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FADE | N:

EXT. SKY - N GHT

Anot her bl ank and starless night. But there is light to
behold and it's shinning towards the sky. We TILT DOAN TO
see.

EXT. GOTHAM O L & GAS REFI NERY - CONTI NUOUS

Huge. Inposing. And flat out ugly. Though just outside Gotham
City you could swear this refinery was in downtown Gotham

I NT. GOTHAM O L & GAS REFI NERY - HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

A gun shot rings out as a SECURI TY GQUARD gets shot in the
chest and col | apse onto the floor.

HENCHVAN #1 (Q. S.)
Joe we got the stuff!

Two HENCHVEN run out frominside the of fice. HENCHVAN #1
holds a briefcase. Slowy JOE CHILL, md-thirties and just
plain evil, turns around hol di ng a snoki ng gun.

CHI LL
Good.

Joe shoots HENCHVAN #2 Kkilling himon the spot. Henchman #1
stares on in shock. He stares a little too |long as Joe shoots
himas well. Joe wal ks over and picks up the briefcase.

CUT TO
I NT. GOTHAM O L & GAS REFI NERY - STAIRS - N GHT

Joe runs down a flight of stairs as fast as he can, always
| ooki ng over his shoulder to see if he's being foll owed.

CUT TGO
EXT. GOTHAM O L & GAS REFI NERY - MOMENTS LATER

Joe bursts through the front door. An OLD SECURI TY GUARD
spots himand draws his gun.

OLD GUARD
Freeze, M ster!

Joe shoots himand dashes to a car and smashes out the
wi ndow. Wthin seconds the hot wiring is conplete.
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Joe peels out and heads towards the front gate. Several nore
GQUARDS show up and take aimand fire at Joe but to no avail
as Joe crashes through the front gate.

|/ E. COUNTRY ROAD - MOMENTS LATER
Joe speeds down a rural road. Suddenly a tire bl ows out.

CHI LL
Damm i t!

Anot her tire blows out, wait... SHOT QUT! Joe tries to gain
control but loses it and crashes the car into a ravine. Wth
briefcase in hand Joe struggles out of the car and heads
straight into the --

I NT. WOODS - CONTI NUOUS

Joe runs |like a mad man through the woods, | eaping over
fallen trees and ditches.

Soon Joe sees what |ooks like to be a clearing up ahead. He
runs past the trees only to find that he is in a clearing...
but it's surrounded by nore trees.

A loud NO SE hovering overhead is heard. Joe | ooks around in
a panic. The sound gets |ouder and |ouder. Joe is conpletely
| ost and has no idea where to go. A blinding LICGHT is cast

down upon him Joe tries to look up into the |ight above him

JCE'S P.O V.
A sil houette of a giant BAT heads straight towards him

Joe stares up in horror as The SHADOW OF A BAT gets | arger.
Larger. LARGER

Joe ainms his gun up to the sky -CLING - Joe grasps his hand
in pain as the gun is knocked out of his hands by a netal
obj ect. A BATARANG

Now conpl etely covered by the shadow of the bat Joe foolishly
| ooks back up only to get KICKED in the nmouth by a BLACK
BOOT.

Joe falls back onto the ground hol ding his nouth in pain and
munbl i ng swears. Chill gets to his knees. Finally he stands
to his feet and turns around only to see... the saviour of
Got ham BATMAN: the Dark Knight.

Joe slowy builds what little courage he has then charges the
Bat man.
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Bat man side steps Joe to the right then -WHAM - nails himin
t he back of the neck with the palmof his hand. Joe hits the
ground.

I NT. BATW NG - MOMENTS LATER

Batman sits inside the cockpit of the BATWNG setting the
controls.

EXT. WOODS - ARIEL SHOT - CONTI NUOUS

ANGLE ON - THE BATW NG S REAR ENG NE, a beat then the
AFTERBURNERS ki ck on sending the Batwi ng off at an amazing
speed. As the Batwing flies away barl ey visible hangi ng by
the wai st is a body. Joe.

EXT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - ROOFTOP - N GHT

COWM SSI ONER JAMES GORDON i s standing next to the BATSI GNAL.
Two others are standing next to him Gordon's SPECI AL.

ASSI STANT HARVEY BULLOCK, a | arge and out of shape detective
who's seen one to many Got ham nights. Next to himis
DETECTI VE RENEE MONTOYA, a beautiful Latino in her late
twenties who's the perfect partner in | ooks and skill.

BULLOCK
| don't trust'em Conmmi sh

GORDON
He gets the job done, Bull ock.

Gordon | ooks over to his right and sees sonet hi ng headi ng
t owar ds Got ham over the horizon. Wth a squint CGordon
recogni zes it and sm |l es.

GORDON( cont ’ d)
You think this one is awake,
Mont oya?

The Batwing flies in over the Police Station then hovers
above the roof -WHOOM - Joe is dropped uncerenoniously onto
the roof in front of the three.

Joe starts to raise his head -WHAM - the briefcase nails him
in the back of the head knocking hi mout cold.

MONTOYA
Nope.
The Batwi ng takes off like -- well, like a bat out of hell.
BULLOCK

I don't trust him Conmm sh.
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GORDON
He gets the job done, Bull ock.

I NT. BATCAVE - MOMENTS LATER

The Batwi ng cones roaring into the BATCAVE and | ands. God's
gift to butlers, ALFRED THADDEUS CRANE PENNYWORTH, is hal f way
down the stairs. In his hands is a trey with a steam ng tea
kettle.

Bat man hops out of the Batwi ng and wal ks towards Al fred who
is now at the Batconputer pouring a cup of tea for Batnman.

ALFRED
Eveni ng, Master Bruce. | nmade your
favorite. Lapsang souchong tea.

BATMAN
Thanks, Al fred.

Batman strolls to his chair and sits down and beings to
renove his gl oves.

ALFRED
Did you have a rough night, sir?

BATMVAN
No, it was pretty nornal.

Bat man begins to drink his tea and begins runni ng sone
progranms on the Batconputer

BATMAN( cont ’ d)
Know what | was thinking on the way
hone, Alfred?

ALFRED
No, sir what?

BATMAN
We shoul d get a dog.

ALFRED
A dog, sir?

BATMAN
Yeah, | kinda m ss having the cat
since Dick took it with himto
Bl udhaven. 1've always wanted a
dog, you know - nane him "Ace".
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ALFRED
If I may be so bold, sir but bats,
cats and dogs at Wayne Manor? Tel
me sir what's next a giant T-Rex in
t he Bat cave.

BATMAN
Well, we got roomfor one.

Alfred turns to | eave.

BATMAN
Hey, Al fred.

ALFRED
Yes, sir?

BATMAN

Does this | ook stupid?

Al fred takes a step back and | ooks at Batman hol ding a cup of
tea and its soccer.

ALFRED
The Dark Knight drinking a cup of
snoked Chinese tea in the Batcave?
(sarcastically)
Way no, sir. Watever gave you that
i dea?

I NT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON' S OFFI CE - DAY

MAYOR HAM LTON HI LL, conpetent but m sguided, sits in front
of Gordon's desk.

H LL
| don't want this city to rely on
the Batnman for everything that goes
wrong Commi ssioner. The tax payers
pay for the Police to protect them
not sone freak in a suit.

GORDON
M. Myor, Batman doesn't handl e
everything that goes wong. W only
ask himfor help when we need it.
It's great Psychol ogi cal Warfare
against the crinme in this city,
besides he's nore then a freak in a
suit to this city.

HI LL
That's right he's a vigilante.
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GORDON
That vigilante saved this city from
t he Joker.

HI LL

| don't care what he --

GORDON
And if it wasn't for him Oswal d
Cobbl epot woul d be Mayor now, not

you.
HI LL
(a beat)
Still, do you think this type of

t hi ng coul d happen in Metropolis or
in Coast City w thout soneone
conpl ai ni ng?

GORDON
Who' s conpl ai ni ng? The citizens of
Gothan? If they have | haven't
heard t hem

H LL

And what about our businesses, do
you think soneone |ike Bruce Wayne
want s Bat man protecting Wayne
Enterprises? He's worth over eight
hundred m | 1lion dollars.

(beat)
Do you know how nmuch of that cones
into the city and our charities?
Not to nmention the anount of nobney
he gave the city to repair all the
damages that Batnan caused while he
was dealing with the Joker and the
Crcus Gang, M. Freeze and all the
ot hers.

GORDON
| don't know I haven't spoken to
M. Wayne about Batman. But Maybe
you can take sone notes for ne at
your next cocktail party.

HI LL
Look Gordon this is ny first term
as mayor and I'mnot going to be
over shadowed by a bat!
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GORDON
Then you better get out of ny
office and find someone who cares!

Hill gets up fromhis seat and grabs his coat off the hanger

HI LL
" m wat ching you Gordon, you better
not slip up while I'm mayor.

H 1l slanms the door behind himas he | eaves the room Quickly
Mont oya and Bul | ock enter the room

MONTOYA
Man, what's got him so pissed off?

GORDON
Ahh, he was born with a silver
spoon in his ass instead of his

nmout h.
BULLOCK

Was it about the Batman, Conm sh?
GORDON

Yeabh.
BULLOCK

| don't trust 'em Conmm sh

GORDON
Yes, Bullock you don't trust
Bat man. W know.

BULLOCK
No, | was tal king about the
Mayor...l don't trust the Bat

nei t her.
The phone on Gordon's desk rings Gordon quickly answers it.

GORDON
Gordon. What ?

| NT. APARTMENT #1 - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Bul | ock and Montoya enter into a slum apartnment which has now
been turned into a crine scene flooded with COPS. Bull ock

wal ks up to an OFFI CER

BULLOCK
VWhat do we have officer
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OFFI CER #1
You better take a |l ook at this. The
Oficer leads themto the --
| NT. APARTMENT #1 - KITCHEN - DAY

Before he enters the kitchen O ficer #1 pauses.

BULLOCK
VWhat is it?

OFFI CER #1
Be careful. It's nessy.

Behind the Oficer we can make out the heads of four people
sitting down to a nice quite famly dinner, MOM DAD, SARAH
and LI TTLE BILLY.

BULLOCK
(aghast)

The O ficer steps to the side and we see what Bul |l ock does.
Four throats SLIT fromear to ear. The bodies tied to the
chairs to keep themfromfalling out.

Flies swarm ng the roomas FORENSICS pai nstaki ngly work on
t he bodies and swatting at the files.

FORENSI CS #1
Can soneone pl ease do sonet hi ng
about these damm fli es!

The Detectives start noving around the room Montoya | ooks
about ready to puke. She | eans over the kitchen sink turning
her back to everyone in the room

MONTOYA
Nobody saw or heard anyt hi ng?
OFFI CER #1
Not a thing.
BULLOCK
Not hi ng?
OFFI CER #1
Not hi ng.
MONTOYA

What about Forensics?
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FORENSI CS #2
So far we haven't found anything
Detectives. It will be awhile
before we can find out if they were
drugged before they were killed. So
far it doesn't look like it.

MONTOYA
They were nurdered, not killed.
There's a difference.

BULLOCK
We' Il check back with the
Departnent and have them check on
any nutcase that m ght have be
rel eased. Cone on, Montoya.

I NT. BULLOCK' S CAR - MOMENTS LATER

As we ride down Gotham Gty a visibly upset Mntoya rides
shot gun. Bullock notices. Cbviously it's a first.

BULLOCK
What's wrong, Montoya?
MONTOYA
Son of a bitch nurdered two ki ds!
BULLOCK
I know.
MONTOYA

How coul dn't sonebody hear
somet hi ng? They had to. You just
doesn't wal k in and nurder four
people like that w thout sonebody
seei ng or hearing sonething. Those
apartnents are overrun wth people,
you can't just --

BULLOCK
Come on, Mbntoya. You've seen that
section of town before. Nobody in
that part of town cares about
anybody. Hell, nobody in this city
cares about anybody. The same thing
goes for the force, too. You, ne,
and the Conm sh are an anonaly.
We're the only people who care
about anything in this stinkin'
city.
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MONTOYA
Wl l, | kinda think Bruce Wayne
cares. | don't think it's an act.
BULLOCK

Wayne? Wayne? That pretty boy only
cares about how nuch noney he has
in the bank and how fresh the
supernodel he has is under the
sheets. He stinks and what the hel
is this?!

Bul | ock sl ows down as a ROYALS ROYCE is doubl e parked in
front of the PICTURE NEWS office building. Bullock | eans out
t he wi ndow. Montoya grabs his arm

MONTOYA
Bul | ock.

BULLOCK
Hey! Hey nove it!

MONTOYA
Bul | ock get in here. Bullock |eans
on the horn.

BULLOCK
Come on get out the way you rich --

ANGLE ON - THE ROYALS, as we see Gotham and America's
showcase bachel or, BRUCE WAYNE, stepping out. He sees
Bul | ock.

BRUCE
(huge smle)
Oh, hello, Detective Bullock. I
didn't see you

Bul | ock gives a fake smle and waves then | eans back into the
car.

BULLOCK
(under his breath)
I hate that guy.

The Royals pulls away as Bruce heads towards the Picture
News' front door.

BRUCE
(under his breath)
| hate that guy.
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I NT. PICTURE NEWS - ENTRANCE - DAY

Bruce goes through the revol ving doors and head strai ght
towards the front desk where a thirty sonething Fenal e
RECEPTIONI ST is reading a nmagazine without a care in the
wor | d.

BRUCE
Hello, Mss. |I'm--

The Reception gives a quick glace at Bruce then does a double
t ake. The magazi ne goes flying as the Receptionist hops to
her feet.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Bruce Wayne! Ch, ny God, you are so
hot !

BRUCE
VWhat ?

RECEPTI ONI ST
(enbarrassed)
I"'mnean... hello, welcone to
Picture News... so sorry.

BRUCE
No, it's alright. 1'mhere for an
interviewwith Mss. Julia
Remar que.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Yeah, she's right upstairs on the
third floor.

BRUCE
Ckay, thank you

RECEPTI ONI ST
(HUGE smle)
You' re wel cone.

I NT. PICTURE NEWS - THI RD FLOOR - DAY

Bruce exists the elevator and marches onto the third fl oor.
I medi ately everyone stops what they’' re doing and stares at
Bruce. Bruce takes advantage of the situation.

BRUCE

Hi . Bruce Wayne. |I'm | ooking for
M ss Renmar que.
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JULIA (O S.)
Over here, Bruce!

Bruce | ooks over and sees JULI A REMARQUE, with her head
peeked out the door froma corner office and waving. Bruce
waves back. No eyes | eave Bruce as they follow himthrough
t he room

I NT. PICTURE NEWS - JULIA' S OFFI CE - DAY
Julia holds the door open to her plush office.

BRUCE
Hel | o, Juli a.

JULI A
Hel | o, Bruce. Go ahead and have a
seat |'msure Talia doesn't m nd.

BRUCE
Who?

TALIA (O S.)
Tal i a.

A stunningly beautiful twenty five year old woman, at | east
she |l ooks it, TALIA al CGhul stands up from her chair stopping
Bruce dead in his tracks.

TALI A (cont’ d)
Talia al Ghul.

Talia extends her hand. Bruce stares then finally comes to.

BRUCE
(shaki ng hands)
H . Bruce Wayne.

TALI A
Yes, | know. It's hard for a woman
to cone to Gotham City w t hout
knowi ng who Bruce Wayne is.

BRUCE
Is that so?

TALI A
Yes.

BRUCE

And who is Bruce Wayne m ght | ask?
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TALI A
Soneone who isn't running short on
date lists but hopefully could add
one nore sonetine.

BRUCE
Anyti me.

TALI A
| hate to be rude but | nust go,
however, 1'Il will keep free date

inmnd if you wil.

BRUCE
Oh, it's inny mnd all right.

Talia smles and wal ks out and shakes hands with Juli a.

TALI A
Goodbye, Juli a.

JULI A
Bye, Tali a.

Talia | ooks over her shoul der and gives one last smle and
WNK to Bruce before she | eaves.

JULI A (cont’ d)
Not hi ng changes with you does it,

Bruce?

BRUCE
I"ma billionaire playboy. I'm
supposed to act this way. My public
demands it.

Bruce hops down on a couch. Julia closes the door and goes to
her desk.

JULI A
How s ny dad doi ng?

BRUCE
Al fred? Ch, he's great.

JULI A
You know Bruce our interview wasn't
schedul ed for anot her hour.

BRUCE
Yeah, well | was in the
nei ghbor hood so | figured why not?
So what's the deal with Talia?

( CONTI NUED)



14.

JULI A
I"mdoing a piece on her. She's not

your type.

BRUCE
What nmakes you say that?

JULI A
She's an environnental i st.

BRUCE
(she's right)
OCh, one of those?

JULI A
Yes. And the Wane Foundation's
hi story hasn't al ways been very
environnental ly friendly.

BRUCE
W are so. | was the one who
confronted Max Shrek about - -

The phone RINGS. Julia gives Bruce the "hold that thought”
signal and answers it.

JULI A
Julia... Uh-huh... Really? Hold on
a nmonent .

Bruce plays around with the | anp shade next to the couch.
Julia grabs a pen and starts taking notes.

JULI A (cont’ d)
Okay. West Side? Bullock's in
char ge?

That got Bruce's attention.

JULI A (cont’ d)
kay, thanks.

BRUCE
VWhat was that all about?

JULI A
Un .. sonething just cane up

BRUCE
Real | y?
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JULI A
Yeah, uh... look... could we do
this anot her tinme?

BRUCE
Sure, No problem

Julia goes to open the door for Wayne. Bruce junps up but
takes a quick | ook at her notes then heads towards the door
before Julia turns around.

JULI A
Sorry.

BRUCE
(smles)
Don't worry about it. 1'Il catch
you | ater.

JULI A
Thanks.

They exchange ki sses on the check and Bruce | eaves.
I NT. ZSASZ'S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

A dark enpty apartment. The outside light is blocked out by
alum numfoil on the windows. A small light O C shines on a
MAG CI AN S TOP HAT, JACKET, etc. which is lying on a chair.

ZSASZ (Q.S.)
(whi spers)
Mommy .
Smal | DROPS are heard going into a sink.
I NT. ZSASZ'S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - DAY

Standing in front of the sink stands MR ZSASZ, a tall and
well built blonde man in his thirty's. Small scars are spread
across his body. Four scars with one across the mddle as if
he's keeping count on his body with a knife... he is.

ZSASZ
(whi spers)
Daddy.
More drops are heard going into the sink.

ANGLE ON - THE SI NK, as several drops of blood fall.
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ZSASZ (cont’ d)
(whi spers)
Sar ah.

We TILT up to see Zsasz cutting his forearmw th a knife.
Next to the area he is cutting are three fresh cuts.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
(whi spers)
Little Billy.

I NT. BATCAVE - N GHT

Bruce sits in front of the Batconputer watching Anchor SUMVER
GLEESON gi ve a report.

SUMVER

(filtered)
A grizzly crime was discovered on
the West End of Gotham City today.
An entire famly was found
murdered. Two of the victins were
under the age of ten. Early reports
state that all four of the victins'
throats had been slit, though
Gotham City Police Comm ssioner
James CGordon has not validated that
report.

(beat)
The story was first broke to the
public by journalist Julia Remarque
fromthe Picture News. Bruce turns
off the feed and sits back in his
chair.

I NT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON S OFFI CE - N GHT
Gordon is sitting alone at his desk on the phone.

GORDON
We can't solve a nurder like this
in one day M. Mayor, it takes tine
to... Well maybe if the city would
quit cutting back our departnment
funds we could hire nore... | can't
give you the nen if we can't..
That's the stupidest thing |I've
ever heard...Yes, M. Myor.

Gordon sl ans the phone down.
GORDON (cont’ d)
Damm!

( CONTI NUED)
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BATMAN (O. S.)
Leads?

Gordon junps. He swi ngs around and sees Bat man standi ng
inside the office next to the w ndow

GORDON
No... I"'mafraid we don't have any
yet. | don't know how t he news

media got the information they did
but what they reported was true.
The whole fam |y was nurdered. It

| ooks |i ke professional work. You
woul dn't happen to have anythi ng
woul d you, Bat man?

BATMAN
No.

GORDON
You know, the new Mayor has been
riding me pretty hard about you. He
even asked nme if | thought that you
didit. I told himthat was the
stupi dest thing |I've ever heard.

BULLOCK (O S.)
Hey, Conmmi sh!

CGordon's of fice door quickly opens up.

GORDON
Har vey!

BULLOCK
Wat? I"'mjust telling you I'm
headi ng out. Geese, it's not |ike
you're tal king to anyone in here.
Gordon turns around to see Batman no where in sight.

BULLOCK (cont’d)

Conmi sh?

GORDON
Yeah, alright Bullock. Take it
easy.

Bul | ock shuts the door.

GORDON (cont’ d)
Bat man?

( CONTI NUED)
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Gordon gets up and | ooks out the window only to see a busy
Got ham street. No Bat man.

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - WEST SIDE - N GHAT

A YOUNG G RL runs down the sidewal k. In her hands is a TEDDY
BEAR that she is clinging onto. She hurries past an alley.
Qui ckly Zsasz, dressed as a MMA CIAN in coat and tie, steps
out in front of her. The Young Grl junps back in fright.

ZSASZ
Oh, I'msorry little one. Did I
frighten you?

She shakes her head: Yes.

ZSASZ
Way are you running? Are you scared
of sonmeone?

She shakes her head: No.

ZSASZ
Are you late getting hone?

A nod of: Yes.

ZSASZ
Your parents are going to be nad,
huh? Well, maybe | should take you
home, hm? And then you can give
these flowers to your nother and
say that's why you where late. You
were getting her sone flowers.

LI TTLE G RL
(child pronunci ati on)
FI ower s?

ZSASZ
Yes, the flowers that your friend
i s hol di ng.

The G rl |ooks down and in the arnms of the Teddy Bear is a
bouquet of flowers. The Grl smles.

LI TTLE G RL
Wow.
ZSASZ
So now tell ne... where does nonmy

and daddy |ive?
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EXT. LITTLE G RL'S HOUSE - N GHT

Police cars surround the house. Reporters run around the
scene in a frenzy eating up the ratings they know they're
recei ving.

INT. LITTLE G RL'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - LATER

Once again Police have swarned the house searching for clues
inch by inch.

Sitting in a lazy boy is the FATHER with his throat slit
still holding the renote control in hand. H's head arranged
to look like he's still watching the TV that's stil
flickering.

Sitting on the end of the couch is the MOTHER Throat slit
and still holding her "GOTHAM MONTHLY" mnegazi ne.

In the corner of the roomis a large white sheet covering up
a BABY' S CRI B.

On the floor next to it is small white sheet. Next to it is
the little girl’s Teddy Bear, still holding the flowers.

In the center of the room Gordon is consulting with Mntoya
and Bul | ock.

GORDON
I"msorry for calling you two in
but | had to.

BULLOCK
Don't worry about it, Comm sh. M
and Montoya will find the guy.
Ri ght, Montoya?
(no answer)
Mont oya?

Bul | ock turns to see Montoya staring in space.

GORDON
Mont oya what's wrong?

Everyone behi nd Montoya | ooks at her then stare to the
direction she is | ooking.

BULLOCK
What is going --

Bul | ock and Gordon turn around to see Batman wal king into the
living room Al the Police are silent and stare at Batnman.

( CONTI NUED)
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This is the first real Batman sighting for nost in the room

and we can tell. Batman doesn't wast any tine wal ki ng towards
Gor don.
GORDON
Bat man? \What are you doi ng here?
BULLOCK
| got a better question. Wo the
hell let you past the tape, Bats?
GORDON

Settl e down, Bullock. Batman we
haven't found anythi ng new here but
we're trying our best.

Bat man | ooks over at the baby's crib and marches towards it.

BULLOCK
Hey, what are you doi ng?

GORDON
Qui et, Bullock. He's hel ping.

BULLOCK
Hel pi ng, huh?

Bat man slow y | eans down and picks up the Teddy Bear and
stares at it. A |look of sadness overcones the Batnman that

soon to turns into anger.

BULLOCK
| tell what he's doing, he's using
this as an alibi.
(pulling his gun on
Bat man)
This son of a bitch did it!

Bat man | ooks up at Bul |l ock

GORDON
Bul | ock put it down!

BULLOCK
He did it!

GORDON
No, he didn't!

BULLOCK
Yeah, how do you know t hat? Nobody
knows anyt hi ng about this freak.
What's the story, Bats, huh?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



21.

BULLOCK( cont ' d)
Did your nommy and daddy negl ect
you as a child so you grow up
wearing a rubber suit and nurdering
babi es?!

Bat man storns towards Bull ock. Bullock junps back and points
the gun at Batman's face. Batman holds up one of the flowers.

BATMVAN
I"mtaking this.

Bat man shoves the Teddy Bear into Bullocks chest then wal ks
towards the back of the house.

BULLOCK
Hey, that's evidence you can't take
t hat !

GORDON
Bul | ock!

BULLOCK

By God I'm going to shoot'em
Bul | ock runs off after Batman.

GORDON
Bul | ock get back here!

INT. LITTLE G RL'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Bul | ock runs into the bedroom and switches the light on only
to see an open window with the curtains blowing in the w nd.

I NT. BATCAVE - NI GHT
Batman slides the flower under a | arge m croscope then wal ks
over to his chair at the Batconputer and types a few keys.
The fl ower cones up on the |large nonitor
Bat man magni fies the imge; small unintelligible lettering
can be seen. Batnman nmagnifies several tinmes until we can read
the lettering:

GOTHAM MAG C SHOP

CUT TGO

I NT. GOTHAM MAG C SHOP - NI GHT

The STORE OMNER cowers back into a corner
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OMNNER
(broken English)
What do you want nman?! | don't
break no laws. | just working | ate!

The flower is thrown on him

OMER (cont’ d)
VWhat this? | don't know this. |
don't know nothin'.

BATMAN
Nanes.

OMNNER
But - -

BATMAN
Now

| NT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON S OFFI CE - N GHT
Gordon wal ks in and gets ready to take off his jacket. Wit
somet hing's on the desk. Gordon wal ks over and sees a |ist of
names with a BATMAN LOGO on the bottom of the page.
CUT TO
MONTAGE:
CGordon, Bullock, Mntoya and many ot her of Gotham s finest
are goi ng door to door, house to house, day and night
guesting people. Al races. Al ages.
I NT. ZSASZ'S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
BAM The front door is smashed open with CGotham s Speci al
Unit spilling in. On the floor sits M. Zsasz in his
Magi cian's outfit. Zsasz | ooks up at the Police not
surpri sed.
ZSASZ P.O V. as the butt of arifle flies towards us -- VWHAM
CUT TO
I NT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DAY
Summer d eason is giving a special report. Over her shoul der

footage of Zsasz being put into a Police car and taken into
Pol i ce Headquarters is being played on a LOOP
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SUMVER
Gotham City Police have arrested a
man in connection to the series of
nmurders that have been pl agui ng
Got ham for the past few days. The
man' s nane has not yet been
rel eased but what we do know is
t hat the Batnman played a pivota
role in hel ping the capture of this
man.

I NT. WAYNETECH - BRUCE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Summer's report is playing on a large plasma screen on the

wal | . Bruce | ays asleep on his couch cat napping.
SUMVER
(filtered)
At this hour the man is still being

interrogated by Gotham City Police.
| NT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - DAY
Zsasz sits at a table twiddling his thunbs. He's not al one.

Mont oya, Gordon and Bullock all sit at the table waiting for
their turn with him

BULLOCK
(slanmng his fist on the
t abl e)
Way did you do it you sick

bast ar d?!
Zsasz | ooks up at Bullock with one hell of a BLACK EYE.

ZSASZ
Wio ne? Do you think I did it?

BULLOCK
| ask the questions here not
psychos |ike youl

ZSASZ
And even though I'mjust a magician
I know that | don't have to speak
to you unless | have a | awer.

MONTOYA
Ahh, 1 knew he'd pull this crap.
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ZSASZ
On the contrary I"'mnot. Instead I
won't speak until the Batman is
present.

MONTOYA
VWhat ?

ZSASZ

Bat man. You can call himright? Oh,
that's right, he doesn't come out
until night since he can't see the
BATSI GNAL during the day. Maybe you
shoul d invest in a big red phone
that way you can call himduring

t he day, Jim

GORDON
Conmmi ssi oner Gordon
ZSASZ
Oh, sorry.
(beat)

So are you going to get the bat or
not? If you have to wait unti

ni ght | suggest you take ne to a
hol ding cell. You can't |eave ne
cuffed in here until nightfall can
you? Then again if fat boy can pass
t he physical then you could
probably get away wi th anyt hing.

BULLOCK
You son of a --

Zsasz | aughs his ass off as Gordon and Montoya hol d Bul | ock
back.

GORDON
(to Zsasz)
You want Batnman? He'll be here.

Zsasz sm | es.

EXT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT

The BATSI GNAL shines brightly overtop of the Station.

I NT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

Zsasz sits at the table. Pleased with the outcone. Montoya,
Gordon and Bul |l ock once again are in the room
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Most inportantly standing in the darkest corner of the room
i s the Bat nman.

ZSASZ
Well, now we can talKk.
GORDON
Al right. Wat is your nane?
ZSASZ
M. Zsasz.
GORDON
Your first nane?
ZSASZ
M. Zsasz.
GORDON
Fine. Did you nurder those people?
ZSASZ
Let's ask the bat. Did I do it?
BATMAN
Rol | up his sleeves.
BULLOCK
What ?
GORDON

Do it, Bull ock.

Bul | ock wal ks over to Zsasz and rolls up his left sleeve and
sees the OLD scars. Bullock |ooks up at Zsasz with a
questioned | ook. Bullock rolls up the other sleeve. Eight
fresh scares.

BULLOCK
Vwell, well, well.

MONTOYA
VWat is it?

BULLOCK

Ei ght slashes on his forearm

ZSASZ
VWhat does that nean?

BULLOCK
Ei ght victins, eight slashes.
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ZSASZ
Maybe | have a volatile cat.

BULLOCK
What you' re gonna have is ny foot
stuck up your --

GORDON
Har vey!

ZSASZ
Is Batman al ways this quiet?

GORDON
Where were you two ni ghts ago?

ZSASZ
Hone. Praying. Do you pray Batman?
Does the saviour of Gothampray to
t he Saviour of the world? Are your
sins still bottled up inside Batmn
or did you lose themon a cross? |
know ny sins are cleansed.

ZSASZ
I guess not, huh, Batnman? You know
as well as | do that no God exi st
and that no Son died on a cross.
Way woul d soneone who so, "loved
the world" allow a man to slit the
neck of a sleeping baby, which I am
accused of. Tell me how could a God
of love allow a child to watch
their parents die in front of thenf
To be taken fromthem To never see
them again at that tender age. If
He's all powerful He could stop it
couldn't He? But He doesn't does
He? No, he let's it happen over and
over again and nothing ever
happens. Is that it Batman? Have
you taken on the form of vengeance
because there is no God of one so
you think you nust becone it? Do
you actually think you can do the
work of a god |ike Superman can?

BATMAN
You have no i dea what | can do.
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A knock on the door breaks the tension. Mntoya answers it
and doesn't |ike who's behind it.

MONTOYA
Oh, great.

DELIA (Q.S.)
You can't do this.

Mont oya steps back as DELI A MAXWELL, a beautiful and ticked
of f attorney, enters the room

DELI A
You can not hold this man and
i nterrogate himw thout proper
representation

GORDON

Delia --
DELI A

That's M ss. Maxwel |, Conmi ssi oner.
GORDON

Mss. Maxwell this man has waved
his right to an attorney.

DELI A
This man could al so be nentally
chal | enged and does not understand
how serious the matter is.

BULLOCK
Look lady, this guy is a nut job
and he --

DELI A

So, you admt that he isn't of

sound m nd and yet you continue to

interrogate himfor hours on end?

And don't you know that --
(spotting Batman)

Ahh!

Mont oya, Bullock and Gordon hide their smles.
GORDON

Oh, | forgot to nention that Batman
was here Mss. Maxwel .
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DELI A
| can see that. What is that nman
doi ng here? He has no authority to
be here.

GORDON
Bat man can - -

DELI A
Batman can not. He is the true
villain here. He's a vigilante. The
last time | checked those types

were illegal.

(beat)
Gordon neither you nor the DA can
keep this man here. | have al ready

spoken to Mayor Hill about this and
a medi cal professional is outside
the door and we'll see if this man
goes to Arkham or stays here.

MONTOYA
You're a real pain in the ass you
know t hat ?

DELI A
"' m def endi ng the Constitution
Det ecti ve Montoya. Maybe you shoul d
start defending it as well?

BATMAN
Arkhamisn't the answer.

DELI A
You don't believe in rehabilitating
peopl e for the outside world?

BATMVAN
| do.
DELI A
Then what's the problem
BATMVAN
Arkhamw Il |et himout.
DELI A

If he goes and that's a big "if",
t hen when he is rel eased he woul d
be fully rehabilitated.

BATMAN
Doubt f ul
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DELI A
Wi t her or not you believe that
Jerem ah Arkhamis capabl e of
running his Uncle's Asylum does not
change that fact that you have no
say in this Batman and neither do

you Cordon.

ZSASZ
Ma' anf

DELI A
Yes?

ZSASZ

I would appreciate it very nmuch so
if you would be ny attorney.

CUT TGO
I NT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DAY

Summer is giving a report. Cips of Zsasz being taken to
ARKHAM ASYLUM i s pl ayi ng behi nd her.

SUMVER
The man who is now being held
responsi ble for the string of
murders in Gothamcity was noved to
Ar kham Asyl um t oday. The only nane
that the man has given to
authorities is M. Zsasz. No birth
records fromhis finger prints have
been found yet but the Got ham
Police are working on it and have
sent all available information to
| NTERPOL. But by far the nost
bi zarre fact to conme out is the
mar ki ngs on M. Zsasz's body. After
exam nation by Arkham Doctors they
have found over one hundred and
fifty cuts on M. Zsasz's body. The
Police at this tine are lead to
believe that with eight fresh cuts
on his person, the sane nunber of
murder victins in Gotham that
Zsasz marks each of his kills by
cutting a slash mark on his body.

O course we will have nore news on
this as it devel ops.
(beat)
( MORE)
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SUMVER( cont ' d)

In other news Gothanmis favorite son
Bruce Wayne will be neeting with
environnental i st Talia Head today.
When asked what the neeting would
be about Chief Executive Oficer of
t he Wayne Foundation Lucius Fox had
this to say.

LUCIUS FOX i s stands outside the Wayne Foundation in front of
a circle of reporters.

LUCI US
WayneTech, regardl ess of what
S.T.A R Labs, LexCorp and others
may say, has always had the public
and environment in mnd. By neeting
with environnentalists and their
f oundati ons WayneTech can open a
di al ogue and both sides can be
heard. If technol ogy can nake the
world a better place then working
with the environnmentalists can only
make it twi ce as better.

I NT. WAYNE MANCR - BALLROOM - DAY

Bruce and Talia are slow dancing in the mddle of the Bal
Room whil e a STRI NG QUARTET serenades them

TALI A
Is this how all your neetings go?

BRUCE
Only the good ones.

TALI A
And do you think that this neeting
i s goi ng good?

BRUCE
(huge smle)
Very good.

TALI A
So uh... who's the quartet?

BRUCE
They' re students from Got ham
University. | give out grants every
year to |l ocal schools, each one for
a different field. There's just
happened to be nmusic. Soon they'll
be noving on to the Gotham Gty
O chestra.
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TALI A
So deep down there's nore to you
then just a rich playboy.

BRUCE

That’s right. 1’ma real superhero.
TALI A

Well, for the |adies sake | hope

you're not the Flash when it cones
to the bedroom

BRUCE
No, | think I got that part under
contr ol

TALI A
So... how | ong have you |ived here,
Bruce?

BRUCE
Bruce? Ch, I'"'mon a first nane

basi s now?
Talia snmles ear to ear.

BRUCE
I"ve lived here all ny life. As a
matter of fact aside fromthe
Pent house at the Wayne Foundati on
this is the only house |'ve ever
spent the night in while in Gotham

TALI A
Real | y? No sl eep overs during grade
school or anything?

BRUCE
No, ny childhood was... less then
normal . So what about you, Talia?

Talia smles at her nane.

TALI A
Umn you could say the same with ne.
My father didn't spend nmuch tinme in
one area so we noved around a | ot
so | didn't have very many friends.
And ny father |oved hel ping the
envi ronment so | guess since |
| acked in friends | just kinda
threw nyself into his cause and
made up for it there.
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BRUCE
So woul d you say that you and your
father are cl ose?

TALI A
Yes, | like to think so.

Talia begins to speak but she hol ds back. Bruce notices it.

BRUCE
VWhat is it?

TALI A
Not hi ng.

BRUCE

No, what is it?

TALI A
I was going to ask you sonet hi ng
but never m nd.

BRUCE
No, it's okay. You can ask ne
anyt hi ng.

TALI A
Vel l, | heard what happened to your

parents when you were younger and |
was going to ask you if you
remenbered what rel ationship you
had with them It just seens so
long ago | can't even renenber ny
father when | was that age.

BRUCE
No, it's okay. | still renenber
them .. not a day goes by that |
don't. | renenber ny father was

strict but he was fair and that ny
not her woul d al ways protect nme if |
did sonet hing wong and was goi ng
to be punished for it.

(beat)
We spent nost of our tine playing
cards or board ganmes and every
weekend ny father would take nme and
nmy nother to the theater. No matter
what he al ways made tinme for us, ny
not her did aswel | .

TALI A
Sounds |ike you really love them
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BRUCE
| do. | built ny whole Iife around
t hem

TALI A
Vell, I"msure they still |ove you
where they’'re at. I'msure a |ot of

peopl e | ove you.

BRUCE
Not many.

Talia stands as cl ose as she can to him

TALI A
Vell... maybe it's time for one
nor e.

Talia and Bruce stare deeply into each others eyes. Talia
| ays her head on Bruce's chest as he waps his arnms around
her and hol ds her.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - DAY

Two Police cars pull into the gates of ARKHAM ASYLUM After
driving up the long hill leading to the Asylumthe cars
finally park. Gordon steps out of one of the cars while
Bul | ock and Montoya get out of the other.

GORDON
Man, | hate this place.

BULLOCK
The dregs of Got ham Comm sh.

MONTOYA
Well, put atie on themand we'd
have the Politicians of Gotham
GORDON

(whi spers)
Shhh, not out |oud, Mntoya.

MONTOYA
(whi spers)
Sorry.
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ENTRANCE - DAY

JEREM AH ARKHAM greets the Police at the door.
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JEREM AH
Ahh, 1've been expecting you. How
has your day been officers?

GORDON
It's been better, Dr. Arkham
JEREM AH
Oh, | see. No new | eads into your
case?
GORDON

Not yet I"'mafraid. Howis the
patient doi ng?

JEREM AH
M. Zsasz is doing quite well |
nust say.

BULLOCK

So what's the verdict doc is Zsasz
a freakin' whack job or not?

JEREM AH
Oficer, we stress not to use terns
like that. Mentally ill, is the
acceptable term

BULLOCK
The guy's a nurderer, it's all the
sane.

JEREM AH
No, I"'mafraid it's not. If he was

just plain evil doing it of his own
free will then he would be, but if
a person is nentally ill thenit's
not their fault, they can't contro
their actions. Now pl ease foll ow
nme.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - FI RST FLOOR - DAY

As the four walk down a hallway that's filled w th NURSES
hel pi ng PATI ENTS. The | onger they wal k down the hall the fact
that Arkhamwas originally a Victorian Mansion which was
converted to a Asylum can easily be nmade out.

JEREM AH
Don't worry, | assure you that
theses floors, in fact all our
floors are perfectly safe.

( MORE)
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JEREM AH( cont ' d)

W have twenty-four hour surveyance
on all floors and ten security
guards per floor. W keep our nost
dangerous patients on the | ower

| evel s so pl ease this way.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - BOTTOM FLOOR - DAY

Jerem ah | eads the Police down a large and well lite fl oor.
G ant doors with huge |ocks as far as the eye can see on both
sides fill the hallway. As Jerem ah tal ks Montoya spots a

QUESTI ON MARK LOGO on one of the doors. On the other side of
the room Bul | ock sees a ROSE LOE0 on anot her door

JEREM AH
In order to help sone of our newer
tal ent along the way along with the
obvi ous cell nunbers we put |ogo's
on the cell doors as well. This
tends to keep everyone walking in
the m ddl e of the hallway.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ZSASZ'S ROOM - DAY

Jerem ah opens a door that leads to a small roomcut off from
the rest with a large glass frame with four guards watching
over Zsasz who is asleep on a cot.

JEREM AH
It seens that several patients felt
t hreatened by the fact that he
hol ds a higher kill count then
others. Also their were sonme who
abhor M. Zsasz for what he did to
the children so we have to keep him
sperate fromthe others.

Jerem ah wal ks over to a intercomon the wall and presses the
speak button on it.

JEREM AH
M. Zsasz pl ease wake up, you have
vi sitors.

BULLOCK

What's the deal with the intercom
is the room soundpr oof ?

JEREM AH
Yes, very.
(into the intercom
M. Zsasz, visitors.
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Zsasz rolls over fromhis cot and rai ses his head and | ooks
at the Police. Zsasz, now dressed like all the other
patients, gets out of the cot and wal ks over to his intercom

ZSASZ
Hel |l o, Dr. Arkham

JEREM AH
Hell o, M. Zsasz. How are you
feeling today?

ZSASZ
I"'mfeeling |ovely.

JEREM AH
The Police have a few questions for
you, M. Zsasz.

ZSASZ
Oh, is that so? Wll, I'm always
willing to help the Police.

Gordon wal ks over to the intercom

GORDON
/sasz.
ZSASZ
Conmi ssi oner
GORDON
How have you been treated?
ZSASZ
Excel | ent, Conmi ssi oner.
GORDON
Look, we need nore information from
you.
ZSASZ
Li ke what ?
GORDON

The scars on your body, are they
from ot her people you have
nmur der ed?

ZSASZ
Zonmbi es, M. Comm ssioner, they
were m ndl ess zonbi es caught in a
worl d of the never ending pointless
trivial stuff.

( MORE)
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ZSASZ(cont' d)

The same old, sane old as you woul d
say. There lives, what little they
were, were never going to change.
They did what society told themto
do. Living in Gotham and every
other city on this planet wll
destroy your life and turn it into
shit. They were | ost and were never
to return. | hel ped them escape.

But | do realize they were human as
I amand that is why I mark nyself.
To rem nd nyself that | am human

al so.

GORDON
So you admit your nurdered them

ZSASZ
No. | exterm nated them
Conmi ssi oner

GORDON
You do realize that is not how t he
courts will see it.

ZSASZ

The court systemis in its very
nature corrupt Gordon. Instead of
cases being judged by the lawit's
j udged on precedence. The judges
care nore about what sone ot her

j udge says then what the | aw says.
They are al so m ndl ess drones
Comm ssioner. It's sad that a man
i ke you puts so nuch faith into
it. Maybe that is why you all ow
Batman to run anok since he goes
against the rules that are so
venal .

GORDON
You're going to be locked up for a
long time, Zsasz.

ZSASZ
Wth this court systenf? | doubt it.
Wth good behavior I'lIl be out in

si x nont hs.
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - QUTSI DE ZSASZ' S ROOM - DAY

The door opens with Montoya, Bullock, and Gordon wal ki ng out
the door with Jerem ah foll ow ng behind them
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Jeren ah watches the Police then turns back into Zsasz's

room

JEREM AH
Vel l, | hope you' re happy with your
i nterview, Conm ssioner Gordon.

GORDON
He just admtted that he nurdered
all those people. O course I'm
happy, we got him

JEREM AH
Just because you have hi m doesn't
mean you'll get him
MONTOYA
What are you sayi ng?
JEREM AH
Remenber if he is nmentally ill then

we take care of him You don't get
the luxury of frying him

BULLOCK
You dirty --

GORDON
You have no idea the danger this
man possess. You can't hold him
her e.

JEREM AH
No Comm ssioner | told you we are
fully capabl e of handing the
situation and only we can give him
the help that he needs. Like the
sign says on the Gate says "Arkham
Asylum Home for the Crimnally
| nsane".

MONTOYA
If that nonster gets |oose --

JEREM AH
| assure you he won't.
(nmotioning security)
Now pl ease, | think you nmay have
upset ny patient. I'Il have
security will escort you out.

BULLOCK
W don't need your security.

38.



I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ZSASZ'S ROOM - DAY

Jerem ah wal ks up to the intercomas Zsasz goes to his.

JEREM AH
I"msorry for the actions of the
pol i ce.

ZSASZ

That's alright. Do you wish to
begi n anot her sessi on now?

JEREM AH
Yes.
ZSASZ
(smles)
Good.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - DAY
The Police head towards their respective cars.

BULLCOCK
This stinks, Comm sh. You better
have a talk with the mayor about
t his one.

GORDON
"1l talk to him Bullock but I
doubt he'll see the light.

BULLOCK
Vll, we're going to be seeing
whol e 1 ot of dead Gothamites if
that nut job isn't taken care of.
He belongs in San Quentin not in
Ar kham

GORDON
I know Bul l ock but if the Mayor
doesn't agree then we're --

MONTOYA
Scr ewed.

GORDON
Big tine.

39.
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EXT. WAYNE MANCR - BACKYARD - DAY

Bruce wal ks along side Talia down a path. Talia is astoni shed
at the size and beauty of Bruce's backyard. This is a sight
you woul d never see in a Gotham Travel Brochure.

TALI A
It nust take a fortune to care for
this place.

BRUCE
It does and the only tine nobody is
working on it is the winter

TALI A

| don't see anyone out here today.
BRUCE

Wll, | that's 'cause | gave them

the day off. That or they finished
early I can't really renmenber.

TALI A
Yeah, right. You just wanted to get
me back here alone didn't you?

BRUCE
vel | --

TALI A
Oh, | ook at the flowers!

Talia races up to a large garden | eaving Bruce standi ng by
hi nsel f.

BRUCE
(finishing)
Yeah, actually | did.

Bruce strolls over to Talia who has i nmersed herself inside
t he garden.

TALI A
These are so beauti ful
BRUCE
Yeah, Alfred picks them out every
year.
TALI A
Real | y?
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BRUCE
Yeah -- no, no, no, | nean | pick
t hem out every year

Talia | ooks back at Bruce knowing it's a lie.

BRUCE (cont’ d)
Yeah, WayneTech and the
environnment, | |ove the
environnment. First thing | think of
in the norning 'cause | have to
breath and if | can't breath then
say, "Hey, sonething's wong with
t he environnent but it's not
WayneTech's fault because we | ove
t he environnent."

Talia smles at Bruce. Bruce smles back and extends his
hand. Talia softly takes his hand. Bruce starts |eading her
t hrough the garden and she happily foll ows.

As they walk Talia slowy tightens her hand around Bruce's.
He does that same to her's and are soon wal ki ng hand i n hand.
Talia waps her other armaround Bruce's then gently |ays her
head on his shoul der.

I NT. MAYOR S OFFI CE - DAY

The Mayor sits behind his desk not caring what Gordon has to
say to him

H LL
No.

GORDON
Mayor, you don't see the --

H LL
| don't care, Gordon. Zsasz is in
Arkham He can't escape and the
courts are going to handle his
case. That's all | can do.

GORDON
Ham | ton, you know as well as | do
that Arkhamisn't inescapable and
Zsasz is going to attenpt it the
first chance he gets.

H LL
| don't know t hat.
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GORDON
VWhat ?!

HI LL
I don't know that he won't escape,
hell he mght like it in there.

GORDON
What kind of crap is this?

HI LL
This crap is --

GORDON
Politics! It's damm politics! It
never changes wi th you peopl e!

HI LL
Gordon |'ve had enough of you. Get
out my office.

GORDON
Mark my word M. Mayor when Zsasz
gets out | putting the bl ood on
your hands not ny departnent.

HI LL
Get out!

Gordon sl ans the door shut as he | eaves the room After a
beat a famliar voice is heard.

BULLOCK
(through the door)
He sti nks!

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ZSASZ ROOM - N GHT

Zsasz sits quietly inside his roomwhile the guards sit
around in a circle playing cards.

Nobody notices Zsasz's smle.
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - SECURI TY ROOM - NI GHT
TWO SECURI TY GQUARDS sit in front of the nonitors each one

slowy dozing off. One guard catches hinself fromfalling
asl eep and snmacks the other guard on the shoul der waki ng him

up.
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I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - JEREM AH S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Jerem ah sits at his desk | ooking over inmate files. EDWARD
NI GVA, VICTOR FRIES and PAMELA | SLEY are the recogni zabl e
nanes that we see.

Jerem ah opens his file on Zsasz... conpletely enpty.

He reaches inside his coat pocket and takes out a key and
unl ocks his desk drawer and pulls out another file. An
overflowing file marked... THE BATMAN.

A KNOCK on the door. Jerem ah quickly stashes the Batnan
files.

JEREM AH
Cone in.

AHMS LABARBA, Jerem ah's assi stant wal ks in.

JEREM AH (cont’ d)
Ahns, cone on in.

AHVE

M. Arkham you wanted to see ne?
JEREM AH

Yes, cone in, cone in. | wanted to

talk to you about M. Zsasz.
Ahns takes a sit next to Jerem ah desk.

AHMS
What did you have in m nd?

JEREM AH
Ah, mind, that's exactly it. |
believe that M. Zsasz can hel p us
achi eve sone great success in the

field.

AHVE
Yes, M. Zsasz is in need of sone
serious --

JEREM AH

No, no, no. That's not what |I'm
tal king about. It's a given that
M. Zsasz would be a great study
but in this city who would be the
great est study?

( CONTI NUED)
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AHVS
I don't quite follow
JEREM AH
Bat man.
AHVS
Bat man?
JEREM AH

Nobody knows anyt hi ng about him
only the people he picks up. Look
at this file.

(handing the file to Ahns)
This file if full of story's about
t he Bat man. Who knows whi ch ones
are true and which ones aren't. The
thing that is alnost a given is
t hat the Batnman never does anyt hing
in the day.

AHMS
(com ng around)
Wait a mnute. Do you want to use
Zsasz to study Batnan?

JEREM AH
Yes.

AHVS
How?

JEREM AH

How do you think the Batman woul d
react if Zsasz got |oose?

AHMS
Wait -- are you going to let Zsasz
go free?

JEREM AH
No of course not. He's going to
break out.

AHMS
But what about the peopl e of
Got hanf

JEREM AH

Sacrifices are made everyday. It's
time that the greedy Gothanites
sacrifice sonething too.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JEREM AH( cont ' d)

W have the chance to not only
study the Batman, but also a
crimnal mnd and the entire city
of Got ham

AHNVS
You' re nmad. Everyone was right.
Your fam |y was and now you are
t 0o.

JEREM AH
Don't you dare back out on ne,
Ahns. Not after all we've been
t hr ough.

AHVE
No. No, | won't stand for this! NO

Ahns starts heading for the door Jerem ah stands up to bl ock
hi m

JEREM AH
You're not |eaving until you go
t hrough with this.

AHVS
You' re crazy! Ahms tries to go
around.

Jerem ah grabs Ahnms. A struggl e ensues. Ahns over powers
Jerem ah and throws himonto a couch and heads for the door.
Ahns swings it open only to get his throat slashed.

Ahns falls dead to the floor.

Jerem ah | ooks down at his fallen assistant. Two bare feet
stand next to him Jerem ah | ooks up to see Zsasz.

ZSASZ
Pl ans changed.
JEREM AH
You -- you weren't suppose to kil

anybody here.
ZSASZ

I"ve only killed one. It's the
others that |'mworried about.

JEREM AH
VWhat ot hers?

Zsasz wal ks over and grabs Jerem ah and drags himto the door
way.

( CONTI NUED)



46.

ZSASZ
Those ot hers.

Jerem ah | ooks on in horror as the inmates are literary
runni ng the asylum

JEREM AH
Dam you, you rel eased them

ZSASZ
Per cepti ve.

JEREM AH
You were the only one who was
suppose to --

ZSASZ
| said the plans changed. Look on
the bright side. If no one here
kills you you're going to have a
| ot of paper work to keep you busy
for the next several years.

Zsasz starts to walk of f then stops.

JEREM AH
But --

ZSASZ
Oh, by the way, where did you put
my clothes at? I can't seemto find
t hem

JEREM AH
Uh... third fl oor

ZSASZ
Thanks, you're a real pal.

Zsasz takes off. Jerem ah bolts behind the door and | ocks it.
Quickly the roomfills with light. Jerem ah | ooks out the

wi ndow and sees the BATSI GNAL shinning brightly over the
city.

EXT. GOTHAM POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - ROOFTOP - N GHT

Gordon stands beside the BATSI GNAL snoking his pipe. Wiiting.
Wat chi ng. Hopi ng.
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I NT. GOTHAM HOTEL - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Bruce is wal king hand in hand with Talia down the Hall way.
Both being very "friendly" with each other, we know what's
com ng next. Behind themis a large window with the BATSI GNAL
shinning over the city. Amazingly Bruce msses it.

TALI A
Here's ny room

Bruce walks with Talia to the door

BRUCE
It's a shame we didn't get to speak
nor e about busi ness.

TALI A
Yes, | guess we'll have to do this
agai n.

Talia begins to unlock the door.

BRUCE
I have no problemwth --
(noticing the signal)
-- that.

Talia turns back and catches Bruce's glance and then | ooks
out the w ndow.

TALI A
Oh, wow, so that's what it |ooks
like?
BRUCE
(hurrying al ong)
Yeah, it -- it's just Batman.
TALI A

Is he going to fight soneone?

BRUCE
| don't know. | don't really pay
attention to that Batman crap.

TALI A
Jeal ous?

BRUCE
No. Just no interest in himbut hey
| ook, um it's getting kinda |ate
so I"'mgoing to |l eave. | don't want
to wear my wel cone out.

( CONTI NUED)
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TALI A
But | was just going to ask you if
you wanted to conme in for awhile?

BRUCE
No, that's okay, | don't want you
to think I was trying to get you in
t he sack or anything so I'll see
you tonorrow. Okay?

TALI A
Un.. you sure?

BRUCE
Yeah.

Talia |l eaps forward and hugs Bruce tightly and gives hima
big KISS on the cheek | eaving a LIPSTICK print.

TALI A
Tonorrow, | ove.

Bruce gives a quick "I've-got-to-get-out-of-here” hug.

BRUCE
kay, bye.

TALI A
Bye- bye.

Bruce turns and wal ks away.

TALI A (cont’ d)
Say, "H" to Batman for ne.

Wayne qui ckly turns back around.

BRUCE
VWhat ?

TALI A
In case you see himon the way
honme. You know in that Bat-car
t hi ng.

BRUCE
You nean the Batnobil e?

TALI A
Is that what they call it?

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
I don't know. Sone reporter Knox
said sonething like that.

TALI A
Okay. Well, N ghtie-night.

Talia blows a kiss then closes the door. Bruce turns and runs
down the hall way.

EXT. GOTHAM HOTEL - MOMENTS LATER

Bruce runs out of the front door and straight to the waiting
Royals with Alfred driving. Bruce hops in.

BRUCE
Qui ckly, Al fred.

ALFRED
Yes, sir.

Al fred hurries quickly gets in the car and takes off.
I NT. ROYALS ROYCE - N GHT
Bruce starts undoing his tie.

ALFRED
Shall we pull into a deserted ally
and give the coordinates to the
Bat nobi |l e and you can change while
waiting for it there?

BRUCE
No. Just send it to Police
Headquarters.

ALFRED
Yes, sir.
(beat)
Sir?

BRUCE
Yeah, Al fred?

ALFRED
You have lipstick on your face.

Bruce quickly beings wiping it off. Alfred reaches underneath
the front seat and pulls out a snall |aptop then punches in a
few keys.

CUT TGO
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I NT. BATCAVE - THAT MOMENT

The cave is pitch black. Suddenly a | oud ROAR deafens us. A
FIRE starts in the mddle of the screen then takes off at
break neck speed.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - NI GHT
Headl i ghts blind us wi nding around the a rural road. Leaves

are blowing up to the sky. Birds fly fromtheir nest in
panic. The roar gets |ouder by the second.

The headlights go down a hill and we see nothing but the
street.
VWHOOM The BATMOBI LE races over top of the hill in front of

us init's full glory.

EXT. GOTHAM PCLI CE HEADQUARTERS - ROOFTOP - NI GHT
Gordon continues his wait on the Batnman.

BAM

Gordon turns to his side in tine to see a the hook of a
BATGRAPPLE wrap around one of the satellites on the rooftop.
W thin seconds the Batman whi ps upward by the spring-action
reel fromthe BATGRAPPLE | anding on the | edge of the
bui I di ng.

GORDON
We have serious probl ens, Batman.
I"ve spoken with Mayor Hill and he
doesn't see eye to eye with
Mont oya, Bul |l ock and nysel f.

BATMAN
VWat is it?

GORDON
Zsasz. W believe that he wll try
to escape Arkham whenever he gets
t he chance. W need himnoved to a
maxi mum security area but the mayor
won't budge and Arkham needs a
conpl ete rehaul on his security and
we both know that Jerem ah Arkham
will never do that.

BATMAN
VWhat about the D. A ?

( CONTI NUED)
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GORDON
He's usel ess. W haven't had a good
one since Harvey Dent.

BATNMAN
What do you want ne to do?

GORDON
I want you at Arkham but if the
Mayor even has hint that you're
there then we're both out of
Gotham So | guess | just want you
to be ready... for anything.

BATMVAN
Al ways.

A ROAR is heard comng fromthe streets. Batnman reaches into
his UTILITY BELT and pulls out a RADI O TRANSM TTER.

BATMAN (CONT' D) (cont’d)
(into the transmtter)
St op.

The roaring stops. Bullock and Montoya run out onto the roof.

MONTOYA
Bat man! Thank, God.

GORDON
VWhat is it?

BULLOCK

Al'l hell just broke |oose at
Arkham The i nmates running | oose
ever ywher e.

GORDON
Zsasz must have escaped and
rel eased all the innates. Batnman
you --

VWHOOSH! Before Gordon can finish his sentence the Batman

| eaps off the | edge. Gordon, Montoya and Bullock run to the
| edge only to see the BATMOBI LE starting up again and

bl asti ng down the streets of Gotham

BULLOCK
Alright 1'll admt it. That's cool
as hell. But | still don't

trust' em

Gordon turns and around and heads towards the stairs.

( CONTI NUED)
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GORDON
kay, | want all units on the
streets now and headed to Arkham
Call the S WA T. team the
National Guard and alert all the
news agencies to tell --

I NT. TELEVI SION STUDI O - NI GAT
Sunmer sits at the anchor desk once again.

SUMVER

-- all citizens of Gothamto stay
calm Al police units are being
nobi | i zed and sent out as we speak
We have even been infornmed by
Pol i ce Conmm ssi oner Cordon

(beat)
It is unknown at this point in tine
t he whereabouts of the current
proprietor of Arkham Jerem ah
Arkham Police fear that a hostage
situation coul d devel op.

SMASH CUT:
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - JEREM AH S OFFI CE - NI GHT

CLCSE UP
Jerem ah's f ace.

| NVATE #1 (QO.S.)
Say it!

JEREM AH
(weakl y)
| --

| NVATE #1 (QO.S.)
Say it!

JEREM AH
(weakl y)
I like peanut butter.

Standing in front of Jeremah is an inmate with shirt pulled
over his face and a SPATULA in his hand. A CHEER goes out
fromthe group of inmates sitting around a circle with
Jerem ah being in the center of it on a swivel chair.

The group swings Jerem ah around in the chair. The inmates
stop Jeremiah right in front of the screami ng | nmate.

( CONTI NUED)
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I NVATE #1
Say it again!

JEREM AH
I like --

I NVATE #1

Say it |like you nean it!

JEREM AH
I like peanut butter!

Anot her CHEER goes out. Jerem ah gets swung around agai n and
stopped in front the Scream ng | nmate.

I NVATE #1
Say it again!

CUT TO
I/ E. BATMOBI LE - THAT MOMVENT

Bat man races through the city getting closer and closer to
Ar kham

ALFRED (Q. S.)
(filtered)
Sir?

Bat nan | ooks down and sees Alfred on a snall nonitor.

BATMAN
What is it, Alfred?
ALFRED
(filtered)
That | ovely young lady, Talia is on
t he phone.
BATMAN
G eat .
ALFRED
(filtered)

She is worried about your safety
because of the break out.

BATMVAN
Can't your tell her I'"'mon a
private plane going to an energency
nmeeti ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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ALFRED
(filtered)
I don't think she is going to take
that for an answer, sir but | wll

bail you out... again.
BATMVAN
Thanks, Alfred. | owe you one.
ALFRED
(filtered)

Two if you count, Mss. Kyle.
I/E. POLICE CAR - N GHT

Gordon rides in the back of Bullock and Montoya's car. Behind
themthe majority of Gothamis finest follow

BULLOCK
Man, oh man, the mayor is going to
| ove this!

GORDON

I know. We just better hope that
the Batnman gets there in tinme
bef ore anything bad really happens.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - NI GHT

Too late. I NMATES are running around the front of Arkham
goi ng. .. Insane.

The rest are breaking into cars while others have the keys
and are in the process of driving off.

The Asylumitself has seen better days. One side is
conpletely covered in ICE. The other in VINES.

The i nmates who haven't fled yet and are just hangi ng around
out si de stop as they hear sonething... the BATMOBILE

As soon as the BATMOBILE drives up the hill the inmates flip
out and start throwing rocks at it or beating thenselves or
each other up. Quickly NETS are shot out fromthe sides of

t he BATMOBI LE capturing several inmates in each

The GUNS fromthe hood of the BATMOBI LE pop open, the inmates
screamin horror. Batman flips a switch. The guns FIRE. But
instead of bullets streans of DARTS shoot out. The inmates
grab the body parts they were shot at then slowy slip into
unconsci ousness.

Bat man st ops and hops out of the BATMOBILE
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EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - CONTI NUOUS

The Gotham Police finally arrive on the scene as the Batman
wal ks into the Asylum

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ENTRANCE - N GHT

The Batman wal ks into the Asylum and gets net by two innates.
The one is CHALLENG NG Bat man and the other is FROTH NG at
t he nouth and keeps running into a wall.

The Chal | enger charges Batnman. Batman qui ckly side steps him
causing the Challenger to run out the front door.

PCOLI CEMAN (O S.)
Freezel

The Chal | enger does an about face only to have Bat man - WHAM -
SLAM t he door in his face knocki ng hi mout cold.

Bat man turns back around. The Frothing Man is still running
into the wall. Batman sees no danger and wal ks past himinto
t he Asylum

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - NI GHT
CGordon, Montoya and Bull ock | ead the charge into the Asylum

GORDON
Renenber, don't shoot unless you
have to. Let's go! Go!

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ENTRANCE - N GHT

Bat man wal ks into to an insane ni ght mare. FROZEN Asyl um

wor kers, DEAD MEN wi th ROSES pl aced on their chest, RIDDLES
witten in graffiti and menbers of the RED TRI ANGLE Cl RCUS
GANG drawi ng RED TRI ANGLES under their right eyes with RED
magi ¢ markers and i nk pens.

The LEADER of the group turns and sees Bat man.

LEADER
You! You killed the Penguin! You
killed Gswal d!

The Triangle Gang ATTACKS Batman with a furry and with

what ever nmakeshift weapon they can find. Batnman quickly
starts laying themout one by one but Batnan becones
surrounded by them The Dark Knight reaches into his UTILITY
BELT and pulls out a BATARANG with a LED Screen on it, rnuch
i ke the "hom ng BATARANG' from Bat man Returns.

( CONTI NUED)
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LEADER (cont’ d)
Oh no. W've seen that toy before,
Bat man. You're not going to fool us
wi th that one.

Bat man tosses the BATARANG into the air. The Triangle Gang
wat ches it hurl into the air. Batnman kneel s down and covers
hinmsel f in his cape.

WHOOM A blinding Iight shoots out fromthe BATARANG
revealing that it was actually a FLASH BOVB

Bat man wal ks out of the circle of the Triangle Gang while
t hey stunble around in blindness swinging wldly.

Gordon and the Police rush in.

GORDON
Freeze! Everybody get your hands

up!

A Triangle nmenber takes a wild swing and knocks out the
LEADER.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - JEREM AH S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Bat man ki cks open the door. Jerem ah is still in the sane
predi cament he was |ast tine.

JEREM AH
Bat man, pl ease hel p!

Bat man back up and wal ks away.

JEREM AH (cont’ d)
Bat man!

I NVATE #1
Say it again!

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - FI RST FLOOR - NI GHT

The police begin handcuffing the Triangle Gang. Cordon,

Mont oya and Bul | ock head off in the sanme direction as Batman
and run across --

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - JEREM AH S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Gordon | ooks i nside.

GORDON
VWhat the. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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JEREM AH
Gordon, hel p!

Gordon considers it. Then heads off after Bat nman.

GORDON
Let's go!

JEREM AH
Gor don!

| NVATE #1

Say it again!
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - BOTTOM FLOOR - NI GHT

Bat man wal ks al ong the floor noticing every cell is enpty. He
gets to the end of the hallway to Zsasz room and opens the
door .

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ZSASZ'S ROOM - NI GHT

Inside the four Security Guards are still sitting on the
floor wwth cards in front of them Throats SLIT. Batman heads
back into the hallway.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - QUTSI DE ZSASZ'S ROOM - NI GHT

Gordon and Montoya run up to Bat man.

GORDON
Okay who's our biggest problem
ri ght now?

MONTOYA

Ivy, R ddler, Bane, Freeze, Croc,
Man- Bat, C ayface, Deadshot and
Zsasz.

GORDON
Is that all?

MONTOYA
Of the top of ny head.

GORDON
Any ideas on how to handle this,
Bat man?

BATMVAN
Take who you can get.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bat man wal ks heads off with Gordon and Montoya foll ow ng.
Bul  ock runs Batman exits with Gordon and Mont oya.

GORDON
Cone on, Bull ock.
BULLOCK
(wi nded)

| just got down here.
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - FI RST FLOOR - N GHT

Bat man and the rest wal k through the First Floor with sone
inmates still running | oose but are being caught easily by
t he Police.

GORDON
How s it going in here?

COoP
It's under control so far.

GORDON
After all these inmates are | ocked
up I want all available officers on
the streets | ooking for every
escaped i nmate.

CGordon, Montoya and Bul | ock foll ow Bat man out the door
I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - ENTRANCE - NI GHT

As Bat man wal ks passed the entrance Frothing Man is stil
running into the sane wall. Wthout l[osing his stride Batnman
grabs himby the shoul der and turns himaround sending the
Frothing Man BACK into the Asylum

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - CONTI NUOUS

Bat man heads towards the BATMOBI LE. Qutside the remaining
inmates are being cuffed and taken back inside.

GORDON
You know Batman, this is a rea
crisis. Maybe we shoul d cal
Metropolis and see if they can find
Super --

Bat nan turns around Pl SSED

GORDON (cont’ d)
Bad i dea.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bat nan heads i nto the BATMOBI LE and takes off.

MONTOYA
Ready to go, Conmi ssioner?

| /E. BATMOBILE - NI GHT

Bat nan turns on his nonitor.

BATMVAN
Al fred.
ALFRED
(filtered)

A report has just cone across that
a big green lizard is destroying
west end.

BATMAN
Killer Croc.

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - WEST SIDE - N GAT

People run for their lives as a large reptilian like man is
destroying everything in sight. Vehicles, |ight poles, cars,
etc. KILLER CROC is his nane.

Two brave but STUPID CITIZEN S grab sone rocks and throw it
at Goc. Only getting his attention.

CRCC
That was st upi d.

The Two try and nmake a break for it but Croc catches themin
the mddle of the street then slanms both against a wall on
t he OTHER si de of the road.

Croc sees a mail box and rips it up fromthe ground and wal ks
over to the two who are knocked out cold. Croc lifts the nai
box over his head then gets blinded by headlights. He drops
the mail box behind himand sees a NET shot out fromthe
BATMOBI LE

The net waps around him but only annoys Croc as he rips the
net to shreds. Batman hops out of the BATMOBI LE and narches
toward Croc.

CROC (cont’d)
I"mnot going back to Arkham |
didn't do anything w ong!

BATMVAN
You need hel p, Wayl on.
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CROC
Look at ne! You think anyone can
hel p this!

Croc charges Batnman and swings wildly at him Batnman ducks
and dodges every shot and tries to sweep Croc. Croc doesn't
budge.

Croc pulls Batman out then throws himthrough a PLATE GLASS
W NDOW ri ght into--

I NT. DANCE CLUB - CONTI NUOUS

A | oaded dance club. The people in the club all stand around
as they | ook at Batman. As Batman starts to stand up bl ood
flows freely froma gash on Batman's right cheek. WHAM - the
mai | box nails Batman in the back dropping hi mback down.

Croc junps through the wi ndow. Everyone in the club freaks
out and runs. Croc gets to Batnman but Batnman ki ps up and
starts laying rights and lefts to Croc. Croc smles then -
POW - backhands Bat man sendi ng hi mthrough the air several
feet. Killer Croc continues his wi sh of onslaught and goes
ri ght back after Batman.

CLUB GCER (O S.)
Kick that Ninja Turtles' ass,
Bat man!

CRCC
Who said that?!

Bat man sees his break and reaches into his UTILITY BELT and
grabs a BATARANG then throws it a Croc's head. THUNNG Direct
hit. Croc goes light on his feet. Batman charges Croc and
lets out a furious conbo of several martial art styles

backi ng Croc up the w ndow.

One devastating BACK SPIN KI CK sends Croc back out onto the
street.

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - WEST SIDE - N GHAT

Bat man reaches into his UTILITY BELT and grabs a VIAL. Croc
manages to stand up. As soon as he turns around Bat man throws
the vial straight at Croc's face -- PHEWN

Croc yells in pain and gasps for breath as snoke surrounds
his face. PON A side kicks sends Croc back over top of the
car that he rammed Batnman's face into. Batman slides over the
hood of the car and grabs another VIAL fromhis UTILITY BELT
and throws it into the car that EXPLODES i nto nore SMXKE.
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Bat man grabs Croc and sticks his head into the car and hol ds
himface down into the snoke. Croc gags and fights violently.
The snoke is too much and Croc finally goes out cold.

Bat man backs away fromthe car and heads towards the
BATMOBI LE and hops in.

BATMVAN
| got, Croc.
ALFRED
(filtered)

Yes, sir. We have anot her
di st ur bance.

BATMAN
VWher e?

The BATMOBI LE fires up and burns down the street while the on
| ookers cheer the Bat nman.

EXT. WAYNETECH - MOVENTS LATER
WayneTech enpl oyees' are running out of the buil ding.
I NT. WAYNETECH, FIRST FLOOR - NI GHT

DEADSHOT hol ds t he enpl oyee' s hostage naki ng each one stand
in place.

DEADSHOT
| said don't nove now where i s he?!
Were i s Wayne?!

Luci us Fox desperately tries to hold things together.

LUCI US
Sir, | inplore you to please stop
this.

DEADSHOT
I was hired to kill Wayne and I'm

going to do it! Just because they
throw me in that hell hole Arkham
doesn't nmean | don't fulfill ny
contracts. Now where is he?!

LUCI US
Sir --

BANG Deadshot shoots the gl asses off Lucius' face.
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DEADSHOT
I"'mnot going to ask you agai n!
LUCI US
Pl ease, | swear, M. Wayne is not
her e.
DEADSHOT
| told you.

Deadshot ains at Lucius' face. Lucius closes his eyes tightly
and says a quick prayer to hinself.

CLI NK!

DEADSHOT (O S.)
Ahh!

Luci us opens his eyes and sees Deadshot hol ding his arm
Luci us | ooks down on the floor and sees a BATARANG

DEADSHOT (cont’ d)
You bastard where are you?!

Al'l the hostages take the chance and drop to the floor.
Deadshot carefully noves around the room

DEADSHOT (cont’ d)
"1l find you, Batman. You can't
hi de forever.

PHEW Al the power goes out in the building. The hostages
scream

DEADSHOT
Shut up! Everyone shut up!
(beat)
M nd games don't work with ne,

Bat nan.

As Deadshot wal ks around he ends up in front of a |arge
wi ndow with the Gotham streets lights allowi ng us to nake out
his sil houette.

DEADSHOT (cont’ d)
Come on Bat man show your --

BAM The ventilation shaft opens up with Batnman arns reaching
down and pul ling up Deadshot. GUNSHOTS ring out, hostages
scream a body falls and dangles in front of us. The lights
cone back on

Deadshot is tied up hangi ng upside down.
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DEADSHOT (cont’ d)
Dam you! Get nme out of here!

The hostages run over to Deadshot and start KI CKING him
I/ E. BATMOBI LE - MOMENTS LATER

Bat man hurries down Got ham eyeing every alley.

BATMAN
Anyt hi ng yet?
ALFRED
(filtered)
No, sir. | take it you captured
Deadshot ?
BATMAN

He was trying to kill Bruce
Wayne. .. again.

(beat)
I wonder how Cordon is doing.

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - THAT MOMVENT
Gordon and Bul | ock are taking cover behind a car.

BULLOCK
This is crazy, Comm sh!

GORDON
You don't think I know t hat ?!

Quickly the car starts to FREEZE. Gordon and Bul | ock bail.

GORDON (CONT' D) (cont’d)
How the hell did he get that gun so
qui ck!

BULLOCK
Stinkin' eBay!

Gordon and Bul | ock run behind a building. Gordon grabs the
radi o.

GORDON
Where the hell is that copper?!

MAN ON RADI O

(filtered)
It's on its way, sir.
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Gordon | ooks up to the sky and sees a police chopper flying
above carrying a huge crate with snoke pouring fromthe top
of it.

GORDON
Now Drop it now

MAN ON RADI O
(filtered)
Roger .

The crate opens with steam ng HOT WATER falling fromit. A
horrifying SCREAMis let out froma MAN on the street.

GORDON
Go, go, go!

Pol i ce charge as Gordon | ooks on intensely.

coP
We got him

CGordon picks up the radio.

GORDON
Good job boy's we got Freeze.

BULLOCK

Wiy the hell didn't you guys do
this the first time with Freeze?

GORDON
Shut up, Bull ock.

MONTAGE:

Bl ood sprays on floors, ceilings, fans, curtains, beds, TV,
kitchen tabl es, boards ganes, video ganmes, footballs, all in
di fferent houses fromrich to poor. A pair of white gl oves
wi ping off a the sane knife is seen repeatedly.

EXT. GOTHAM HOME - NI GHT

Zsasz, once again dressed in his Magician's outfit quietly
wal ks out the front door of a house. |nside another poor
famly sits peacefully dead in their [iving room MOTHER
FATHER, BROTHER, SI STERS.

I/ E. BATMOBI LE - NI GHT

Bat man drives by an alley then SLAMS on the breaks.
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BATMAN
Found d ayf ace.

Bat man puts the BATMOBILE in reverse, turns and heads down
the alley stopping in the mddle of it. Batman | ooks for

Cl ayface but he is nowhere to be seen. Batman flips a switch
and an | NFER-RED screen appears on the nonitor. No hot

obj ects are seen.

Bat man ponders a beat then opens the top of the BATMOBI LE and
cautiously stands up and | ooks out.

Two gi ant CLAY LI KE hands grabs Batman by the shoul ders and
t hrows hi m agai nst one of the buildings in the alley. Batman
smacks the building hard then falls onto the hood of the
BATMOBI LE t hen crashes onto the ground.

Bat man quickly gets up in a fighting stance but no C ayface
in sight.

CLAYFACE (0O.S.)
(whi spers)
Bat man. Bat man | ooks ar ound.

CLAYFACE (O S.) (cont’d)
(whi spers)
What ' s wrong?

Bat man backs up to the side of a building and wal ks al ong the
side of it. A HORRENDOUS SHRI EK heard over head. Batnman | ooks
up to the Gotham sky.

CLAYFACE (O S.) (cont’d)
(whi spers)
Uh-oh. Man-Bat is out. Wo are you
going after now ne or hin? You
can't have us both.

The shriek is heard again. C oser. Louder. Batman thinks then
slow y heads towards the BATMOBI LE

CLAYFACE (0Q.S.)
(whi spers)
Good choi ce.

Bat man hops into the BATMOBI LE and sits down. Batnman checks
the nonitors. On it an old HOBO is wal king on the other side
of the street.

BATMAN
Wor ked before.

( CONTI NUED)



66.

Bat man starts up the BATMOBI LE then throws it into reverse
headi ng strai ght towards the hobo. Batman slanms on the breaks
just feet in front of the hobo then flips a switch. A

FI REBALL shoots out the back engi ne engul fing the Hobo in

fl anes. The Hobo screans in pain but with CLAYFACE S VO CE
Suddenly the Hobo MORPHS into whom Bat man knew he was all

al ong. .. CLAYFACE.

Still on fire Clayface's novenents quickly get nore ridged
and stiff. SLOALY his body starts to harden until his is

not hing nore then a giant nold of CLAY. Batnman heads down the
street.

BATMAN (cont’ d)
Al fred get the Batw ng ready.

ALFRED
(filtered)
Yes, sir.

EXT. GOTHAM BOTANI CAL GARDENS - N GHT

A police car pulls away as Montoya w pes bl ood from her
nout h. Gordon radios in.

I NTERCUT AS NEED

GORDON

How s it going, Montoya?
MONTOYA

| got Ivy. Crazy bitch tried to

kill me with a giant Venus Flytrap.
GORDON

Agai n?
MONTOYA

Yeah, so what's the score?
GORDON

You got lvy and we've gotten

Freeze. | got word a few m nutes

ago that the National Guard got the
Riddler and it seens Batnman has
been very busy.

MONTOYA
Who' d he get?
GORDON
Croc and Deadshot... wait a m nute.
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A of ficer whispers sonething to Gordon

GORDON (cont’ d)
He just got C ayface, too.

MONTOYA
So aside fromthe other crazies we
need Bane, Man-Bat and Zsasz?

GORDON
That's right --

A t hunder ous ROAR bl asts over Gordon's head.

GORDON (cont’ d)
I think he's | ooking for Mn-Bat
now.

MONTOYA
What nmakes you so sure?

GORDON
Oh, just a hunch.

EXT. GOTHAM CI TY - AR EL SHOT - N GHT

The BATWNG flies above the city.

EXT. GOTHAM STREETS - NI GHT

CITIZEN S are standing on the sidewal k watching a news report

in the window of a television store. The OMNER of a food
stand that's next to the shop is anong the spectators.

A SHADOW goes over the food stand.

OMNNER
(still watching TV)
Yeah, just help yourself out there
buddy 1'Il be with you in a m nute.

Loud MUNCHI NG f ol | ows.
OMNER (cont’ d)
(still watching TV)
Hey, you better not be eatin' none
of ny food over there!

The owner turns around and sees MAN- BAT towering above the
fruit stand eating freely.

OMNER (cont’ d)
Ch -- SHIT!
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Man- Bat SHRI EKS sending citizens running for their lives. Mn
bat continues to devour the fruit without a care for the
cowards. Suddenly his ears PERK. Man-bat SN FFS the air then
SHRI EKS up towards the sky. Man-Bat SHRI EKS again then takes
of f flying.

I/ E. BATWNG - THAT MOMENT
Bat man spots Man-Bat coming up fromthe street.
EXT. GOTHAM CI TY - AR EL SHOT - N GHT

Man- bat | ooks back and SHRIEKS then flies away fromthe

BATW NG Bat man heads in after him Man-bat quickly starts
maki ng beautiful air maneuvers dodging in and out and between
BUI LDI NGS and SMKE TOWERS but the Batnman is there for every
one.

I NT. BATW NG - CONTI NUOUS

Bat man punches up a MAP and sees that the GOTHAM RADI O TOAER
isonly a few mles away.

BATMAN
Al fred, override the Got ham Radi o
tower when | tell you.

I NT. BATCAVE - THAT MOVENT
Alfred sits at the Batconputer and types sonme keys in.

ALFRED
Yes, sir.

EXT. GOTHAM CI TY - ARIEL SHOT - THAT MOMENT

Man- bat continues his non-stop flight above Gotham Finally
we get out of the downtown area and into nore open space.
Before us on a hill is GOTHAM RADI O TONER.

BATMAN
Get ready, Alfred.

ALFRED (Q. S.)
(filtered)
Ready, sir.
Man- bat does a U-turn --

BATMAN
Dam.
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-- and heads strai ght towards the BATW NG | andi ng on top of
it! Man-bat violently starts poundi ng away on the w ndshi el d.
Bat man ROLLS t he BATW NG but Man-bat continues to pound away
until the wi ndshield CRACKS. Man-Bat SHRI EKS.

Bat man screans in pain grabbing his ears. Batman | oses
control and the Batw ng beings a downward decent. Man-bat
doesn’t budge!

BATMAN (cont’ d)
Do it now Alfred!

I NT. BATCAVE - THAT MOMENT

Al fred presses ENTER on the keyboard.

EXT. GOTHAM CI TY - ARIEL SHOT - THAT MOMENT

A gl ass shattering TONE rings out. Man-Bat grabs his head in
excruci ating pain. Man-Bat |eaps off the BATWNG and tries to
fly but starts FREE FALLI NG

A GRAPPLE shoots out fromthe BATW NG and w aps around Man-
Bat. The bottom of the BATW NG opens up and REELS Man-Bat in.
I NT. BATWNG - N GHT

Once inside Batman opens a hatch to see a squirm ng Mn-Bat

still in pain. Batman takes a | ong SYRI NGCE and shoots him
withit.
BATMVAN
Turn it of f!

I NT. BATCAVE - THAT MOMENT
Al fred punches in sone nore keys.
I NT. BATWNG - N GHT

Man- Bat stops squirm ng and starts norphing back into a man.
The anti dote serum has knocked Man-Bat out col d.

BATMAN
Don"t worry, Kirk. We'll get you
back to Franci ne.

Bat man goes back to his seat then flies away.
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I NT. GOTHAM PCLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON S OFFI CE - DAWN

An exhaust ed Gordon opens the door to his office and stands
in the doorway beat.

GORDON
Any word on Bat man?!

SECRETARY
He got Man-Bat a few m nutes ago!

Gordon cl oses the door and heads towards the desk and sees a
letter that reads:

REST GORDON

At the bottomof the letter is a BATMAN LOGO. Gordon fl ops
down on his couch.

GORDON
Two nore.

I NT. WEARHOUSE - MORNI NG

Zsasz wal ks along a deserted wearhouse with briefcase in
hand.

VOCE (O S.)
Over here.

Zsasz | ooks over to the corner where several crates are
stacked up next to a wi ndow. Zsasz heads towards the Voice.

VOCE (OS.) (CONT'D) (cont’d)
Do you have the stuff?

ZSASZ
Yes. Do you renenber the plan?

VOCE (O S.)
Yes.

Zsasz wal ks over to a crate near the speaker and sets his
bri ef case down and pops it open

ZSASZ
This was hard to get.

VO CE (O S.)
Who did you get it fronf
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ZSASZ
A professor named Hugo. He nornmally
doesn't deal with this type of
sci ence.

VOCE (O S.)
Can you trust hinf

ZSASZ
Can you trust anybody?

Zsasz throws a large plastic bag over the crate.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
| hope these fit. Renenber the
stuff I'"'mgiving you is twice as
powerful as what you had | ast tine.
No nore tubes either, just patches.

A hospital gown flies out from behind the crate.

VO CE (O S.)
G ve ne the stuff.

Zsasz reaches back into the briefcase and takes a | arge
netal lic | ooking bag out and tosses it over the crate.

We hear the bag opened and then a smack of flesh, then
anot her, and anot her, and anot her.

Vi ol ent and pai nful how s echo throughout the warehouse.
I nstead of stepping back in fear Zsasz sm | es.

After the yelling dies down Zsasz throws one nore object over
the crate and then wal ks away.

ZSASZ
Don't forget your mask --

A large mask lies on the floor.

ZSASZ
Bane.

A G ANT hand reaches down and takes the nmsk.
| NT. BATCAVE - MORNI NG

A banged up and dead tired Bruce sits on a table in a pair of
sweats. Alfred works on Bruce's cut.

ALFRED
This is an awful cut, sir.
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BRUCE
Oow

ALFRED
Sir, I can not renove all the gl ass
whil e you' re novi ng around.

BRUCE
Sorry, Alfred. So what did you tell
Tal i a?

ALFRED
I told her that you have a quick
brush with ill ness.

BRUCE

kay, | can play that. Wat was
wong with ne?

ALFRED
Di arr hea.
BRUCE
What ?! O
ALFRED
Quit noving around, sir.
BRUCE
You... what --
ALFRED

Don't worry sir, she was very
under st andabl e about the situation.

BRUCE
Yeah, you... is that what you told
Sel i na Kyl e?

ALFRED
No, sir.

Al fred dabs a cotton ball with sonme |iquid and gets ready to
apply it to Bruce's face.

BRUCE
Well, at lest you didn't let her
into the Batcave |like you did Vick
Val e.

Alfred swftly doubles up the liquid then SLAPS it on Bruce's

f ace.
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BRUCE (cont’ d)
ow

ALFRED
Oh, I'msorry sir, | forgot to tel
you that was going to hurt.
Bruce holds his cheek while Al fred wal ks off.
EXT. WAYNE MANOR - MORNI NG

Talia's car pulls up at the gate. Talia reaches out and
presses the intercom swtch

I NT. BATCAVE - THAT MOMENT
Bruce | ooks up at the Batconputer and see's Talia's car.

BRUCE
Oh, no. Alfred will you --

Al fred turns around smling.

BRUCE (cont’ d)
No, wait, never mnd, I'll do it.

Alfred sits down in a chair to watch the show Bruce runs up
to the Batconputer

| NTERCUT AS NEEDED

BRUCE
Hel | 0?
TALI A
Hey, | ove.
BRUCE
H, um.. what are you doing here
so early?
TALI A
Well, | know that you're an early

riser and since Alfred told nme you
were sick last night | brought you
sone nedicine for your diarrhea.

Bruce turns off the intercom
BRUCE
(to Alfred with a slight

whi nper)
You really told her that.
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An ol d man doesn't get nuch
enjoynent out of life. I'"mglad you
can be m ne.

BRUCE

(turns the com on)

Oh... that's sweet of you. Um cone
on in.

TALI A

Thanks, | ove.
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Bruce presses a key to open the gates, then goes to head up

the stairs.

BRUCE
I can't believe you told her that.
| finally neet soneone normal and
guess what, "Ch, I'msorry he's the
runs. "

ALFRED
Have fun Master Bruce and don't
forget to come up with a good story
for the cut.

BRUCE
Thanks, Al fred.

I NT. TALIA'S CAR - THAT MOMENT

Talia pulls into the driveway with the gates closing behind
her. As she parks her cellphone rings. Talia digs into her

purse and finds it.

TALI A
Father? I'mjust visiting a
friend... Bruce Vayne... | know

father but he's different, besides
I think he's com ng around to our
side... Father | want the sane
thing you want but | want -- no |
haven't seen himonly the
Batsignal ... No, the news never
showed it.

Talia | ooks up and sees Bruce heading out the front door and

waves to Talia. Talia waves back.
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TALI A
Look dad | have to go... No. Look
care about himand if | fall in
love with himthen I'Il fall in
love with himand marry himis that
so bad? ...You don't have to renind
me about the Lazarus Pit... Maybe

for once I would like to have |ove
inny life father, do you know how
long I've waited for soneone --

Fat her ? Fat her?

Tal i a shakes her head in disgust and turns off the phone.
Bruce wal ks out to neet her. Talia brightens up but hastily
gets out of the car when she see's Bruce's cut.

TALI A
Love what happened?

BRUCE
Oh, nothing | was in ny gym
yesterday and | slipped and cut ny
face on the end of one of the bars.

TALI A
Really? It | ooks |ike you cut by
gl ass.

BRUCE

Oh, no, no, no glass. It was a very
sharp bar. It was old.

(lie isn't working)
kay, it was glass. | wanted to do
somet hing nice for Alfred so
washed di shes | ast night and when |
was putting up one of the glasses |
guess nmy hand or the gl ass was

still wet and it slipped and hit ny
face.
TALI A
(baby tal k)

Aww, ny poor baby.

Talia hugs Bruce. He smiles: Mental note: broken glass lie
wor ks.

BRUCE
Yep.

Talia reaches in her car and grabs a paper bag.

( CONTI NUED)



76.

TALI A
Here, | got you sone nedicine and
I"mgoing to stand right there and
make sure you take all of it.

BRUCE
(forced | augh)
Oh... great.

I NT. BULLOCKS APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Bul | ock is passed out cold on his couch. Needless to say that
just like Bullock the roomis a mess with donuts boxes and
DVD s and VHS' s of classic novies. The posters on the wall
show that Bullock is a true "novie buff".

Bul | ock' s pl easant dreans are stopped as the phone rings. A
rightfully ticked off Bullock answers.

BULLOCK
What the hell do you want ?!

GORDON (O ' S.)
(filtered)
We got a real problemon our hand.
Ei ther Zsasz has a copycat killer
or he's been real busy |ast night.

BULLOCK
What are you tal ki ng about ?

CUT TGO
I NT. GOTHAM PCLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON S OFFI CE - THAT

MOVENT
Gordon stares at a billboard in his
room

GORDON

I don't know how he had the tinme to
do it, but forensics is guessing
that he's killed over twenty people
since he's been out. So we better
get out there before the nedia
hounds find this out.

I NT. WAYNE MANCR - LI VI NG ROOM - MORNI NG
Bruce and Talia sit on the couch watching TV.
TALI A
So Alfred --
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BRUCE
Lied Ii ke a dog.

TALI A
I don't know. You look |ike you' ve
had an awfully rough night.

ALFRED (Q. S.)
Good nmorning, Mss. al Guul.

Bruce and Talia turn around.

TALI A
Ch, hello, Alfred.

ALFRED
How are you doing this fine day?

TALI A
I"mdoing great, Alfred. How are
you?

ALFRED
Lovely, ma'am Could | offer you
any thing to drink? Perhaps sone
br eakf ast ?

TALI A
No thank you, Alfred.

ALFRED
Are you sure, ma’an? It would be no
trouble at all

TALI A
No, thank you, Alfred. 1'm good.

ALFRED
How i s your face doing this
norni ng, Master Bruce?

BRUCE

Oh, it's doing great, Alfred.
ALFRED

Vell, alright then I'll be off.

Evening, M ss. al Chul.

(to Bruce)

Sir.
TALI A

Bye, Alfred.
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Later, Alfred.
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Talia watches Al fred wal k away then SMACKS Bruce on the arm

TALI A

How coul d you lie about a sweet old

man |i ke that?

BRUCE
(smles)

I was just playing. Alfred and I do

that all the tine.

TALI A
Are you sure?

BRUCE
Oh yeah. Positive, don't worry
about it. I just look horrible

because | had a very | ate business
neeting. It happens all the tine

besi des haven't you heard that rich

peopl e are weird?
Talia smles and takes Bruce's hand.
TALI A

Vll, you're not weird to ne,
Bruce.

Talia slowy leans in to kiss Bruce. Wayne returns the

favour. Bruce rethinks it and draws back.

BRUCE
You know um .. | really like you
and I want to spend nore tinme -

Talia smles and hops next to Bruce and w aps both hands

around his and |l eans into his shoul der.

TALI A
| do too, Bruce.
BRUCE
Yeah... but um |'ve kinda been in

this situation before and uh, it
didn't really work out. My life is
ki nda. .. conpl ex.

TALI A
What |ike you have a dark side or
sonet hi ng?
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BRUCE
Yeah, pretty nuch.

TALI A
We all have our dark side.

BRUCE
Yeah, see now |'ve heard that
before too and that didn't really
hel p things.

TALI A
Did you and your last girlfriend
fight a lot?

BRUCE
Yeah, we were kicking and punching
and throwi ng acid on each other and
knocki ng one anot her off buil dings,
it was just a horrible Christnas.

Tal i a | aughs.

TALI A
Vell, | promise you this Christnas
won't be anything Iike that.

SUMMER (O S.)
(filtered)
This is Sunmer d eason with a
speci al news report.

Talia and Bruce turn to the TV. Behind Summer footage of
i nmat es bei ng taken back to Arkhamis shown.

SUMMVER (cont’ d)
As many of you know | ast night was
a horrifying night for Gothamcity
as there was a nassive break out at
Arkham Asyl um Thankful 'y the
CGot ham Pol i ce Departnent and with
help fromthe National Guard and
Batman all but two of the inmates
have been found. Those two being
Bane and Got hami s newest crim na
M. Zsasz.

(beat)

Bane has not yet been seen nor have
any of his previous antics have
been reported to police but sadly
this is not the case with M.
Zsasz.

( MORE)
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SUMVER( cont ' d)

Behi nd Sunmer footage and
phot ographs are shown of the
nmurdered famlies or their houses.

SUMVER (cont’ d)

(filtered)
Julia Remarque fromthe Picture
News broke the story this norning
that an estimated twenty nore
deat hs have been put on M. Zsasz's
head count. O course Conmmi ssioner
Gordon gave no comment on this
i ssue.

Bruce notices that Talia is transfi xed on the TV and reaches
down and presses his watch making it go off.

BRUCE
Oh, shoot. | forgot | have to make
a phone call... I'"lIl be right back.
TALI A
Bruce?
BRUCE

"Il be right back just stay here.

Bruce gets up and | eaves the room Talia watches Bruce | eave
then turns her attention back to the TV.

SUMVER

(filtered)
Once again Batnman showed his worth
to Gotham City by apprehendi ng
hinmsel f, Killer Croc, Man-Bat,
Cl ayface and Deadshot .

(beat)
Sadly we have no filmof this but
we do have several eyew tness. One
of them even clains that the Batmn
was i njured.

A tape plays fromthe scene of Batnman fight with Killer Croc.

EYEW TNESS
(filtered)
Yeah, | saw the whol e thing man.
Batman cane up in this bad ass car.
And you know there has to be one
badass not her-(censored) driving
t hat car.

The filmcuts to a later part of the interview
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EYEW TNESS (cont’ d)
(filtered)
-- And he took Batman and threw him
t hrough the wi ndow, man. Cut his
face all to hell blood went flying--

Talia | ooks behind her for Bruce: Wait a mnute.
Talia starts putting everything together.
SUMVER
(filtered)
Wl |, there you have it. W'll keep
you- -
EXT. WAYNE MANOR - KI TCHEN - THAT MOVENT

Bruce runs up to Alfred who is watching a small TV on the
counter.

BRUCE
Alfred. I got to go.
ALFRED
| understand, | will make an
excuse.
BRUCE
Thanks.
ALFRED

Sir, you're not planing to go out
in the day are you?

BRUCE
Looks like I'"mgoing to have to.

ALFRED
You knew this day would cone, sir
It's not Iike it was unexpected now
is it?

BRUCE
No, | guess you're right. It's a
| ot easier to be the Bat at night
and Bruce Wayne during the day then
both at the sane tine.

ALFRED

I"msure if anyone can pull it off
you can sir.

( CONTI NUED)



82.

BRUCE
Thanks, Alfred. | guess right now
we're going to have to | ook for
Bane and Zsasz. At l|least we only
have two maj or problens on our

hands.

ALFRED
| believe anot her problem has just
sprung up

Bruce turns to see Talia standing in the doorway. Alfred
wal ks up to Talia and sm |l es then nudges her towards Bruce.

ALFRED (cont’ d)
(whi spers)
Go on, dear

Talia flashes a concerned smle at Alfred while Bruce angrily
turns towards the sink. Alfred | eaves the two in the room

TALI A
Love?

Talia wal ks up to Bruce and places her hand on his shoul der.
Bruce shakes it off.

TALI A (cont’ d)
Bruce this doesn't change anyt hing.

BRUCE
It doesn't?

TALI A
Not about the way | feel.

BRUCE
And how is that?

TALI A
The same way you feel about ne.
W' ve only be around each other for
a short tine but I know in ny heart
that what we feel for each other is
true. Bruce | --

BRUCE
How do you know how | feel when I
don't even know who | anf

TALI A
What are you sayi ng?
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BRUCE
Bat man or Bruce Wayne who am1?

TALI A
You' re bot h.

BRUCE

No, no | can't be. One of us isn't
real and | don't know who it is.
Every nonent | take vengeance |
want | ove and peace but when | get
that I want vengeance and justi ce;
it never ends.

(beat)
I killed the man who nurdered ny
parents and | thought it would end
there but it didn't. | gave the
city the signal that way Batman
woul d only cone out when needed and

| could live a normal |ife but |
couldn't. | tried to step back but
all | could do is sit in the dark

wai ting and waiting and waiting for

the signal and the longer | waited

the nore | wanted it to call ne.
(beat)

I want to be normal but | can't be.

TALI A
Bruce, | could have gone back hone
at anytinme but | stayed here... for

you. Because | want to be with you.
If you want sone help |I'm here,

"1l always be here for you. | have
not had a normal life either but
t hat doesn't nean that we shoul dn't
try. I'mready for one and I'm
willing to try and I want it to be
with you.

(beat)

| see that you want justice but I
al so see you want | ove. The reason
why i s because your |ove for the
i nnocent is nore then your hatred
of the guilty. That's why you can't
st op.

(beat)
Love you may think that Batman was
born when you're parents were
murdered but | don't. Batnman was
born when Bruce Wayne was born.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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TALI A(cont ' d)

Batman is just the source where
Bruce Wayne shows his undying | ove
for Gothamin a way that only few
can under st and.

Bruce considers this. Bruce then leans in and softly brushes
the side of Talia's face with his hand.

BRUCE
(whi spers)
I"msorry but you' re w ong.
Bruce turns and | eaves the room

TALI A
No... no... Bruce.

Talia chases after Bruce to the --
I NT. WAYNE MANOR - FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

Bruce is nowhere to be found. Talia | ooks around then runs
into the --

I NT. WAYNE MANCR - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Talia runs ups to Alfred who is dusting.

TALI A
Al fred? Please... where is Bruce?

ALFRED
Savi ng Got ham

CUT TGO
I NT. BATCAVE - MORNI NG

The BATMOBI LE starts up then peels out.

EXT. GOTHAM CI TY POLI CE HEADQUARTERS - GORDON S OFFI CE -
MORNI NG

MORNI NG
CGordon, Bullock and Montoya are
comng up with a plan.

GORDON
The way it | ooks Zsasz isn't
pi cking out his victinms but
choosi ng them random y.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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GORDON( cont ' d)
Qur early reports tell us that none
of the victins in Gotham had
anything to do with each other.

BULLOCK
Know what | think, Comm sh? | think
t hat since Bane and Zsasz are the
only ones left that they' re
probably working together. | nean
they were both in Arkhamright? And
everyone el se has been picked up
but these two cl owns.

GORDON
Sounds bel i evabl e but Bane and
Zsasz are two different people.
Bane isn't a nurdered |ike Zsasz

iS.
MONTOYA

But they both hate Batman.
BULLOCK

Bi ngo.
GORDON

The eneny of ny eneny is ny friend?

BULLOCK
It's Batman's fault that Zsasz got
put in Arkham and even though
Batgirl and Robin put Bane in I'm
sure he counts Batnman just as
responsi bl e.

A Detective runs into the room

DETECTI VE
Turn on the news!

Gordon turns on the TV. Summer is giving a report. A LIVE
canera shot shows several blocks destroyed.

SUMMER (V. Q)
(filtered)

This is the scene live right now on
West 42nd. Street in Gotham This

| ooks Iike a war or a riot broke
out but several wi tness report that
t he destructi on was caused by none
ot her then Bane.

( CONTI NUED)
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GORDON
Dam it! How the hell did he get a
hol d of venomthat quick?

MONTOYA
Thi s nust have been Zsasz's pl an
all along. He nust have found a
suppl i er before going into Arkham
and once there or during the
breakout he soneone got in touch
wi th Bane --

GORDON
-- Slowmy wear down Batnman the
first night, then hit himhard the
next day by maki ng hi mconme out and
fight Bane, and fromwhat it | ooks
i ke a stronger and nore powerf ul

Bane.

BULLOCK
That will give Zsasz tine to get
away or make killing the Bat a hel

of alot easier for him

MONTOYA
| don't know. It doesn't feel
right, there has to be sonething
nore. Sonebody inside Gotham had to
hel p hi m escape.

BULLOCK
Li ke who?

GORDON
Jerem ah Ar kham

Gordon | eaves his office with Bull ock and Montoya fol |l ow ng.
| NT. GOTHAM PCOLI CE HEADQUARTERS - CONTI NUQUS
Gordon marches through the room
GORDON
I want a warrant for Jerem ah
Arkham as soon as you get it bust
him In the neantinme |ets get Bane!

The room enpties and foll ows Gordon down the stairs.
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I NT. BATCAVE - MORNI NG

Al fred heads down the steps of the Batcave with Talia
trailing along. Alfred gets to the Batconputer and sits down
in the chair. Talia wal ks around in amazenent. A police
report about West 42nd. Street cones up on the Batconputer.
Alfred turns on the link to Batman.

| NTERCUT AS NEEDED

ALFRED
There has been a report of Bane's
| ast | ocation, sir.

BATMAN
VWher e?

ALFRED
West 42nd. Street.

BATMAN
CGot it.

Bat man FLOORS it.

EXT. WEST 42ND STREET - MORN NG

The Police have bl ocked off the streets. Media and citizens
surround the area. Gordon, Bullock, and Montoya pull up and

get out of their cars. The street |ooks even worse in person
then it did on TV.

GORDON
Ch, nman.

CoP (O S.)
Conmi ssi oner

Gordon turns and sees a COP signaling himfromone of the
trashed busi ness.

GORDON
VWhat is it officer?
COoP
You better cone and take a | ook at

this.
I NT. TRASHED BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Gordon heads into the trashed buil ding.

( CONTI NUED)
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coP
Over here, Conmm ssioner.

Gordon and several officers follow the Cop through the
debris. The Cop points at one of the walls.

ANGLE ON - THE WALL, with a giant BAT LOGO nmade wi th DEAD
BATS nail ed against it. Witten in BLOOD in the mddle of the
| ogo are two words:

CRI ME ALLEY

GORDON
Crime alley?

Gordon's attention soon turns outsi de when he hears the
BATMOBI LE pul i ng up.

GORDON
Tell nobody about this, understand.

Gordon rushes out the door.
EXT. WEST 42ND STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Gordon runs out the door in tine to see Batman pulling up and
breaki ng through the police tape. The nmedia try to rush him
but are hel d back by Police.

Batman pulls up in front of Gordon who quickly rushes to him
Bat man pops open the roof of the BATMOBI LE. CGordon whispers
to him The roof closes and Batnman takes off.

Bul | ock runs to Gordon.

BULLOCK
Gordon what are you --

GORDON
Don't worry about it, Bullock. Let
Bat man handl e this.

BULLOCK
But, Conmm sh --
GORDON
(sternly)
Bul | ock.
BULLOCK

Yes, sir.



89.

| NT. BATCAVE - MORNI NG
Al fred watches the news on the nonitor with Tali a.
| NTERCUT AS NEEDED

BATMAN
They're at Crime Alley.

ALFRED
Crime Alley? Wiy on earth would
t hey be there, sir?

BATMAN
| don't know

ALFRED
You don't believe that they know
what happed there do you, sir?

BATMAN
I don't know. Bane never showed any
interest in Bruce Wayne and neit her
has Zsasz.

TALI A
He can't go there it's a trap.

ALFRED
He knows dear

TALI A
But he's --

ALFRED
Dear... he's knows.

EXT. CRIME ALLEY - MORNI NG

Bat man drives through CRIME ALLEY. What's in a nanme?
Everything with this A ley. Batnman parks the BATMOBI LE and
gets out. Batman quickly reaches into his UTILITY BELT and
pul I's out his RADI O TRANSM TTER.

BATMAN
Shi el ds.

CHROVE- STEEL PLATES slide out from under the BATMOBI LE
| eaving it inpenetrable.

Bat man heads forward but stops as he sees a run down THEATER

( CONTI NUED)
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BANG A Gunshot and a WOMAN' S VO CE rings through Batnman's
head. BANG Anot her shot rings out.

JOKER (V. Q)
You ever danced with the devil by
t he pal e noonlight?

The JOKER s mani acal | augh begi ns over powering Batman's
t houghts. BANG Anot her shot. The | aughi ng gets | ouder
LOUDER. Bat man qui ckly shakes it off.

Si | ence.

BAM Batman turns around and sees Bane standing on top of the
BATMOBI LE |i ke a skyscraper.

BATMAN
Get off ny car.

BANE
What's wrong Bruce you don't |ike
shari ng your toys?

BATMAN
VWhat ?

A door slams behind Batman. He only gl ances but it gives Bane
an opportunity and he takes it by throwing a kick at Batman's
face. Batman senses it and reaches out and grabs Bane's foot
and twi sts pulling Bane down onto the hood of the BATMOBI LE
Bane kicks himwith his free leg. Batman tries to block it

but the power of the kick forces hi mback.

Bane | eaps off the BATMOBI LE headfirst but Batnman side steps
hi m and WHACKS himin the back of the head sending Bane to
the street. Bane recovers faster then Batman can get a second
bl ow i n and reaches out grabbing Batman by the leg and pulls
himoff the ground. Bane hops up and grabs both of Batman's

| egs and -WHAM - swings himinto the BATMOBI LE

Bane violently begins kicking the Dark Knight in the back not
letting up for a second.

BANE
Conme on, Wayne! Cone on!

Bane |ifts Batman up by the neck then repeatedly SLAMS his
head onto the BATMOBI LE. Bat man el bows Bane in the stonach
but there's no effect. He tires it again. Nothing.

Bane wraps his giant hands around Batman's head and lifts him

up in the air and starts trying to crush Batman's skull.
Bat man struggl es and punches at Bane but nothing is working.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bat man reaches into his UTILITY BELT and pulls out a PLASTIC
M NI - TEST TUBE with BLUE FLU D inside and begins to shake
it.

Bane squeezes tighter. To tight. Batman drops the tube. It
cracks open on the street and starts bubbling |ike acid.

BANE
Is that it? No new toys from
WayneTech Bruce?

Bat man swigs his | eg back as far as he can then swings it
t owards Bane. Bane throws his head back doggi ng the kick.

BANE
M ssed.

Actually he didn't. Batnman foot cones back down delivering an
ax kick right on Bane's chin dropping himto the ground.
Batman | ands on his feet and drops to one knee holding his
head in pain. Bane did nore damaged then feared.

Bane quickly starts to rise up. Batnman hops onto Bane's back
and starts chocking himout. Bane slowy starts fadi ng away.
Bat man reaches back and grabs his RADI O TRANSM TTER.

BATMVAN
Shi el ds open.

Qui ckly the shields on the BATMOBI LE opens up. Batnman starts
| eani ng backwards towards the BATMOBILE with Bane's body
followi ng. The roof of the BATMOBI LE opens up and Batnan puts
all of heart into it and falls back into the BATMOBILE with
Bane crashing down on top of him

Bat man squirns out from under Bane and hops out of the car
t hen squeezes Bane into the BATMOBI LE.

BATMAN (CONT' D) (cont’d)
Shi el ds.

The shiel ds conme back overtop of the BATMOBI LE encl osi ng Bane
i nside. Batman takes a quick breath then turns back around
and heads straight for the Theater.

EXT. BATCAVE - THAT MOMENT

Tal i a paces around nervously.

TALI A
What's taking so | ong?

ALFRED
Don't worry, Mss. al Chul.

( CONTI NUED)
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TALI A
Shoul dn't he be talking to you
ri ght now?

ALFRED
Not al ways.

The pacing continues this time we can see the frustration
building to a boiling point until finally --

TALI A

I"msorry Alfred | have to go.
ALFRED

Ma'am | inplore you to stay here.
TALI A

I"msorry | can"t. | love him

Talia heads towards the stairs and races up them Alfred
cracks a snmle.

I NT. THEATER - LOBBY - THAT MOMENT

The nost beautiful theater we've ever seen is before us in
ruins. A true highlight of Gotham architectural brilliance is
now | ayered in graffiti, rats, needles, and human waste --
bodi | y and ot herwi se.

Wth a | ook of disdain Batman enters through the rusted out
front doors. Even though the place is a weck for some odd
reason Batman seemto | ook perfect in the picture before us.

Bat man glides through the | obby | ooking carefully at every
makeshi ft house for honel ess Gothamtes and the beds for the
prostitutes who's names are scribbled onto the walls above

t hem

Bat man conti nues through the theater and sees a busted frane.
Bat man takes a step forward and wi pes off the dust and sees
inside is a poster for "THE MASK OF ZORRO'.

BANG GQunshots bl ast inside Batman's head. Batnman grabs the
poster in rage and throws it onto the floor SHATTERI NG t he
glass frame into pieces.

ZSASZ (Q.S.)
Awmy, | figured you'd wanted to keep
that for a famly heirl oon?

Bat man swi ngs around and sees a door leading to the MAIN
SCREEN cl osi ng.
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I NT. THEATER - MAI N SCREEN - MORNI NG

The Lobby's best day couldn't doesn't even conpare to the
glory of Main Screening room-- even covered in trash and a
col I apsi ng ceiling.

Bat man opens the doors and finds M. Zsasz standing on the
st age.

ZSASZ
The Batman is here! Tinme for the
show begi n.

BATMAN
You're going to jail.

ZSASZ

Me? Ch no Batnman... or shall | say
Bruce Wayne. Bane filled ne in on
you little identity. You see Bane
had a lot of time in Arkham and
away fromlvy he had time to do
sone thinking... time to grow up.
Oh, and not to nmention, the Riddler
regai ned his senses.

(beat)
I no doubt would have figured it
out sooner or |later but Gotham
isn't ny city so why should
bot her. But | nust say - Magician
to Magician - you do a fabul ous
di sappearing act. And living two
lives at once. It's alnost |ike
your practicing for marriage.

Bat man starts towards Zsasz.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
Tell nme, Batman. Don't you want to
know how it feels? Life flow ng
fromyou' re hands. The bl ood
beckoning the flesh to release it
into world. I'mreleasing the
drones fromtheir hell, Batman.

Bat man | eaps on top of the stage.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
Even the babies are drones. That's
why | released them | could have
done it while they where sl eeping
but | nade sure they were awake
that way they could feel the --

( CONTI NUED)
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BAM Bat man DRILLS Zsasz with a right cross. The Bat man
reaches down and grabs Zsasz by the collar and jerks himup.
Bat man SLUGS himin the gut then throws himoff the stage
into the front rowwith the seats buckling under him

Zsasz struggles to stand as Batnman junps off the stage and

| ands behi nd him Batnman grabs Zsasz by the shoul der and
SLAMS hi m back into the stage then nails his with a right
hand across the face. Aleft. Aright. A knee into the gut. A
handful of hair then a knee lift to the chin sending a bl oody
Zsasz back onto the floor.

Zsasz slowy rolls onto his stomach and starts draggi ng
hi nsel f away from Batman spitting bl ood.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
| thought you were one of the good

guys.
Zsasz rolls over onto his back and | ooks up at Bat man.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
Super man woul dn't do this.

BATMAN
Superman's a pussy.

BAM Bat man ki cks Zsasz square in the nuts. Zsasz how s in
pai n.

I NT. BATMOBI LE - THAT MOMENT

Bane slowy starts com ng to. Bane | ooks around then pushes
on the roof. Nothing. Pushes again. Nothing. Gves it another
try. Still nothing.

Bane reaches into his belt taking out patch after patch of
VENOM and starts slapping themon. Bane's head snaps back
Muscles twitch violently. Veins start doubling in size.

EXT. CRI ME ALLEY - CONTI NUQUS

The roof and chrone-steel plates of the BATMOBILE starts to
rise up with a loud thud. Again. Again. Another. The final
bl ow sends the roof and shields flying into the sky as Bane
stands inside the BATMOBI LE jacked up twice his normal size
and ready to kill -- Batman.

I/E. TALIA'S CAR - THAT MOVENT

Talia has reached the city and it's GRIDLOCK. Talia punches
the steering wheel then takes a | eft down the back alleys.
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I NT. THEATER - MAIN SCREEN - THAT MOVENT

Zsasz SLAMS down in front of us in worse shape then we |eft
him Batman pulls one of Zsasz's arns behind his back and
starts sl apping the BATCUFFS on him

SMASH!
Batman turns to the sound com ng fromthe | obby.

ZSASZ
Haha, hold |long did you think that
car you had woul d hol d hi m Bat man?
The Venom he has now is tw ce as
powerful. And by the | ooks of you,
you' ve had a very long night with
ny friends.

SMASH The doors to MAIN SCREEN are RI PPED OFF the hinges as
Bane yells in power and fury.

Bef ore Batman can finish cuffing Zsasz Bane throws one of the
doors towards the Batman SMASHI NG i nto the stage and j ust
narrow y m ssing Batman's head.

Zsasz turns over onto his stomach and kicks Batnman in the
face allowing himtine to escape. Batman kips up to his feet
only to block a theater seat flying towards his face. Another
one flies towards himand the Batnman knocks it down.

Bat man | ooks up and with the power of a charging bull Bane

t ackl es Bat man sendi ng both nen CRASHI NG into the front of
the stage. Bane bursts up frominside the stage and reaches
down and grabs and Batman and FLINGS hi m over onto the stage
nore then twenty feet.

Bane | eaps onto the stage and charges Bat man and begins a
serious beat down on Batman wi thout a chance of a bl ock
com ng fromhim

Batman | ays on the stage floor then swi ngs around and ki cks
Bane in the shin. Bane stands notionless then grabs Batnman
and throws himup against a wall in front of himand sw ngs a
ri ght hand. Batman ducks as Banes hand goes THROUGH the wall.

Bane shoves Batnman against the wall with his free hand. Bane
pul I's out his hand then gives Batman a right cross busting
his nouth. The Batman goes flying as Bane tosses hi m across
t he stage.
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BANE
You're not putting up a fight,
Bat man. Batgirl fought better then
this.

Batman rolls over to his stomach grabs a small SYRI NGE from
the UTILITY BELT. Bane wal ks over to Batman and lifts him
from behi nd. Batnan turns around and STABS Bane in the chest
withit.

BANE (cont’ d)
There's no antidote for Venom
Bat man you' re wasting your tine.

BATMAN
It's not an antidote. It's a
sti mul ant .

Bane | ooks at Batman puzzled. Then groans in pain. Bane lets
go of Batman and grabs his heart. Bane starts to panic.

BANE
(weakl y)
... kill.

Bane SCREAMS then col | apses. WHACK! Batman falls to the stage
as Zsasz stands over himw th a 2x4.

ZSASZ
Good j ob!

VHACK! A shot to the back Bat man's head.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
You figured out that his heart
didn't double in size so it was
working twice as hard --

VWHACK! Anot her shot.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
VWhenever he --

VWHACK! Anot her shot.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
-- Used Venom Let ne guess you
waited out until he got so jacked
up that one shot would do himin,
huh?

( CONTI NUED)
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Bat man staggers up. Zsasz kicks Batman in the gut then throws
an uppercut with the board that hits it's mark sending the
Bat down.

Zsasz throws the board down and reaches into his jacket and
pul I's out his KN FE

Batman |ies notionless as Zsasz stal ks his prey.

TALIA (O.S.)
Get away from him

Zsasz turns to see Talia heading towards him

ZSASZ
Excuse nme?

Talia calmMy reaches into her pocketbook and pulls out a GUN
and ains at Zsasz's head.

ZSASZ (cont’ d)
(with a smle)
Doubt you'll shoot ny dear. You're
far too sweet --

BANG Zsasz drops to the stage with a bullet |odged in his
brain. Talia runs up onto the stage and drops to her knees
and consol es Bat nan.

BATMVAN
Tal i a?
TALI A
Love.
BATMVAN
What are you doi ng here?
TALI A
I love --
BANE (O S.)

NO

Bane junps to his feet. Talia stares in shock. Bane knocks
Talia away and grabs Batnman and hol ds hi m OVER H S SHOULDERS

Bat man qui ckly reaches into his UTILITY BELT and take out his
BATGRAPPLE. G ves the hook slack and waps it around Bane’s
neck. The Grapple SHOOTS to the ceiling taking Bane with him
and goes through the ceiling and LOCKS in pl ace.
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The extra slack in the rope allows Bane a quick fall stopping
with a quick jolt. The ceiling cracks then COLLAPSE wi th Bane
crashing NECK FIRST. As the dust settles we see Bane... DEAD

Bat man funbl es over to Talia and hel ps her up.

BATVAN
Are you alright?

TALI A
Are you?

BATVAN
Yes.

TALI A

Then I am too, ny |ove.
Tal i a and Bat nan enbr ace.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. WAYNE MANCOR - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Alfred is dusting the furniture with the TV on. Alfred goes
to the large window and starts to close the curtains.

SUMMER (O S.)
(filtered)
-- Jerem ah Arkhamis still in
cust ody.

O course we promised you sone red carpet treatnent for the
end of tonight's broadcast for the Gotham City O chestra
Spring Concert. Alfred stops and turns to the |Iook at the
screen.

ANGLE ON - THE TV, as Bruce and Talia are dressed to the
m ens and hol di ng hands as they wal k down a red carpet that
| eads to a CONCERT HALL.

SUMVER (cont’ d)
(filtered)
As we go to sonme outside shots we
see here Bruce Wayne and his
girlfriend Talia al Ghul making
their way down the red carpet.

ANGLE ON - ALFRED, smiling. Suddenly the BATSI GNAL shines
over Alfred's shoul der.

ANGLE ON - THE TV, as we see Bruce and Talia take one | ast
| ook to the sky and then head into the Concert Hall

( CONTI NUED)



99.

SUMVER (cont’ d)
(filtered)
Runor has it that these two have
been an hot itemnow for nearly
t hree nonths and nothing seens to
be standing in the way of this
buddi ng ronmance.

ANGLE ON - ALFRED, turning to close the curtain. He pauses
when he sees the BATSIGNAL. Alfred starts to wal k of f when
The phone rings. Al fred wal ks over and answer it.

ALFRED
Yes, Mss. al Guwl. Tell Master
Bruce I'm sending the car as we
speak. You take care too, dear.

CUT TGO
I NT. BATCAVE - N GHT

The engine to the BATMOBI LE roars. Flanes shoot out the back.
The BATMOBI LE takes off.

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

The BATSI GNAL shines brightly over the city as if know ng the
BATMOBI LE i s headi ng towards Got ham one nore time to pick up
it's saviour. Batman: The Dark Knight.

FADE QUT.

THE END



