was. | wasn’t.

Al fred opens a chanber filled with dated el ectronic gadgetry.
He pulls a RADAR- SCOPE fromthe shelf.
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GORDON
What’'s that?

DI CK
Hom ng beacon.

Dick throws in a new battery. It beeps to life.

GORDON
To what ?

Dl CK
The Joker.
How?

ALFRED
[t’s sewn inside him

GORDON
VWhat ?!  Wen. ..

ALFRED
Years ago. After Barbara was shot.

CUT TO

| NT. HOUSE - FOYER
The Joker shoots Barbar a.

BACK TGO

| NT. BATCAVE

ALFRED
Mast er Bruce was adamant that the
Joker woul d never cause anyone harm
agai n.
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Cordon is floored - sewn inside the Joker? Ww.

D CK
Al fred, power up The Beast.

ALFRED
R ght away, sir.

D ck opens a chanber filled with ROBIN ATTI RE - boots,
gl oves, capes...

D CK
Jim | want you to stay here and
get a call into the Editor and

Chi ef of the Got ham Ti nes.

GORDON
And say what ?

Dl CK
Let hi m know. . .

He opens a special vault - hone to his original ROBIN VEST.

D CK
...there was another man on the
roof that night.

CUT TO

EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT

O Hara steps fromthe shadows, his gun drawn and poi nted at
t he Joker.

BACK TO

| NT. BATCAVE

Di ck selects an assortnent of Robin arnor fromthe vault.
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D CK
O Hara hires Selina to free the
Joker. Bruce takes the bait and
when he’s not expecting it...

CUT TGO

EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT

BATMAN steps fromthe shadows. He nears O Hara, who suddenly
turns. ..

BANG - the barrel goes off an inch fromBatman's chest.

BACK TGO

| NT. BATCAVE

GORDON
O Hara? Wat's his notive?

D CK
He's been second in conmand his
whol e career. Even with your
retirenment, if it’s power he’'s
after, then Batman has to die.

D ck pushes over the case enshrining the Robin uniform It
CRASHES to the floor, glass shattering.

GORDON
Do you have any proof?

D CK
Got ham Securities - a dumy
corporation set up to receive noney
fromthe Wayne foundation. The
sane noney O Hara used to hire
Selina. Link OHara to Got ham
Securities...
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Dick grabs the utility belt off the floor.

Dl CK
...and we catch our killer.

EXT. WAYNE MANCR - N GHT

The cops take the offensive and drive a HUWEE into the iron
gates. Surprisingly, the gates hol d.

HUMVEE CAPTAI N
Back it up, we’'ll hit it again-

Suddenly the Hunvee is caught in the Iights of an oncom ng
vehicle. Too bad for them this is no car...

A SECRET PASSACE gives way to an arnor-plated vehicle with
tank-1ike treads. THE BEAST, as it’s appropriately call ed,
pl ows through the gates - |aunching the Hunvee airborne.

Treads churning, the Beast takes to the street, now ng over
everything in its way.

Two PCLI CE HELI COPTERS gi ve chase.
HELI COPTCOR PI LOT
W’ ve got him Mving south by
sout h-east towards Got ham Har bor.
AT THE PQOLI CE STATI ON

O Hara grabs the radio.

O HARA
Do NOT |ose him That is an order!
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GOTHAM HARBOR

HELI COPTOR PI LOT
Copy that. W’'re on him

The pilots aren't prepared for the Beast to drive off the
pi er and vani sh beneath the Got ham R ver

UNDERWATER

Fully suited up, ROBIN steers the Beast along the bottom of
the riverbed. H's tracking device shows the Joker on the
nove.

| NT. JOKER S H DEAVAY

Mol d and broken wi ndows make up this one story house.

The Joker exits the bathroom clutching his abdomen, his stark
whi te hands covered in BLOOD

Bet hany sits on the couch, snacking on a spindle of cotton
candy. For the first tine, she becones afraid.

JOKER
There there, don’'t be frightened.
My girls love children
TWD LEATHER CLAD, WH TE- SKI NNED JOKER G RLS step out of the
back room The Joker’s | augh echoes over..

EXT. RIVER BANK - N GHT

The Beast surfaces and takes to the city streets, closing in
on the Joker's location. The tracking device |eads to...
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THE JOKER S H DEAVAY

Robin springs fromthe tank and dives into the house through
a plate glass window He rolls to his feet and spi es--

Bet hany' s SVWEATER on the fl oor.

As soon as Robin grabs it, the floor gives way, dropping him
into...

THE BASEMENT

Wcked traps line the hall

Robi n makes his way through a sinister nmaze, dodging darts
and ducki ng axes.

The last roomhe enters is filled with purple and green
BALLOONS. To his horror, sonething beneath the ball oons
GROALS and tranpl es cl oser.

It’s a white TIGER with green stripes. It pounces!

| NT. BATCAVE
Cordon clinbs into the rocket-shaped pod.
ALFRED
| do believe Master Dick neant for

you to stay here...

WOOOSH - too |ate, CGordon is sent zipping underground.

I NT. JOKER S PLAYHOUSE

The tiger slunps to the floor, a needle stabbed into its
neck.
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Robin gets to his feet. Hs cape’s torn to hell and claw
marks run the length of both arns, but he's still breathing.

Panic sets in at the sight of--

The HOM NG BEACON sewn into the Joker - now renoved.

EXT. JOKER S H DEAVWAY

Robi n races out of the house. He |eaps onto a mail box,
bounds across a noving bus and flips onto a | anp post.
Perched above the street, a row of POSTERS catch his eye -
advertisenments for--

The Cl RCUS.

EXT. C RCUS - PARKING LOT

The Joker steers his white ‘73 Cadillac into a parked car,
generating a hardy | augh.

Hs girls gleefully pull Bethany out of the trunk.

JOKER
(si ngi ng)
The wheels on the bus go ‘round and

‘round. ..
He grabs Bethany by the hair and drags her toward the big
tent.
| NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE

The rocket-pod conmes zipping to a stop and Gordon clinbs out,
di zzy.

GORDON
Too old for this.
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He spots the FLASH and AQUANMAN bot h spl ayed across the fl oor
and is startled by the arrival of--

GREEN LANTERN
What happened here?

EXT. A TY STREETS

The Beast skids around a corner at an al arm ng speed, when
suddenl y, the roof peels back, revealing--

WONDER WOMAN.  She yanks Robin fromthe vehicle and t hrows
himto the asphalt.

Robin tries to get away, when he’s ensnared by a G.ON NG
LASSO Its pulsating hum overwhel ns his nervous system
paral yzi ng his nuscl es.

WONDER WOVAN
Don't fight it, it’lIl only hurt
nor e.

She yanks himby the collar and marches down the street, his
feet dangling in the air.

ROBI N
D ana, please. The Joker... has...
nmy daughter.

WONDER WOVAN
And 1l do everything in ny power

to get her back - right after |
turn you over to the authorities.

RCBI N
There isn't tine. You have to...
l et me go.
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WONDER WOVAN
|”msorry, D ck, but you ve crossed
the line. R ght now, you re no
better than the rest of them

PONWV - the Beast plows into her.

Freed of her |lasso, Robin |ooks to the Beast, surprised to
see CATWOVAN at the helm She bull dozes Wonder Wnan into a
bui | di ng, knocki ng the amazon col d.

CATWOVAN
Republ i can bitch

Cat woman hops to the street and hel ps Robin to his feet.

CATWOVAN
You can thank ne | ater.

A HAND cones fromout of nowhere and grabs Catwonan by the
neck.

| TS SUPERVAN. He bangs her head agai nst a bl ock of cenent
and drops her to the sidewalk. H s eyes shift to Robin.

SUPERVAN
Easy boy.

ROBI N
Stay out of this, dark!

SUPERVAN
You're comng wWth ne.

Robin nmusters all his strength and lays into Superman with a
ri ght hook. W hear BONES SNAP

SUPERVAN

Al'l that optimsmjust cost you
your wist.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



108.

Qut come the BATARANGS. Robin hurls four, one right after
anot her.

Superman catches the first three and lets the fourth one
conti nue past.

SUPERVAN
Are we done pl ayi ng?

RCOBI N
Just about.

The fourth Batarang cuts through an ELECTRI CAL CABLE and
sends the wire swinging down. It strikes Superman, erupting
in sparks and forcing himto his knees.

Wien the fireworks subside, the power’s gone out across five
city blocks and Superman lies in the street, snoldering.

Robi n heads for the Beast. Only...

Superman recovers. He slans his FIST into the cenent,
cracking it like porcelain. The crevice zigzags up the
pavenent, caving in the street and dropping the Beast into a
gapi ng fissure.

Robin rolls to safety and tries to get away, however--
Superman grabs hold of him H's fingers curl around the
enbl emon Robin's vest, a grip no earthly power could pry
free of, when--

VWHAAACK - a ghostly, GREEN WRECKI NG BALL wal | ops into
Supernman, tearing the “R’ clean off Robin’ s vest and sendi ng
the Man of Steel into the nearest building.

GREEN LANTERN has arrived. Gordon’s with him

GREEN LANTERN
Sorry we're | ate.

Cordon goes to Robin' s side.
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Good god, are you alright?

ROBI N
Bet hany. . .

GORDON
Where is she?

RCBI N
He' s taken her..

GORDON
Taken her where?

RCBI N
The circus.

GORDON
The circus? Are you sure?

Superman lifts fromthe rubble.

RCBI N
(to Gordon)
CGet out of here.

GORDON
Not w thout you.

RCBI N
It’s me he’s after.

GORDON
D ck. ..

RCBI N
JIM GO GET My DAUGHTER

Cordon doesn’t need to be told again.
street.

109.

He heads off down the
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GREEN LANTERN
| think I'll stick around.

Super man draws cl oser.

SUPERNVAN
|s there a problem Hal?

GREEN LANTERN
| see | got your attention.

SUPERNVAN
For your sake | was hoping that was
an acci dent.

GREEN LANTERN
The Joker’s got Dick’s daughter!

SUPERVAN
It’s al ways sonme excuse.

GREEN LANTERN
Li sten to me-

SUPERVAN
Not this tine.

He pushes Green Lantern aside and reaches for Robin, when--
ZUWP - a GREEN CACE i ncases Supernan.

GREEN LANTERN
This can go one of two ways.
Ei ther you get your priorities in
line, or | Iine themup for you.

Superman grabs hold of the bars - bending them and stepping
free.

SUPERVAN
Cute. Now stay out of ny way.

Unt aned Ci nema 2007



111.

GREEN LANTERN
Maybe you didn’t hear ne.

Green Lantern spawns a toweri ng GREEN CANNON ai ned strai ght
down at Super nan.

SUPERVAN
Ch | heard you - and | respect your
opi nion. ..

ZIP - Superman is instantly behind him | ocking Geen Lantern
in a CHOKE HOLD

SUPERVAN
But you forget your place.

BOOM The cannon fires. It msses Superman but tears
t hrough the street.

The force of the blast knocks Superman and G een Lantern
through a row of cenent pillars, shattering the foundation of
a fifty-story buil ding.

Despite the danage, Supernman maintains his grip around G een
Lantern’s throat. Wen--

WHAM A gargantuan GREEN SLEDGEHAMMVER sl ans into Superman,
driving himbeneath the pavenent.

Struggling to catch his breath, Geen Lantern | ocks eyes wth
Robi n.

GREEN LANTERN
€0

Robi n commandeers a HORSE froma city policeman.

RCBI N
Can’t ride a horse, eh...

As he junps into the saddle, the ani mal kicks.
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ROBI N
Whoa! Hey now... stop - HEY!

He pul Il s back on the reigns, stopping the horse inits
tracks. Leaning closer he whispers...

RCBI N
You’' re gonna prove ny w fe wong.

Wth a swift kick, the steed springs into an all out run.
Fully in control, Robin rides the horse through the bustling
city-scape, |eaving behind...

SUPERVAN, who punches up through the street. There s an
unsettling look in his eye as he w pes the asphalt fromhis
i ps and hovers off the ground.

However, before he can give chase, a massive GREEN SNAKE
wraps around his wist. As nore of it conmes into view, we
di scover. ..

This is no snake. It’s a colossal GREEN ELEPHANT - a
fearsone creation of Geen Lantern’s ring.

The el ephant’s trunk tightens around Supernman’s arm and
begins wielding himlike a mace, flattening cars as if they
were nmade out of tin.

Pedestrians scurry for cover as the two warring titans w eak
havoc across the city.

I NT. G RCUS - SAME

The Joker steps into the center of the ring. He drags

Bet hany behind him disrupting the show Assuming it's part

of the act, the audi ence appl auds.

Entering the tent is...

BETHANY'
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The Joker heads for the trapeze. Gordon tries to follow, but
the Joker Grls are on him

They dish out a flurry of kicks that send Gordon back agai nst
an EMPTY CAGE

The cage door swi ngs inward, taking Gordon with it. They
both followin after himand try for another Kkick--

Cordon noves and swi ngs the cage shut, |ocking theminside.
As it turns out, the cage isn't enpty after all. A LION
steps out of the darkness and widens its jaws. Meanwhile...

AT THE TOP OF THE TRAPEZE

The Joker shoots an acrobat at the top of the platform and
sends himfalling. The audience goes into a state of panic.

Gordon clinbs the spiraling stairwell. Before he can reach
the platform the Joker gives the high bar a push and grabs
Bet hany by the back of her shirt.
JOKER
On three! One - two - six - eight -
HA HA HAl  THREE

Gordon doesn't nmake it to the platformin tine.

GORDON
NOOOoCa

The Joker hurls Bethany toward the high bar!

Her fingers outstretch--

But don't grab hol d.

Luckily, a BAT CABLE wi nds around her leg. The other end of

t he cabl e ensnares the high bar and sends her rocki ng back
and forth high above the circus fl oor.
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The Joker | ooks down to see--

ROBIN md-way up the spiraling staircase. He rips off his
mask and calls to his daughter.

ROBI N
Hang on, Bet hany!

JOKER
THAT' S NOT' FUNNY

The Joker |eans over the platformand opens fire--
BANG - Robin takes a bullet in his thigh.
BANG - he takes another to the shoul der.

GORDON
0000000

CGordon tackles the Joker. They westle for the gun--
BANG The gun goes off, shattering the high bar
The two hal ves of the bar swing out wildly, causing the Bat
cable to unravel, Bethany just seconds away fromfalling to
her deat h.
Crazed, Gordon tightens his grip around the Joker’s throat.
GORDON
That bull et was neant for youl!

THAT BULLET WAS MEANT FOR YQU!

Robin's face goes white as he nakes the realization...

| NT. BATCAVE

Al fred makes an adjustnent to the audio chip and the Bat
conput er commences pl ayback. FLASHBACKS foll ow. ..
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EXT. ROOFTCOP - N GHT
It’s not Chief O Hara, but rather--

GCRDON who steps out of the shadows and ains his gun at an
unsuspecti ng Joker.

To hi s disappoi ntnent - -

BATMAN swi ngs onto the scene. Before his cape can even
settle, his knuckles neet with the Joker’s chin.

Sent airborne, the Joker |ands on a SKYLIGHT, shattering the
glass and falling twenty feet to the floor bel ow

Wping the sweat fromhis eyes, Gordon hurries to the hole in
the rooftop and sees the Joker lying face down in a pile of
debris, his leg broken at the knee.

olivious to the threat | oom ng over him the Joker cackles
i ke a wounded hyena.

JOKER
HA HA HA HA!

Agai n, CGordon raises his gun

BATMVAN
Jim put down the gun.

GORDON
This has to end!

BATMAN
And it will. Just give me the gun.

GORDON
NO He'll just escape again! And
when he does, nore famlies wll be
made to suffer
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| mages of BARBARA LYING IN A MESS OF BLOOD fl ash through
Gordon’s m nd.

GORDON
He needs to pay for all the bl ood
he's spilled! For all the pain
he’ s caused!

A Church bell strikes the hour.
BATMAN
He' Il pay, but not like that. Put

t he gun down.

GORDON
He needs to die... HE NEEDS TO D E

BATMAN
Jim..

Tears cascade down Cordon's face as he |l owers the gun

GORDON

Bat man reaches for the gun, when--

A vision of BARBARA LYING IN A POOL OF BLOOD fl ashes through
CGordon’s mnd. He tenses...

BANG

Bot h Gordon and Batnman are equally horrified.

Bat man slips backwards and falls off the roof. Cordon
wat ches fromthe | edge as Batnman hits the pavenent, narrowy
crushing a honel ess man beneath him

CGordon pulls back fromthe | edge so not to be seen. A surge

of fear and anger sweep through himas he hurries to the hole
in the rooftop, only to discover--
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The Joker is gone. Sirens can be heard in the distance.

CUT TO

| NT. GORDON S HOUSE

The sink faucet turns on. Upon closer |ook, CGordon wasn't
doi ng the di shes when he got the call about Batman's death -
he was washi ng the BLOOD from hi s hands.

CUT TGO

I NT. BANK

D ck spots Gordon managi ng his check book - at a closer | ook,
the top of the check reads: GOTHAM SECURI Tl ES.

BACK TGO

| NT. O RCUS
Robi n and Gordon | ocks eyes.
GORDON

It was an accident. You have to

bel i eve ne... AN ACCI DENT!
The Joker nuscl es the gun agai nst Gordon's chest--
BANG Gordon pulls away fromthe Joker, a circle of red
wi dening across his shirt. H's eyes beg for forgiveness as

he steps off the platformand reaches for Bethany.

SNAP!  Her cabl e gives way--

Cordon dives after her, the ground quickly making its way
toward t hem

He catches her and pivots to his back, absorbing the inpact.
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JOKER
HA HA HAl  TWD FOR THE PRI CE OF
ONE

Robi n | ooks down at the circus floor. Gordon and Bethany lie
W t hout novi ng.

RCBI N
NO

JOKER
CH YES! AND IT S TIME YOQU JAO NED
THEM

The Joker ains his gun at Robin's face when--

A BAT- SHAPED FI GURE swoops down and knocks the Joker off his
feet. No it’s not Batman...

It’s BATA RL.

Barbara’s dressed in uniform her hair spilling out the back.
She proceeds to beat the Joker sensel ess.

Bef ore she’s through, she grabs himby the collar and | eans
hi mover the platform Lucky for him her husband spots--

ROBI N
Bet hany!

Bar bara | ooks down to see Bethany squirmng. She's alive.

Barbara opts for cuffing the Joker to the railing and goes to
her husband' s si de.

BATA RL
D ck. ..

RCBI N
| mokay. Co.
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Barbara clanps a Bat cable and repels to the circus floor.
Her mask cones off and she enbraces Bet hany.

Suddenly, the tent cones ripping inward as Superman drives
Green Lantern into the earth.

The trapeze supports rupture, sending Robin and the platform
to the floor.

The chaos of it all sends the Joker into a |aughing craze.
He roars in delirium- that is, until a trapeze WRE snaps
| oose and- -

SCHLUNK - severs his head from his neck

Wien the dust settles, Geen Lantern |ay unconsci ous.
Super man proves the victor, though he doesn't |ook it.
Brui ses pock his face and nothing's left of his cape.

In his hand he holds G een Lantern’s RING - whi ch he crushes
and throws it to the dirt.

Enraged, he grabs Robin by the throat.
Barbara tries to stop him however--
Super man SLAPS her to the floor.

BETHANY
No!

Bet hany rushes to her father's side. Despite all the
fighting, it’s the sight of this little girl that awakens
Superman fromhis frenzied state.

Feeling the eyes of the crowd, Supernman |ets Robin go and
sl unps down besi de him

The two nmen sit w thout speaking. The future uncertain.

THE END
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